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Loss of Forest Lands

Widespread logging increases
water run-off, worsening erosion
and flood frequency and intensity.

Riparian Development

Encroachment into river corridors
destroys habitat, and results in
increased erosion, flooding and
habitat loss downstream.

Competing Water Uses

Diversion of water for domestic
and agricultural use decreases
the amount of water available
in streams and aquifers and
lowers water quality.

Developed Shorelines

Shoreline armoring and channelization, as
well as the presence of dams, have removed
vegetation and reduced biodiversity and

abundance of aquatic communities.

Water-Dependent Uses

Intensive water-related uses
can disrupt fish migration
and lower water quality.

Changes to Nearshore Habitat

Bulkheads, piers and other construction, along
with residential development and loss of feeder
bluffs, have severely degraded nearshore habitat.

®————————Air Pollution and Climate Change

Although industrial air pollution has
been reduced, ongoing pollution
from automobile emissions
increases air temperature,
diminishes human health, and
harms plants and animals.

Habitat Loss and Fragmentation
The most significant impacts to habitat
come from clearing and grading land.

Secondary impacts include fragmenting
and isolating habitat, and the loss of
migration corridors.

Sprawl and Imperviousness

Expanding residential
development reduces farmlands
and open space and creates
more impervious surfaces.
This increases surface
water run-off, reduces
groundwater
replenishment, and
increases flooding
and erosion.

Polluted Sediment

Toxic sediments
affect all plants and
animals and move up
the food chain, bio-
accumulating in the
largest animals.
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Filling Tidelands

Industrial development
has severely reduced
once-vital floodplains

and estuaries.
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VISION 2040: An Opportunity

VISION 2040 identi es a growth pattern that accommo-
dates future population and employment growth in a
way that minimizes adverse impacts on the environment.
This growth pattern can be more e ciently served by
infrastructure and services, and supports the growth of a
clean economy. It provides the framework for the region
to take the necessary public policy steps to bend devel-
opment trends where necessary to promote a growth
pattern that transitions the region into a more sustainable
way of living.

The subsequent portions of VISION 2040 include more
detailed provisions, including policies, actions, and mea-
sures designed to capitalize on opportunities to move
the region toward a more sustainable environment.

The Regional Growth Strategy outlines how various
groupings of the region’s cities — metropolitan, core,
larger, and small — along with other regional geogra-
phies, should plan for additional population and employ-
ment growth. All jurisdictions in the region have arole in
accommodating growth, using sustainable and environ-
mentally responsible development practices.

The multicounty planning policies provide speci ¢
guidance for implementing the Regional Growth Strategy.
The environment policies call for applying our evolv-
ing understanding of best environmental science, using
the best tools and techniques available, and investing in
natural capital, so the region can grow in a sustainable
way that restores and preserves our natural environment,
our water, our air, and our climate. Many of the necessary
tools already exist. Such tools can help to minimize im-
pacts on the environment, ensure ample and clean water,
create economic opportunity, and ensure that resources
are there for future generations. These actions can make
a positive di erence.

Growth provides opportunities to enhance the region’s
environment — both natural and built. The develop-
ment patterns and housing policies recognize that new
development and infrastructure can use best practices
and environmentally friendly materials. Focused growth
that allows for mixed-use development and more op-
portunities for walking and biking is more e cient and
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sustainable. Redevelopment can help retro t out-of-date
systems and restore natural connections. Wise planning
can ensure that new development is sensitive to the
needs and function of critical habitats. Impervious sur-
faces can be reduced by using low-impact development
techniques, green buildings, and green streets.

The economy policies assert that environmental quality
and a strong, vibrant regional economy go hand-in-
hand. Employing energy e cient business practices and
avoiding environmental harm can be more cost-e ective
over the long term and avoid the need for environ-
mental remediation in the future. New industries and
economic opportunities related to clean technology and
renewable energy are developing rapidly. They represent
a unique opportunity for the region to position itself as a
global hub for services, businesses, and products that are
environmentally bene cial.

With half of the region’s greenhouse gas emissions com-
ing from transportation activities, VISION 2040 calls for
developing a more sustainable transportation system.
The transportation policies call for reducing pollution
through cleaner cars, buses, and trucks, cleaner fuels, and
fewer vehicle miles traveled. Future mobility needs must
consider alternatives to fossil fuels, new transportation
technologies, and more alternatives to driving alone.

The public service policies address the importance

of conservation — recycling, reducing, and reusing.

By treating and reusing stormwater and wastewater, we
can leave more water in rivers and streams. More e -
cientand e ective use of energy is also important in the
region’s e orts to reduce greenhouse gases.

VISION 2040 provides the framework to unify the

region around an environmental, growth management,
economic and transportation strategy thatise cient,
sustainable, and inclusive. It is the intent of VISION 2040
to meet the needs of the present without compromis-
ing the ability of future generations to meet their needs.
As the region continues to grow and makes decisions
about development, the economy, and transportation,
it must advance the well-being of people, prosperity, and
the planet.



