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A Vision for 2040

Our vision for the future advances the ideals of our people, our prosperity, and our planet. As we work toward achieving
the region’s vision, we must protect the environment, support and create vibrant, livable, and healthy communities, offer
economic opportunities for all, provide safe and efficient mobility, and use our resources wisely and efficiently. Land use,
economic, and transportation decisions will be integrated in a manner that supports a healthy environment, addresses

global climate change, achieves social equity, and is attentive to the needs of future generations.

Regional Goals

The following overarching goals provide the framework for each of the six major policy sections of VISION 2040 that
appear in Part lll.

Environment. The region will care for the natural environment by protecting and restoring natural systems, conserv-
ing habitat, improving water quality, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants, and addressing potential
climate change impacts. The region acknowledges that the health of all residents is connected to the health of the
environment. Planning at all levels should consider the impacts of land use, development patterns, and transportation
on the ecosystem.

Development Patterns. The region will focus growth within already urbanized areas to create walkable, compact,
and transit-oriented communities that maintain unique local character. Centers will continue to be a focus of develop-
ment. Rural and natural resource lands will continue to be permanent and vital parts of the region.

Housing. The region will preserve, improve, and expand its housing stock to provide a range of affordable, healthy,
and safe housing choices to every resident. The region will continue to promote fair and equal access to housing for
all people.

Economy. The region will have a prospering and sustainable regional economy by supporting businesses and job
creation, investing in all people, sustaining environmental quality, and creating great central places, diverse communi-
ties, and high quality of life.

Transportation. The region will have a safe, cleaner, integrated, sustainable, and highly efficient multimodal trans-
portation system that supports the regional growth strategy, promotes economic and environmental vitality, and
contributes to better public health.

Public Services. The region will support development with adequate public facilities and services in a coordinated,
efficient, and cost-effective manner that supports local and regional growth planning objectives.
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