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Today’s Agenda

• Project background 

• GMPB review and key themes

Bremerton
2



Key part of VISION 2050 & the Regional Growth Strategy

30 Regional Growth 
Centers

10 Manufacturing/ 
Industrial Centers

Guide regional growth allocations

Inform transit service planning

Advance local planning

Priority areas for PSRC’s federal 
transportation funding

Protects rural and natural resource 
areas

Background
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Centers Framework Background

2018 Regional Centers Framework
 

• Establishes criteria and planning 
expectations for regional centers

o Some existing centers fall short of today’s 
designation standards

o Timeline to meet requirements

• Monitoring and redesignation process in 2025

• Process to designate countywide centers
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Regional Growth Center Progress
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Since 2010, centers have added 25% of 
the region’s housing growth and over 
185,000 jobs

15 new or major updates to center 
plans since the Framework was 
adopted

27 centers meet or exceed existing 
density minimums

More centers now connected by light 
rail and bus rapid transit



Regional Growth Center Schedule

• GMPB discussion of project and policy topicsJuly - October 
2025

• GMPB preview of regional growth center reportsNovember – 
February 2026

• Potential GMPB recommendation on regional growth 
center redesignation March 2026

• Potential Executive Board action on regional growth 
center redesignation Spring 2026
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Redesignation and Certification Materials

Criteria Report

• Overview of criteria

• Identifies any 
comments or 
conditions

• Jurisdictional 
comments

• Summary of center 
subarea plans

• Planning 
recommendations

Subarea Plan 
Certification Report



Regional Growth Center Batches
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November 2025
Everett 
Seattle:

Downtown
First Hill/Capitol Hill
Northgate
South Lake Union
University District
Uptown

Tacoma 
Downtown
Mall

January 2026
Auburn
Bellevue
Bremerton
Burien
Bothell Canyon Park
Federal Way 
Kent
Puyallup Downtown
Redmond Downtown & 
Overlake
Renton
Silverdale

February 2026
Issaquah
Kirkland Greater 
Downtown & Totem 
Lake
Lakewood
Lynnwood
Puyallup South Hill
SeaTac
Tukwila
University Place



Redesignation Options for Consideration
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• Confirm that regional 
center meets 
applicable criteria

• Confirm that regional 
center meets most 
applicable criteria

• Identify specific 
actions and timeline 
to address 
inconsistencies

• Determine that center 
does not sufficiently 
meet regional criteria

• Provide timeline to 
remove regional 
designation

Redesignate as 
regional center 

Redesignate as 
regional center with 

conditions

Recommend 
designation as a 

countywide center



Redesignation Themes & Conditions

Density

• Meet existing and 
planned density

Size & 
Walkability 

• 320-640 acres
• Walkable size and 

shape

Center 
Subarea Plans

• Adopt and certify 
center subarea 
plans
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Boundaries and Walkability
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• Centers should have a size, shape and street 
pattern that supports walkability

• Potential condition to review boundary if 
exceed maximum size or have major 
pedestrian barriers

• Resubmit by 2029 (align with TOD bill) or 
with a revised subarea plan

• March GMPB: continue discussion of standards 
of review



Overview: Local Perspectives

• Jurisdictions are investing in and supporting centers

• New trails, light rail, housing and civic investments

• Pipeline of projects and recent subarea plans

• Shared challenges in generating market interest, particularly for 

office and retail
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Next Steps

• GMPB recommendation to Executive Board

• Review of manufacturing/industrial centers

• Support jurisdictions on conditions 

• Update centers framework (2026)
• Regional Staff Committee
• Equity Advisory Committee

• Review new center applications (2027/28)
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Thank You!
Liz Underwood-Bultmann, AICP
Principal Planner
LUnderwood-Bultmann@psrc.org

Nancy Ferber, AICP
Senior Planner
NFerber@psrc.org
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