
Regional Staff Committee • July 21, 2022

Draft Place Typology for Housing Actions & Tools



Purpose of a Housing Typology

• To retain a commonality of approach regionally while tailoring recommendations to 
specific locations based on their needs and opportunities

• To identify appropriate tools and actions to support housing access and affordability 
now and as places change and grow

• Respond to stakeholder feedback – “everyone has a role to play”



Draft Map

• Six types of places identified by colors

• Higher growth areas shown in border
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PROMOTE INVESTMENT & OPPORTUNITY
Lower  Displacement Risk/Lower Opportunity

IMPROVE ACCESS & AFFORDABILITY
Higher Displacement Risk/Lower Opportunity

IMPROVE ACCESS & HOUSING CHOICES
Moderate Displacement Risk/Lower Opportunity

STRENGTHEN ACCESS & AFFORDABILITY
Higher Displacement Risk/Higher Opportunity

INCREASE ACCESS TO SF NEIGHBORHOODS
Lower DisplacementRisk/Higher Opportunity

TRANSFORM & DIVERSIFY
Moderate Displacement Risk/Higher Opportunity

Transit: Quality transit access

Land Use: Strong market, large growth 
capacity

Housing: Majority MF rentals, rents 
rising quickly 

People: More diverse, less affluent 

Transit: Access to non-rail transit 

Land Use: Moderate growth capacity

Housing: Majority own SF homes

People: Need to expand pathways into 
these neighborhoods 

Transit: Limited transit access now, 
more coming online

Land Use: Emerging market, moderate 
growth capacity

Housing: Mix of rent and own, prices 
rising quickly 

People: Similar to region as a whole

Transit: Quality transit access

Land Use: Poised for growth –
planning and capacity

Housing: Mix of rent and own, prices 
rising quickly 

People: Similar to region as a whole

Transit: Limited access 

Land Use: Mild market demand, 
limited growth capacity

Housing: Majority own SF homes

People: Less diverse, more affluent 

Transit: Good transit access now, 
more coming online

Land Use: Moderate market and 
growth capacity 

Housing: Majority MF rentals, rents 
rising quickly

People: More diverse, less affluent 



Tools & Actions by Type of Place

• Identify potential tools and actions from the Regional Housing Strategy and Housing 
Innovations Program (HIP) for:

• All types of places – regionwide 
• By type of place 

• Sorting based on:
• The policy objectives for the different types of places, 
• The direction set in Regional Housing Strategy, 
• and findings from the 2019 Housing Incentives and Tools Survey on what tools 

and incentives are most effective

• List is a starting place for local jurisdictions and/or options to continue housing work 
– not an exhaustive list
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Web Platform for Typology & Resources 

• Interactive web platform  
• User can select a census tract/type of place and get information on the 

recommended tools and actions for that type of place
• Show the connections between various tools and actions

• Beta testing late summer/early fall



Questions for the Committee

• Does the sorting of tools and actions by type of place make sense? Is 
anything missing?

• What is needed – technical assistance, accessibility of final typology 
products, communication to elected officials and stakeholders etc. – to help 
use of the typology in local planning?



Next Steps

• PSRC staff will update the draft typology based on RSC feedback

• Opportunity for committee to beta test web platform in late summer/early fall

• Final web platform completed in late 2022

Image: Capitol Hill Housing 



Thank you.

Laura Benjamin, AICP
Lbenjamin@psrc.org •206-464-7134

mailto:Lbenjamin@psrc.org
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