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The Port of Seattle generated 194,000 jobs and 

$3.8 billion in direct wages in 2007.

Thousands of additional jobs and 

billions in revenue through re-spending

(direct wages spent on goods and 

services in the region).

Regional Economic Impact

The Port of Tacoma generated more than 43,000 jobs ïabout one in 

six ïin Pierce County, and 113,000 jobs in Washington state, according 

to a 2005 study. These jobs pay 41% more than the average local wage, 

generating $637 million in annual wages in Pierce County. 



Exports depend on competitive ports



Furniture & Fixtures 154,555

Toys, Games & Sports Equipment 86,594

Industrial Machinery 74,846

Footwear 64,418

Electric Machinery, Electronics 63,696

Apparel 55,916

Vehicles & Parts 43,305

Plastics & Articles Thereof 34,944

Articles of Iron & Steel 32,538

Rubber & Articles Thereof 23,719

Others 439,317

Total TP Import Volume 1,073,848

Oil Seeds, Etc.; Misc. Fruits, Nuts 139,643

Wood Pulp; Waste Paper 101,730

Wood & Articles of Wood 92,097

Paper & Paperboard 54,216

Food Residue; Animal Feed 51,848

Meat Products 34,804

Prepared Vegetables 30,247

Edible Vegetables 20,748

Edible Fruits & Nuts 18,566

Iron & Steel 17,334

Others 186,401

Total TP Export Volume 747,634

Containerized IMPORTS Containerized EXPORTS

*2009 Datamyne Data in Foreign Full TEUôs

Top Commodities

Combined Transpacific Trade @ the Ports of Seattle & Tacoma   

*2009 PIERS Data in Foreign Full TEUôs



Competitive Threats to 

PNW Container Business
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Ocean carrier port selection is driven by

cost & operational factors:

ÅImporter demand

ÅVessel Productivity

ÅTerminal operations costs

ÅRail costs

ÅFuel cost

ÅPort and State fees

ÅFederal fees 

Ships are Moveable Assets 

http://sharepoint/ExternalAffairsTeam/Ship types/pp Hyundai 4ship Crowley 09_03.jpg
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Canadaôs Gateway & Corridor Initiative 

Targets U.S. Midwest Cities



Caterpillar on Canadaôs 

Competitive Edge*

Because of constraints in the US transportation system:

Å40% of Caterpillarôs imports and exports now move through 

Canadian ports

Å50% of European imports through Halifax

ÅImports into Illinois from Montreal 2 to 3 days faster and more 

cost-effective than from Norfolk

ÅService is 2 days faster from Prince Rupert than LA/LB

ñWe are currently looking to use (Prince Rupert) for 

additional selected traffic in 2010.ò

* From testimony by Steve Larson, VP of Caterpillar Inc before the US Senate Subcommittee on International Trade, 

Customs and Global Competitiveness.



Panama Canal Doubling Capacity in 2014

Suez Canal already handling largest ships



Houston:  Bayport 

Terminal  $1.4 billion 

project.  2.3 M TEU.

Mobile:  New Terminal 

and ICTF.  800,000 TEU

Jacksonville:  2 new 

container terminals.     

2 Million TEU. 

Dredging to 45ôô

Savannah:  Terminal 

improvements to expand 

capacity to 6.5 Million TEU.  

48ô channel deepening project.

Jasper County:  Proposed $500m, 

1800 acre, 48ô depth.

Charleston:  Proposed new 

1.3M TEU terminal.  45ô deep.

Norfolk: current projects to expand to 

3M TEU.  New proposed Craney Island 

Terminal 2.5M TEU.  Private  APMT 1M 

TEU (2M expansion).   All 56ô depth.

New York:   52ô depth by 2012.  $1B 

committed to Bayonne Bridge  

solution for biggest ships.

Meldford, Nova Scotia (Prince Rupert of 

the East):  1.5 M TEU (2.5 M expanded). 

US Midwest is target via Suez.  Maher 

Terminals will complete by 2013.

Over 26 M TEU New 

Capacity Planned at 

East Coast/Gulf Ports



New York
Chicago

Jacksonville

Pittsburgh

Norfolk

CharlestonAtlanta

Columbus

Norfolk Southernôs Heartland Corridor

CSXôs National Gateway

New Double Stack Capacity from 

EC to Ohio Valley & Midwest



EC Incentives to Promote 
Port-Related Investment & Trade

*Port Tax Credit Bonus available to taxpayers who 

increase shipments through a GA port by 10%

Georgia Washington 

Corporate Tax Credits

Warehouse/Distribution Center & Cold 

Storage Tax Remittance

Job Tax Credit

Qualified Material Handling & Racking 

Remittance

Port Tax Credit*

Quality Jobs Tax Credit

Retraining Tax Credit

Child Care Tax Credits

Sales & Use Tax Exemption

Existing Inventory Job Credit Tax 

Bonus

Inventory Tax Exemption



Collaborative Efforts



Puget Sound Gateway

ÅCater to many of the 

same importers and 

exporters.

ÅRely on the same 

highway and rail 

infrastructure.

ÅCommon warehouse 

and distribution 

facilities



Collaboration

The Ports of Seattle and Tacoma collaborate in many areas 

ÅJoint Commission Meetings & Study Sessions

ÅInitiatives - NW Clean Air Strategy; FAST 

Corridor; Port Security (Operation Safe 

Commerce); Funding support for industry 

research projects on rail infrastructure, marine 

cargo forecasts, and the environment

ÅLegislative/PolicyïHarbor Maintenance Tax; 

National Export Initiative; Rail Corridor Initiative; 

Supply Chain Conference

ÅPromotion - Joint Ports Survey; Joint Presence 

at Trade Shows, Trade Missions & Industry 

Events; US West Coast Collaboration



Common Airshed


