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Background

Accessory dwelling units (ADUs) are a key strategy for expanding housing options in central Puget
Sound communities, but the cost and complexity of ADUs may limit the number built in the region.
Pre-approved ADU plans can help overcome some of these challenges by streamlining the
permitting process and reducing design expenses for residents. Pre-approved ADU plan sets are
designed to comply with local development standards and design requirements, reviewed for
compliance, and designated as “pre-approved” by the jurisdiction.

Across the country, jurisdictions have adopted a range of pre-approved ADU plan programs.
While each program is unique, most fall into one of two common models:

1. Open Submission or Design Competition: The jurisdiction issues a call for plan submissions
or hosts a design competition. Selected plans are pre-approved by the jurisdiction and are
shared with the public. Residents contact the architect directly to purchase the rights to use
a plan and may also hire the architect to prepare a site plan for submittal. Residents may
choose to work with the architect to make modifications to the plan, although depending
on the changes this may compromise the pre-approval status.

e Eugene, OR: Pre-Approved Accessory Dwelling Unit Program (hybrid approach that also
includes one city-owned plan for free)

e Leavenworth, WA: Pre-Approved Housing Plans

e San Antonio, TX: Casita Permit-Ready Plan Library (includes a plan pre-approved for use
in historic districts)

e San Jose, CA: Preapproved ADUs

e Raleigh, NC: ADU Fast Track Program

2. Jurisdiction-Commissioned Designs: The jurisdiction hires an architect to develop pre-
approved ADU plans. The jurisdiction retains ownership of the plans, which are typically
offered to residents at no cost. This model can be more affordable for residents but offers
less flexibility, as jurisdictions typically have no way to facilitate even minor modifications.
e Kirkland, WA: Pre-Approved DADUs
e Lacey, WA: Permit-Ready ADUs
e Los Angeles County, CA: Pre-Approved ADU Standard Plans
e Port Angeles, WA: Permit-Ready Plans Program
e San Benito County, CA: County Pre-Approved ADU Building Plans
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https://www.eugene-or.gov/4707/Pre-Approved-Accessory-Dwelling-Unit-Pro
https://www.eugene-or.gov/4792/The-Joel-by-City-of-Eugene---Free-Plan-S
https://cityofleavenworth.com/your-city-hall/departments/community-development/planning/housing/pre-approved-housing-plans/
https://www.sa.gov/Directory/Departments/NHSD/Affordable-Housing/Casita-Program/Plan-Library
https://www.sa.gov/Directory/Departments/NHSD/Affordable-Housing/Casita-Program/Plan-Library/Plan-1-The-Maricela
https://www.sa.gov/Directory/Departments/NHSD/Affordable-Housing/Casita-Program/Plan-Library/Plan-1-The-Maricela
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/business/development-services-permit-center/accessory-dwelling-units-adus/preapproved-adus
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/db482b2fdbc34ebeb174438a091097d8
https://www.kirklandwa.gov/Government/Departments/Planning-and-Building/Housing/Accessory-Dwelling-Units#section-6
https://cityoflacey.org/adu/
https://pw.lacounty.gov/building-and-safety/adu/pre-approved#:%7E:text=Pre%2DApproved%20ADU%20Standard%20Plans,-Under%20the%20Pre&text=The%20goal%20is%20to%20expedite,to%20match%20the%20specific%20site.
https://cityofpa.us/1306/Permit-Ready-Plans
https://www.sanbenitocountyca.gov/departments/resource-management-agency/building-and-code-enforcement-division/county-pre-approved-adu-building-plans-copy
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Resources from Session Speakers

Washington State Department of Commerce

Guidance for Accessory Dwelling Units in Washington State: Commerce’s guidance provides a
wealth of information on ADU implementation, including state ADU requirements and information
about programmatic elements including pre-approved ADU plans.

Kitsap Regional Coordinating Council and City of Poulsbo

Pre-Approved ADU Plans: KRCC is undergoing collaborative work to develop pre-approved ADU
plans for use across Kitsap County, including in the cities of Bainbridge Island, Bremerton, Port
Orchard, and Poulsbo. Four sets of plans have currently been released for use across Kitsap
County, with two more sets coming soon. See how the City of Poulsbo has used these plans here.

City of Renton

Permit Ready ADU (PRADU) Program: The City of Renton offers free ADU model base plans for
residential property owners within the city's jurisdictional boundary. Staff work with property
owners one-on-one to determine project feasibility, including ADU placement, potential barriers,
and next steps to prepare applicants for an expedited review process.

City of Seattle

Pre-Approved DADUs: The City of Seattle hosted a pre-approved ADU design competition and in
2020 selected 10 plans for pre-approval. More information about the guidelines for the design
competition is available here. Residents can contact the plan designer to license the plan and
licensing fees are capped at $1,000. Since 2020, 197 pre-approved ADUs have been permitted in
Seattle and the permitting timeline was reduced by 39%. More information about ADUs, including
pre-approved plans, is available in the City’s Accessory Dwelling Unit 2023 Report.

Additional Resources
e Challenges in Pre-Approved Building Plans Webinar | Congress for New Urbanism

e Expanding ADU Development and Occupancy: Solutions for Removing Local Barriers to ADU
Construction | AARP and APA
e Pattern Zones and Pre-Reviewed Homes (Zoning Practice Vol. 41 No. 1) | APA

e New ADU Tools May Unlock Affordable Housing in Your Backyard | APA Planning Magazine
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https://deptofcommerce.app.box.com/s/cnuqx6zm0zvkuzmu2a4lbox2iwdielg6
https://www.kitsapregionalcouncil.org/adu
https://cityofpoulsbo.com/permitreadyadus/
https://www.rentonwa.gov/Projects-Development/Community-and-Economic-Development-Projects/Current-Programs/Permit-Ready-ADU-Program
https://aduniverse-seattlecitygis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/gallery
https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/EncouragingBackyardCottages/OPCDPreApprovedDADUSubmissionGuide.pdf
https://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/OPCD/OngoingInitiatives/EncouragingBackyardCottages/OPCD-ADU-Report-2023.pdf
https://www.cnu.org/resources/on-the-park-bench/challenges-pre-approved-building-plans
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9270659/
https://www.planning.org/publications/document/9270659/
https://planning.org/publications/document/9283038/
https://www.planning.org/planning/2024/sep/new-adu-tools-may-unlock-affordable-housing-in-your-backyard/

