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Methodology

« King, Snohomish, Pierce, and Kitsap County
Residents

« Conducted March 3-12, 2025, in English/Spanish

. Mixed land/mobile telephone and email/web
methodology

« 2,000 interviews; overall margin of error +/-2.8
+ King: n=750
« Pierce: n=500
« Shohomish: Nn=450
e Kitsap: n=300
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Key Takeaways

« Residents are concerned about road safety. Improving safety for
road users is a priority across the region — especially for drivers, but
also for pedestrians and bicyclists.

« Residents tend to see other drivers’ behaviors as a bigger contributor
to safety problems than lack of safety infrastructure.

« That said, most support changes to the built environment when
connected to how those changes can alter driver behaviors and
build safer driving into the system.

- Traffic congestion, public transit, road maintenance are dominant
concerns in region when it comes to transportation.



Road Safety Perceptions




Biggest Regional Road Safety Concern el

Over a third of residents mention other drivers’ behavior as their biggest concern when it comes to regional road safety.
Around one-in-six mention road conditions.

When you think about all other trips you make around the greater Puget Sound region, what is your
biggest concern when it comes to safety on our roads?

Road conditions/maintenance 17% 41% are about
Bad/Inexperienced/Reckless drivers 17% drivers or bad
Traffic/Congestion/Overpopulation 13% driving behavior

Speeding/Racing

Distracted/Unaware drivers

Road rage/Aggressive drivers

Lack of traffic law enforcement

Poor visibility at night/in inclement weather
Walkability/Pedestrians/Cyclists/Bike lanes/Sidewalks
Poor/Confusing road signs/Markings

Drunk/Impaired driving

General safety/Shootings

(Open-ended
question; verbatim
responses coded
into categories)

Other
Nothing/Don't know/Refused

Q4.



Biggest Regional Road Safety Concern el

Regional concerns are fairly similar across counties. Speeding and Street racing is a bit more of a concern to Kitsap and Pierce

residents.
King Pierce Snohomish Kitsap
Road conditions 17% 18% 17% 15%
Bad/Reckless drivers 18% 15% 16% 17%
Traffic 11% 13% 18% 17%
Speeding/Street racing 8% 10% 6% 12%
Distracted/Unaware
. / 6% 9% 7%
drivers
Road rage/Aggressive
6 ./ g8 8% 8% 7%
drivers
Lack of law enforcement 7% 3% 4%

NOTE: Category labels shortened for readability ) )
Q4. When you think about all other trips you make around the greater Puget Sound (Open-ended question; verbatim responses coded

region, what is your biggest concern when it comes to safety on our roads? into categories; only top responses shown)




Road Safety Problems EMC

research

About 70% of residents say distracted driving and drivers looking at their phones are problems, and about a third say
speeding and lack of enforcement for unsafe driving are very big problems.

WS - Very bigproblem m4 Total Problem Mean

Drivers looking at their cell phone 46% 71% 4.1

Drivers who are distracted 43% 70% 4.0

People driving too fast 35% 60% 3.7

There is little threat of a ticket or consequences for drivers who speed,

9 0,
drive aggressively, or run red lights 35% 55% 3.6

Drivers not watching for pedestrians or bicyclists 25% 52% 3.5

Lack of sidewalks and crosswalks that separate pedestrians from cars 26% 46% 33
Lack of bike lanes that separate bikes from cars 22% 43% 3.2

People who are riding bikes not following the law 23% 42% 3.1

Pedestrians not watching for drivers when crossing the street 20% 40% 3.2

Drivers running red lights 19% 39% 3.1

People crossing streets without using marked crosswalks 19% 37% 3.1

Roadways that don’t have things like median dividers, left turn arrows,

0,
and other safety features 15% 34% 3.0

Q27-Q38. For the following items, please indicate how much of a problem each one is when it comes to road safety in your area.
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Perceived Safety Ene

Across modes, residents tend to feel safest moving around residential streets. Majorities feel unsafe walking or bicycling along
or crossing major roadways.

m Very ® Somewhat = (Don't ® Somewhat m Very Total  Total
safe safe know) unsafe unsafe Safe  Unsafe
Iki . ol :
Walking along rfa5|dent|a streets in your 20% 30%
neighborhood
Walking along or crossing major 48% 51%
roadways in your area
Bicycling along residential streets in your
53% 46%
area
Lo | . .
Bicycling along f)r crossing major 33% 67%
roadways in your area
Driving on residential streets in your area 84% 16%
Driving on major roadways in your area 69% 31%
Driving on freeways in your area 15% 62% 38%

Q20-Q26. Please indicate how safe you would rate each of the following with respect to road safety. ‘



Perceived Walking Safety by County EMC,

Only about a quarter of Pierce, Snohomish, and Kitsap residents say they feel very safe walking along residential streets in
their neighborhoods, and about one-in-ten feel very safe walking along major roadways.

W Very M Somewhat W (Don't M Somewhat W Very Total Total
safe safe know) unsafe unsafe Safe  Unsafe

King 75% 25%

Walking along Pierce 65%  35%
residential streets in

your neighborhood Snohomish 65% 35%

Kitsap 60% 40%

King 52% 47%

Walking along or Pierce 47%  53%

crossing major roadways
in your area Snohomish 9% 44% 56%
Kitsap 10% 35% 65%

Q20-Q21. Please indicate how safe you would rate each of the following with respect to road safety.



Perceived Biking Safety by County EMC,

Outside of King County, less than half of residents say they feel safe bicycling along residential streets.

