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Regional Transportation Plan: Outreach and Equity
Equity Advisory Committee • February 3, 2022



• Regional Transportation Plan
 Outreach activities and what we’ve heard – Ben Bakkenta

 Highlights of equity analysis – Jean Kim
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Today’s Presentation
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Regional Transportation Plan
VISION 2050 Implementation



Discussion on Approach
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• Are there elements missing or that should be expanded?

• Are there additional approaches that we should be aware of?

• How can we improve?



RTP Outreach and Engagement
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Public opinion and involvement in development of the plan; 
focus on historically marginalized communities

• Plan Chapter 2
• Appendix E: Public 

Outreach and 
Engagement

• Information, guidance, 
and resources for 
members



Goals for Outreach and Engagement 

Goal 1: Engage a wide range of stakeholders

Goal 2: Carry out a robust equitable engagement strategy

Goal 3: Solicit substantive input

Goal 4: Use new and innovative techniques

Goal 5: Effectively communicate public input to the boards

Goal 6: Raise awareness of PSRC to residents across the region
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Early Outreach Efforts
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Survey Online Engagement 
Platform

Virtual Outreach 
Meetings

Social MediaPersonal Interviews



Outreach Methods
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• Social media ads in selected zip codes 
– Equity Focus Areas

• Asking partner organizations to share 
information

• Shared with PSRC membership and 
interested parties



Representative Survey
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Topics
• Current and future teleworking status
• Transportation features near home and work
• Travel after COVID-19

Logistics
• 1,900+ surveys completed
• Available in 5 languages
• Results presented to Board, summarized in draft plan



Online Survey
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PSRC Website
• Open to the public
• April – September 2021
• Available in 6 languages
• 1,200 responses

Questions
• Included same topics as representative survey
• Additional demographic questions
• Questions for people with special mobility needs



Transit system improvements and well-maintained roads and highways 
are top priorities 
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Expanded air travel connecting to places in and outside the region

Deliveries are fast and secure

More direct and faster ferry options

Widespread electric vehicle charging stations

Complete network for bicyclists and pedestrians

High speed rail connecting to places in and outside the region

Relaible, well maintained roads and highways

Expanded, faster transit service between major destinations across the region

Reliable, well connected transit service for local neighborhoods

Top Priorities for the Future of Transportation

Source: PSRC Online Future of Transportation Survey, 2021



Bike lanes, infrastructure for people with disabilities and traffic are 
among the lowest rated infrastructure near where people live 

12 Source: PSRC Online Future of Transportation Survey, 2021
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What Have We Heard?
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Top five priorities:
• Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways 
• Reliable, well-connected transit service for local neighborhoods
• Expanded transit to major destinations
• Complete bike/ped facilities
• High speed rail

Top three motivators to use transit more:
• Shorter trip times
• Easier to access
• Extended service



Coordinated Mobility Plan Outreach
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Top six mobility needs for people 
with special transportation needs:
• Shorter travel times 
• More transportation services at times 

when they are needed
• Accessible information about 

available services and language 
services

• Better access to health and wellness 
destinations

• Affordable transportation services 
• More connected ADA-accessible 

infrastructure (i.e., curb ramps)

Virtual Activities: 
• Presentation on RTP
• Engagement session to identify mobility 

needs and priorities of the communities 
with special transportation needs

80+
organizations 

invited

8

mobility 
coalition 
meetings

21
community 

outreach 
meetings

570+
total 

participants
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Gaps in Representation in Responses

Online survey responses: 
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7%

4%

No response
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$100k to $200k

$75k to $100k
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$25k to $50k

Under $25k

By Income
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Current and Future Outreach Efforts
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Focus Groups Online Open HouseVirtual Public Meetings



All four counties
• Met with four local youth 

committees 

Virtual Activities: 
1.Mapping exercise on frequent 

destinations, modes, and barriers
2.Visioning transportation in 2050 

Youth Outreach 

School

Frequent

Would like to go

Mode
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Current Travel
• Destinations: parks, friends’ houses, 

commercial centers
• Barriers: location of bus service, 

perceived safety, difficulty parking

Travel in 2050
• Strong interest in electric modes, 

particularly light rail 
• Connect transit to other modes, like 

walking and biking
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Youth Outreach 



Community Focus Groups

December
• 5 virtual focus groups

• Members compensated for their time

• Report end of January 2022

Purpose: 
• Understand more about the needs of 

community members

• Increase representation 
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Interviews with Major Employers and Business Interests

January and February 2022
• Connect with current networks

• Builds off work with Economic Development 
District Board

Purpose: 
• Understand the priorities, concerns and  

opportunities
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https://engage.psrc.org/welcome-rtp









Draft Plan Comment Period

January 13 – February 28, 2022

Online Open House
• Information about the draft plan

• Comment portal for public comments

• Virtual public Meetings: 2/2, 2/8, 2/9

Presentations to interested groups & PSRC committees
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Discussion on Approach
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• Are there elements missing or that should be expanded?

• Are there additional approaches that we should be aware of?

• How can we improve?



