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Today’s Conversation

Census Bureau Data Products

Accessing the Data

Caveats and Limitations

Trainings, Webinars

Available Resources,
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Census Bureau Data Products

Census publishes 130+ data products

Commonly Used Data in Local Planning
« Decennial Census

 American Community Survey (ACS)
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2020 Decennial Census Data Products — Redistricting Data

Redistricting Data:
* Information states need to redraw/redistrict their legislative

boundaries
* Redistricting data includes block-level counts of the population by:
* Race * Housing occupancy status
» Ethnicity (Hispanic or Latino origin)  « Group quarters population
* Voting age
Timelines:

» Redistricting data files released on September 2021
« Official corrections & other data to be released mid-2023
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The ACS and the Decennial Census

How are they different?

Purpose

Collects

Produces

New Data Every

Data Reflect
United States®

Census

eassssssssss Bureau

ACS Decennial Census

Sample estimates Official counts

Detailed social, economic,
housing, and demographic

characteristics Basic demographics

Population and housing

characteristics — Trends Population and housing

. totals
and comparisons
Year 10 years
Period of time Point in time

1 year* and Syears

* Available for geographies with population 65,000+



The American Community Survey (ACS)

Content Overview

POPULATION HOUSING

SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC
_ _ o Costs (Mortgage, Rent,
Hispanic Origin Taxes, Insurance)
Race
Population
ECONOMIC
Tenure (Own/Rent)
Income
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Types of ACS Tables

Data Profiles

 Most frequently requested social, economic, housing,
and demographic data

Subject/Detailed Tables

* Dive deeper to answer more complex questions
* e.9., Poverty status in the last 12 months

What if | can’t find what | need?
« Consider using either the 1-Year or 5-Year vintage of ACS

 Larger jurisdictions could consider PUMS (Public Use
Microdata Sample)




Census Geographies

Commonly used geographies and where to find them

Geography
(Largestto Decennial Census
smallest)
Counties Yes Yes
Places Yes™ Yes
Tracts Yes* Yes
Block Groups Yes*™ Yes
Blocks No Yes

*May require the 5YR ACS

Places

Nation

Regions

Divisi

Stat

Counties

Census Tracts/BNA's

Block Groups

ons

)

Al/ANA’s

Blocks

Source: Castagneri, J. (2019). United States Census Data. 7The Geographic

Information Science & Technology Body of Knowledge (1st Quarter 2019
Edition), John P. Wilson (Ed.). DOI: 10.22224/qgistbok/2019.1.8
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Workers 16 years and over—Mean travel time to work (minutes)—
a a C e S u S OV Survey/Program: American Community Survey Product: 2017: ACS 5-Year Estimaies
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—— Bureau
LEGEND
I l 28-333
245-21.9
214-244
186-213 2
= _—a g Q, Little Rock city, Arkansas
somi
Commuting Means of Transportation to Work in Little Rock
18.6 +.04 city, Arkansas

Average commute to
work (in minutes) in Little
Rock city, Arkansas

Drove alone - 82.5%

Carpool - 9.9%
.

Explore Census Data

= = . ] work (in minutes) in the 17
The Census Bureau is the leading source of quality data about the nation's people and economy. i e :"a'ke“ tei%
Other means - 1.2%
" Table: DPO3 1
Find Tables, Maps, and more ... Table Survey/Frogram ]
2017 American Worked at home - 3.7%

Community Survey 5-
Year Estimates

Advanced Search (7 Help G Feedback

census.gov/data/what-is-data-census-gov.html




PSRC Data Tools

Recently Launched Data Portal:

» (Collection of Decennial and ACS Data Profiles (and
many other data sources!)

» https://psrc-psregcencl.hub.arcgis.com/
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New Community Profiles Portal:
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« https://psrcwa.shinyapps.io/community-profiles/



https://psrc-psregcncl.hub.arcgis.com/
https://psrcwa.shinyapps.io/community-profiles/

Data Limitations & Caveats

ACS and margins of error, particularly for smaller
geographies

Impact of pandemic on data collection and reliability

Differential Privacy — 2020 Decennial Census

« Smaller geographies are likely impacted




Census Bureau Resources, Trainings, and

Webinars
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Within Library

ACS Data Stories

ACS Flyers

ACS Information Guide
Handbooks

Infographics &
Visualizations

Publications and
Working Papers

Videos
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Respond to the ACS
Leam how

Researchers ~ Educators  Survey Respondents

Data & Maps  Surveys & Programs

News  NAICS Codes Jobs  AboutUs ContactUs  Help

Resource Library Search data, events, resources, and more Q

/I Census gov American Community Survey (ACS) Library American Community Survey Handbooks for Data Users What State and Local Government Users Need to Know

Understanding and Using American
Community Survey Data: What
State and Local Government Users

Need to Know

August 2020

Share f , in

Facebook Twitter Linkedin

A primary mission of state and local
governments is to deliver efficient and effective
services and enact policies that advance public
safety and economic growth. For more than a
decade, the U.S. Census Bureau’s American
Community Survey (ACS) has provided data to
help governments meet the needs of their
constituents. The ACS provides a dynamic
picture of the population and housing attributes
of states, counties, and municipalities, large and
small.

This guide provides a brief overview of how state
and local governments are using ACS data to

Related Information

American Community Survey
Handbooks for Data Users
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Download Understand and Using
American Community Survey
Data: What State and Local
Government Users Need to Know
[PDF - 6.7 MB]

https://www.census.gov/programs-
surveys/acs/library/handbooks/stat
e-local.html
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~ Assistant Planner - Data Applications |
Puget Sound Regional Council
eclute@psrc.org
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