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˧ ̥̖̘̠̣̖̤̔̒̚ ̠̗ ̡̠̖̟ ̡̤̖̒̔˫
Å˷̣̞̝̟̒̒̕ 
Å̠̣̜̟̘̈̚ ̗̠̣̖̤̥̤
Å˲̢̦̥̒̔̚ ̤̪̤̥̖̞̤
Å˿̥̦̣̝̒̒ ̝̟̤̒̕
Ạ̟̊̆̓̒ ̡̠̖̟ ̡̤̖̒̔
Å̖̘̠̟̝̃̒̚ ̥̣̝̤̒̚

̖̘̠̟̝̃̒̚ ̡̖̟̀ ̡̖̄̒̔ 
˴̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̒̚ ̝̟́̒
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Regional Open Space 
Network
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https://www.psrc.org/media/3729
https://www.psrc.org/media/3729


Protected Lands

Short term conservation goal  
in the plan (2018 - 2025): 
80,000 acres
Increase in acres mapped as 
conserved since 2018: 79,000
Å Includes new data sources
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Conservation Needs

˴̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̒̚ ̟̖̖̤̕ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ 
̣̖̘̠̟̝̒̚ ̡̠ ̖̟ ̡̤̒ ̖̔ ̟̖ ̨̥̠̣̜˫
Å˷̣̞̝̟̒̒̕˫ ˢˡ˥˝ˡˡˡ ̣̖̤̒̔ 
˙x ˡˢ˩̊

Å̠̣̜̟̘̈̚ ˷̠̣̖̤̥̤˫ ˢ˨˨˝˧˦ˡ 
̣̖̤̒̔

Å˲̢̦̥̒̔̚ ̪̤̥̖̞̤̄˫ ˩ˤ˝ˡ˥ˡ 
̣̖̤̒̔

Å˿̥̦̣̝̒̒ ˽̟̤̒̕˫ ˨ˢ˝˦ˣˡ ̣̖̤̒̔
Å̖̘̠̟̝̃̒̚ ̣̝̤̅̒̚˫ ˤˡˡ ̞̝̖̤̚ 
˙x ˡˢ˩̊

˥



Tree Canopy Cover

Goal: By 2050, tree canopy cover in 
region remains at 2018 levels. By 2050, 
it will increase in the regional open 
space network. 
Tree canopy cover change 2011 - 2023:
ÅRegion: decrease of 1%
ÅUrban: decrease of 2% 
ÅRegional open space network: 

decrease of 1%
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Urban Growth

2012- 2024 housing 
development in 
urban growth areas:
ÅRegion: 95 % 
ÅKing: 99%
ÅKitsap: 76% 
ÅPierce: 88%
ÅSnohomish: 92%

˧ˢˣ



Regional Trails

Goal: By 2050, add 300 miles to the 
regional trail network 
Since 2018, 30 miles added to the 
regional trail network. Examples:
ÅMountains to Sound Greenway Trail 

in King County
ÅSound to Olympics Trail in Kitsap 

County
ÅPipeline Trail in Pierce County
ÅWhite Horse Trail in Snohomish 

County
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Farmland Designations

Designated acres of farmland within ROSN study area

˩˨

County 2018 2026 Change

King 41,149 39,662 - 1,487

Pierce 31,785 31,427 - 359

Snohomish 60,310 59,930 - 381

Thurston 4,992 4,430 - 562

Mason 254 254 0

Total 138,490 135,702 - 2,788



WA DNR Forest Conversion Project

Potential categories for risk 
assessment
ÅCarbon storage
ÅOutdoor recreation importance
ÅWater supply
ÅCommercial timber supply
ÅSalmon bearing streams
ÅWater quality
Å Important animal habitats
ÅVulnerability of forested areas to 

non - forest type change due to 
climate change
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Ecosystem Cores and Corridors

ÅDeveloped by WA Dept of Fish 
and Wildlife

ÅProduced as part of WA 
Habitat Connectivity Action 
Plan

ÅTiered approach for measuring 
ecosystem tolerance for 
suboptimal 
conditions/human - modified 
landscapes

ˢˡ˨



Discussion Questions

ÅDo you have any questions about or 
suggestions for the maps or data?

ÅFor the forest conversion risk 
information, do any of the 
categories stand out as important 
areas to focus on for additional 
data analysis?