Regional Transportation Plan & Equity
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• Builds from VISION 2050
• Elevates equity throughout the plan—all 

sections of the plan identify potential plan 
impacts on historically marginalized and 
underserved communities

• The plan provides resources for project-level 
analysis and mitigation to help advance equity

• PSRC Visualization Tool: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a58
7d27d1c444a6e891fe1b58508622d/page/Fut
ure-Conditions/

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a587d27d1c444a6e891fe1b58508622d/page/Future-Conditions/


RTP Equity Analysis
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• Provides an evaluation of potential benefits and burdens 
of proposed transportation policies and projects on 
historically marginalized communities

• Equity Focus Demographics
• People of color
• People with low incomes 
• People with disabilities
• Youth (ages 5-17)
• Older adults (aged 65 and above)
• People with limited English proficiency (LEP)



RTP Equity Analysis
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• Region 
• Equity Focus Areas

• Above 50% / Above Regional Average People of Color
• Above 50% / Above Regional Average People with Low Incomes 
• Above Regional Average People with Disabilities
• Above Regional Average Youth (age 5-17)
• Above Regional Average Older Adults (aged 65+)
• Above Regional Average People with Limited English Proficiency

• Non-Equity Focus Areas



Equity Focus Areas
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People of Color People with 
Low Incomes

People with 
Disabilities

Youth (Ages 5-17) Older Adults (Aged 65+) People with Limited 
English Proficiency



Analysis Methodology and Measures

31

Future Conditions
The forecast is based on the current 
geographic distribution of equity focus areas 

Transportation Measures
• Transportation Mode Share
• Access to Transit
• Walking and Biking
• Vehicle Travel
• Transportation Affordability



Key Highlights: Access to Transit
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Region

People of Color EFA

People of Color Above 50% EFA

People with Low Incomes EFA

People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA

People with Disabilities EFA

Youth EFA

Older Adults EFA

People with LEP EFA

2018 2050

Percentage of Households within ½ mile of HCT Stations

In 2050, areas with higher 
concentrations of people of color and 
people with low incomes are forecasted 
to have the greatest access to High-
Capacity Transit (HCT) stations.



Key Highlights: Walking and Biking
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People of Color EFA

People of Color Above 50% EFA

People with Low Incomes EFA

People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA

People with Disabilities EFA

Youth EFA

Older Adults EFA

People with LEP EFA

2018 2050

Time Walking and Biking Daily per Person (In Minutes)

Currently, arterials in people of color, 
people with low incomes, and people 
with LEP equity focus areas have 
complete sidewalks at higher rates 
than the regional average (41%) 

By 2050, residents of people of color and 
people with low incomes equity focus 
areas are projected to walk and bike the 
most among other equity populations. 



Key Highlights: Vehicle Travel

34

2018 2050 % Change
Region 17 13.7 -19%
People of Color EFA 15.1 11.5 -24%
Non-People of Color EFA 18.6 15.6 -16%
People of Color Above 50% EFA 14.6 11.8 -19%
Non-People of Color Above 50% EFA 17.6 14.2 -19%
People with Low Incomes EFA 15.2 11.7 -23%
Non-People with Low Incomes EFA 18.3 15.3 -16%
People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA 11.6 9.5 -18%
Non-People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA 17.1 13.8 -19%
People with Disabilities EFA 16.9 13.2 -22%
Youth EFA 18.7 16.1 -14%
Older Adults EFA 17.6 14.3 -19%
People with LEP EFA 15.6 12.2 -22%

Average Vehicle Miles Driven Daily per Person

Compared to today, residents of most equity focus areas are 
projected to drive less in 2050, except the areas with 
relatively high concentrations of youth and older adults. 



Key Highlights: Transportation Affordability
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2018 2050 % Change
Region $         2,900 $          3,730 +29%
People of Color EFA $         2,590 $          3,240 +25%
Non-People of Color EFA $         3,140 $          4,180 +33%
People of Color Above 50% EFA $         2,640 $          3,410 +29%
Non-People of Color Above 50% EFA $         2,960 $          3,810 +29%
People with Low Incomes EFA $         2,590 $          3,210 +24%
Non-People with Low Incomes EFA $         3,120 $          4,160 +33%
People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA $         2,060 $          2,660 +29%
Non-People with Low Incomes Above 50% EFA $         2,920 $          3,760 +29%
People with Disabilities EFA $         2,840 $          3,500 +23%
Youth EFA $         3,350 $          4,460 +33%
Older Adults EFA $         2,970 $          3,860 +30%
People with LEP EFA $         2,720 $          3,500 +29%

Annual Out-of-Pocket Transportation

By 2050, residents of most equity focus areas are 
forecast to face an increase in transportation 
costs, but at rates similar or lower than the 
regional average (+29%).



Proximity to Regional Capacity Projects
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2022-2050 Regional Capacity Projects 

(Financially Constrained) Map 

90% of census tracts within people of color 
and people with low incomes equity focus 
areas are touched by one or more regional 
capacity projects.



Discussion
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• Are the potential equity issues clear and appropriately identified? 
• Are there elements missing or that should be expanded?

• Are there additional resources or measures that we should be 
aware of?

• What can we improve?



Next Steps
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Public comment period through February 28th

• Visit RTP webpage at: https://engage.psrc.org/welcome-rtp

https://engage.psrc.org/welcome-rtp


Schedule
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Three public meetings with a live presentation and Q&A session:
• Wednesday, February 2, 8:00-9:00 am
• Tuesday, February 8, 12:00-1:00 pm
• Wednesday, February 9, 5:30-6:30 pm



Ben Bakkenta
bbakkenta@psrc.org
206-971-3286
Jean Kim
jkim@psrc.org
206-971-3052

mailto:bbakkenta@psrc.org
mailto:jkim@psrc.org
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