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• Metropolitan Planning Organization

• Formed by state law in 2005 to 

integrate planning for transportation 

and land use

• Serving 7 counties, 284 

municipalities, 8.5 million residents

About CMAP





Resilience



Prioritized Investment



Inclusive Growth



Economically Disconnected Areas (EDAs)

Disinvested areas

Both Economically Disconnected and Disinvested

Economically Disconnected 

and Disinvested Areas

Low-income households

And a greater than regional 

average share of:

• People of color

• Limited-English 

proficiency households

EDAs Disinvested

Greatest job losses 

since 1970s

Lowest commercial real 

estate values

Low rates of small 

loans to business



How have we used this 
framing since adopting 
ON TO 2050?

• Community Cohort Tool

• Equity-based programming 

criteria for federal funds

• Equity in Transportation Fines, 

Fees, and Fares report

• Equitable Engagement Program



Groups regional municipalities into four 

cohorts based on:

• Percent in EDAs

• Tax base per capita

• Median household income

• Population

Community Cohorts

Prioritized for:

• CMAP Technical Assistance

• Cook County CARES Act funds

• Toll credits used as local matching 

funds



• $300 million in federal funds to local 

transportation projects every 2 years

• Solicit applications from municipalities, 

counties, highway and transit agencies

• Sources: Surface Transportation Program 

(STP), Congestion Mitigation and Air 

Quality (CMAQ), and Transportation 

Alternatives Program (TAP)

Equity measures in 

programming



Transportation 

Development Credits

for Highways (TDCH)

• Available only for local communities 

in Community Cohort 4  (Highest 

Need)

• Stand in for local match in STP, 

CMAQ, or TAP projects

• Flexible but does not support right-

of-way acquisition



• Select projects using performance-

based methods 

• Help meet state/regional targets

• Assist disadvantaged communities

• Leverage other funds and fill gaps

• Spend in a timely manner

• Promote transparency

STP-Shared Fund



STP-SF call for 
projects

• Modeling to measure how many 

low-income users of color would 

benefit

• $200 million over 5 years

• Scoring criteria

• Readiness (25%)

• Transportation impact (50%)

• Planning factors (25%)



P
la

n
n

in
g

 F
a
c
to

rs



• $31 million for communities with the 

highest need

• 4 of 17 projects funded are in 

communities with populations of less 

than 10,000

• 25% of the users will be low-income 

people of color

STP-SF first call 

equity impacts



Purpose: Advance ON TO 2050 goals

Fees, Fines, and Fares

• Leverage transportation 

system to promote 

inclusive growth

• Fully fund the region’s 

transportation system



• Assess how fees, fines, and 

fares impact residents with 

low income

• Recommend policy changes 

to improve equity

• Supported by a resource 

group of civic and public 

partners

Fees, Fines, and Fares

Project approach





Equitable Engagement 

Program

• Acknowledges government’s role in 

historical legacies as well as modern-

day structures and systems that 

repeat patterns of exclusion

• Enhance CMAP’s existing outreach 

and engagement efforts

• Advance equity and environmental 

justice in regional planning



Equitable Engagement 

Program

• Three year contract with a Chicago-

based non-profit team acting as 

intermediary and co-designer

• UIC University Transportation 

Center performing an independent 

evaluation at close

• $250,000 for stipends to non-profits 

during initial effort
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