ÅWould it be valuable to overlay the 
ecosystem cores and corridors on 
the conservation needs map?

ÅDo you have any recommendations 
on showing areas of open space 
category overlap with  conservation 
needs?
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Goal: By 2050, all urban 
residents live within a 10 - minute 
walk of a park. 
ParkServe : urban population 
within a 10 - minute walk of a 
park: 72% (2026)
Å63% of regional growth 

centers have a park gap
Å50% of high - capacity transit 

station areas  have a park gap
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Parks & Urban Open Space
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https://parkserve.tpl.org/mapping/


˲̖̤̤̔̔ ̥̠ ̡̖̟̀ ̡̖̄̒̔ ˙˴̡̙̥̖̣̒ ˦̊
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Changes in this update:
Å Measuring Access to Urban Open 

Space ЬDiscuss ParkServe 
methodology and analysis

Å Identifying urban open space 
access gap areas

ÅUrban open space needs
ÅGreen space and displacement
ÅTree canopy and urban 

heat islands
ÅAccess to wild open space
ÅAccess to regional trails



New Topics and Research Approaches
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ÅGreen Space and Displacement
Å̅́˽Я̤ ˣˡˣ˥ ̡̖̠̣̥̃˫ 

Great Parks Should Not Uproot 
Communities: Green 
Gentrification Risk Factors and 
Anti - Displacement Options

ÅTree canopy and urban 
heat islands
ÅTree canopy  
Ǻ̄̃˴Я̤ ˶̢̦̥̪̚ ̣̜̖̣̅̒̔

ÅAccess to regional trails Ьwho has 
access to multi - use paths
ÅResearch on county websites



Discussion Questions

Å˵̠ ̪̠̦ ̧̙̖̒ ̟̪̒ ̢̦̖̤̥̠̟̤̚ 
̠̦̥̒̓ ̠̣ ̤̦̘̘̖̤̥̠̟̤̚ ̗̠̣ ̥̙̖ 
̡̣̜̒ ̖̤̤̒̔̔ ̟̗̠̣̞̥̠̟̒̚̚˰

Å̙̥̈̒ ̣̖̖̟̥̔ ̡̖̩̞̝̖̤̒ ̠̣ 
̣̖̤̠̦̣̖̤̔ ̣̖̝̥̖̒̕ ̥̠ ̥̙̖̤̖ 
̡̥̠̤̔̚ ̤̙̠̦̝̕ ̖̓ ̟̝̦̖̔̚̕̕˰

ˢ˦



Conservation Action Plan (Chapter 6)

16

Changes in this update:
Å  10 11 key conservation strategies

ÅTools
ÅActions
ÅCase studies
Å  Potential Measures of Success

 Performance measures



Key Conservation Strategies

1. Incorporate open space 
conservation and enhancement into 
all levels of planning  
Tools
ÅVISION 2060
ÅCounty/city comprehensive plans
ÅWatershed planning
ÅDevelopment regulations
ÅParks planning
Performance measures:
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˼̖̪ ˴̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̒̚ ̥̣̥̖̘̖̤̄̒̚

ˣ˟  ̡̡̦̠̣̥̄ ̨̘̣̠̥̙ ̟̚ ̥̙̖ ̣̘̙̥̚ ̡̝̖̤̒̔
̠̠̝̤̅
Ạ̟̊̆̓̒ ˸̨̣̠̥̙ ˲̣̖̒˝ ̖̘̠̟̝̃̒̚ ˸̨̣̠̥̙ 
̥̣̥̖̘̪̄̒˝ ̝̠̝̔̒ ̫̠̟̟̘̚ ̟̒̕ ̧̡̖̖̝̠̞̖̟̥̕ 
̠̖̤̔̕

̖̣̗̠̣̞̟̖́̒̔ ̞̖̤̦̣̖̤̒
Ḁ̝̖̊̄̒̓ ̆˸˲ ̠̦̟̣̪̓̒̕
Å˺̟̣̖̤̟̘̔̒̚ ̤̙̣̖̒ ̠̗ ̨̟̖ ̧̡̖̖̝̠̞̖̟̥̕ ̠̦̣̣̟̘̔̔̚ ̨̥̙̟̚̚ ̆˸˲
Å˲̣̖̤̔ ̠̗ ̡̧̞̖̣̠̦̤̚̚ ̤̦̣̗̖̒̔ ̘̟̒̚ ̡̖̣ ̨̟̖ ̙̠̦̤̟̘̚ ̦̟̥̚ ˙̦̘̖̥́ 
̠̦̟̄̕ ̡̣̥̟̖̣̤̙́̒̚˚