W Very W Somewhat ™ (Don't M Somewhat m Very Total Total
safe safe know) unsafe unsafe Safe  Unsafe
King 16% ’ 10% 58% 41%
Bicycling along Pierce 15% 49%  50%
residential streets in
your area Snohomish 14% v 48% 52%
Kitsap 45% 55%
King 35% 64%
Bicycling along or Pierce 31%  69%
crossing major roadways
in your area Snohomish 31% 68%
Kitsap [ 29% 70%

Q22-Q23. Please indicate how safe you would rate each of the following with respect to road safety. 10
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Road Safety Investment Priorities EMC,

Residents are open to changing the built environment. A third strongly agree we need to spend money on changing
transportation infrastructure and 7-in-10 overall agree. They also see a need for more education and enforcement.

W Strongly B Somewhat ¥ (Don't B Somewhat M Strongly Total Total
agree agree know) disagree disagree Agree Disagree

We need to spend money on changing our transportation
infrastructure so that additional safety measures are built
into the transportation system automatically, instead of
relying on drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians to behave.

70% 29%

We need more persuasive public messaging and required
driver education courses to encourage and change
behaviors on the road.

68% 32%

We need to spend more time and money on law
enforcement officers patrolling and enforcing the rules of
the road, like ticketing drivers who speed, drive
distracted, or break the law.

62% 38%

We need more tools to enforce good behavior on the
roads, like red-light cameras and speed cameras that issue
tickets so that drivers face financial penalties and change
their behavior.

50% 50%

Q39-Q42. We have to make choices when it comes to how we spend dollars on transportation.
Next are a series of statements. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each. 11



Transportation Priorities
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Most Important Transportation Problem EMG&

Traffic and public transportation issues top the list of transportation problems in Puget Sound, with over a quarter of residents
mentioning each.

Thinking about all of the ways people get around Puget Sound, what do you think is the most
important transportation problem facing the Puget Sound region today?

28%
25%

Traffic/Congestion

Public transit availability/access

Road infrastructure/Planning/Repairs
Overpopulation/Too many people/Too many cars

Gas prices/Taxes/Inflation
(Open-ended

question; verbatim
responses coded
into categories)

Ferries/Lack of ferries/Ferry reliability/Ferry wait times
Road safety/Unsafe drivers

Public transit safety

Crime/Public safety

Other
Nothing/Don't know/Refused

Q2. 13



Most Important Transportation Problem EMC

research

Traffic is a top-of-mind concern across counties, while public transportation is more of a concern in King County. Ferry-related
issues are mentioned by about one-in-five Kitsap residents.

King Pierce Snohomish Kitsap
Traffic/Congestion 27% 29% 33% 24%
Public transit
- 29% 23% 19% 14%
availability/access
Road infrastructure
. . / 18% 20% 21% 22%
Planning/ Repairs
Overpopulation/Too
PR / 5% 5%
many people/cars
Ferry reliability/ wait
" v/ 1% 1% 22%

times

Q2. Thinking about all of the ways people get around Puget Sound, what do you think (Open-ended question; verbatim responses coded
is the most important transportation problem facing the Puget Sound region today? into categories; only top responses shown) 14




Transportation Priorities

EMC;

research

Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways and reduced traffic across the region are the top two priorities for residents

across Puget Sound.

M 5 - Very high priority 4

Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways 65%
Reduced congestion on roads and highways across the region 59%
Improved safety for drivers 46%
Reliable, well-connected transit service for local neighborhoods 44%
Expanded, faster transit service between major destinations across the region 39%
High speed rail connecting to places in and outside the region 42%
Improved safety for pedestrians and bicyclists 37%
Complete network for bicyclists and pedestrians 25%
Deliveries are fast and secure 19%
More direct and faster ferry options 19%
Widespread electric vehicle charging stations 12% 30%

Expanded air travel connecting to places in and outside the region 14% 28%

Q8-Q19. The Puget Sound region continues to grow and create more demands on the transportation system. Thinking about the transportation
system in our area, please rate how much of a priority you feel each of the following should be for transportation in the central Puget Sound region.

Total Priority Mean

88%

4.5
4.3
4.0
3.9
3.8
3.7
3.7
3.2
3.3
3.2
2.7
2.8

15



Top Transportation Priorities by County  EMC

The top two highest rated priorities are consistent across counties. Transit service-related issues beat out driver safety in King
County.

Total Priority Mean

Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways 87% 4.4
Ki Reduced congestion on roads and highways across the region 4.2
ing Reliable, well-connected transit service for local neighborhoods 74% 4.1

Expanded, faster transit service between major destinations* 4.0

" Reliable, wel-maintained roads and highways NN 1% 46
. Reduced congestion on roads and highways across the region 43
Plerce Improved safety for drivers 4.2
Improved safety for pedestrians and bicyclists 3.6

" Reliable, well-maintained roads and highways | NN 90% 45
. Reduced congestion on roads and highways across the region 87% 4.5
Snohomish Improved safety for drivers 4.1
Reliable, well-connected transit service for local neighborhoods 3.8

- _Raagle,_w;";m_inail;d—ro;ds_arﬁ ﬁgﬁw;ys ______________________ 8 ;%_ N _4_5 3
. Reduced congestion on roads and highways across the region 4.2
Kltsap Improved safety for drivers 71% 4.0
More direct and faster ferry options 66% 3.8
Q8-Q19. The Puget Sound region continues to grow and create more demands on the transportation system. Thinking about the transportation *...across the region

system in our area, please rate how much of a priority you feel each of the following should be for transportation in the central Puget Sound region. 16



Data Uses

« Data for outreach and
engagement



Thank You!

Ben Bakkenta

Director of Regional Planning

bbakkenta@psrc.org

Puget Sound Regional Council
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