Å˺̟̣̖̤̟̘̔̒̚ ̡̖̣̖̟̥̘̖̔̒ ̠̗ ̨̟̖ ̙̠̦̤̟̘̚ ̤̚ ̞̦̝̥̚˞̦ ̟̥̚
18



Key Conservation Strategies

3. Keep working lands working
Tools
ÅTransfer of development rights, working lands 

designations, and economic development
Performance measures
ÅWorking lands designations are maintained, and 

enlarged where feasible
ÅNo net loss of acres in active production
ÅBy 2050: 104,000 additional acres of farmland are 

under long term protection
ÅBy 2050: 183,000 177,700 additional acres of 

working forests are under long term protection
19



Key Conservation Strategies

4. Support parks and open space and 
increase access to open space for 
urban residents 
Tools
ÅAcquisition, renovating existing open 

space, stacking benefits, partnerships 
with school districts, and more

Performance measures
ÅBy 2050, all urban residents live within 

a 10- minute walk of a park
ÅExpanded trailhead shuttle options 

available throughout the region

ˣˡ



˼̖̪ ˴̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̒̚ ̥̣̥̖̘̖̤̄̒̚
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5. Build a regional trail network
Tools
ÅRegional Active Transportation Plan, 

PSRC transportation funding, equity 
mapping

Performance measures
ÅBy 2050, add 300  270 miles to the 

regional trail network 
ÅMaintain equitable access to 

regional trail network (no difference 
in regional trails inside and outside 
of equity focus areas)



Key Conservation Strategies
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6. Enhance stewardship on open space lands
Tools
ÅConservation districts, public benefit ratings systems, 

forest/farm management plans, and ecosystem 
service markets

Performance measures
ÅCounties have implemented robust Public Benefit 

Ratings Systems
ÅAn increasing number of rural landowners in each 

county are enrolled in or participating in an 
educational or stewardship program 

ÅCarbon, water, or other ecological credits from open 
spaces in the region are sold



Key Conservation Strategies

˨˟  ̣̠̥̖̥́̔ ̣̖̞̟̟̘̒̚̚ ̜̖̪ ̙̥̥̒̓̒̚ ̣̖̤̒̒ 
̠̠̝̤̅
Å˴̧̠̟̤̖̣̥̠̟̒̚ ̖̤̖̞̖̟̥̒ ̟̒̕ ̗̖̖ 
̢̦̤̥̠̟̒̔̚̚̚ 

̖̣̗̠̣̞̟̖́̒̔ ̞̖̤̦̣̖̤̒
Å˳̪ xl ˦ˡ̋ ˪ʕ ˝ˡˡˡ ˩ ˤ˝ˡˡˡ ̥̠̟̝̒̒̕̕̚̚ 
̣̖̤̒̔ ̠̗ ̢̦̥̒̒̔̚ ̤̪̤̥̖̞ ̝̟̤̒̕ ̣̖̒ 
̦̟̖̣̕ ̝̠̟̘ ̥̖̣̞ ̡̣̠̥̖̥̠̟̔̚

Å˳̪ xl ˦ˡ̋ ˩x ˝ˡˡˡ ˨ˢ˝˦ˡˡ ̥̠̟̝̒̒̕̕̚̚ 
̣̖̤̒̔ ̠̗ ̟̥̦̣̝̒̒ ̝̟̤̒̕ ̣̖̒ ̦̟̖̣̕ ̝̠̟̘ 
̥̖̣̞ ̡̣̠̥̖̥̠̟̔̚

ˣˤ



Key Conservation Strategies
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8. Restore habitat in high value areas
Tools
ÅWatershed planning and restoration 

actions such as reconnecting 
floodplain habitat and softening 
marine shoreline armoring

Performance measures 
ÅNew acres of estuarine habitat 

restored
ÅNew acres of floodplain and side -

channel habitat is reconnected 
ÅNew acres of riparian area are 

restored


