
 

Appendix II.D:  Comments and Response to 
Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement 

This appendix contains all of the comment letters submitted on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (submitted during the May through July 
2007 comment period), and provides a response to each comment within 
each comment letter.  

1. Comment Letter, by Commenter Type 
Commenter Letter # Page # 
BUSINESS (3)   
Halcyon Planning & Urban Design B-0021 p. 6 
MIRAVEST, INC B-003 p. 8 
Puget Sound Energy B-004 p. 9 

   
GOVERNMENT   
City Government (29)   
City of Auburn C-001 p. 11 
City of Bainbridge Island C-002 p. 14 
City of Bellevue C-003 p. 17 
City of Bothell  C-004 p. 25 
City of Des Moines C-005 p. 29 
City of Edmonds C-007 p. 33 
City of Everett C-008 p. 38 
City of Issaquah C-009 p. 42 

                                                           

1 There is no comment letter B-001 as it was re-assigned to a different commenter type after it was initially numbered as B-001. 
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Commenter Letter # Page # 
Cities of Issaquah, Redmond, Sammamish C-010 p. 46 
City of Kenmore C-011 p. 48 
City of Kirkland C-012 p. 53 
City of Lake Stevens C-013 p. 55 
City of Lakewood C-014 p. 59 
City of Lynnwood C-015 p. 65 
City of Mukilteo C-016 p. 69 
City of Newcastle C-017 p. 83 
City of Puyallup C-018 p. 85 
City of Redmond C-019 p. 87 
City of Sammamish C-020 p. 90 
City of SeaTac C-021 p. 92 
City of Seattle, Planning Commission C-022 p. 98 
City of Seattle C-023 p. 100 
City of Snohomish C-024 p. 106 
City of Stanwood C-025 p. 108 
City of Sumner C-026 p. 110 
City of Tacoma C-027 p. 112 
City of Tukwila C-028 p. 115 
City of Woodinville C-029 p. 117 
City of University Place C-030 p. 118 

    
County Government (8)    
King County Advisory Council on Aging & Disability Y-001 p. 120 
King County Y-002 p. 122 
Kitsap County Department of Community Development Y-003 p. 141 
Kitsap County Public Works Department Y-004 p. 143 
Pierce County Y-005 p. 144 
Snohomish County Y-006 p. 147 
Snohomish County Planning and Development Services Y-007 p. 157 
Snohomish County Public Works Y-008 p. 159 

   
Regional Government/Agency (7)   
Water District #111, King County R-001 p. 161 
Port of Seattle R-002 p.  163 
Public Health-Seattle/King County R-003 p. 169 
Puget Sound Clean Air Agency R-004 p. 171 
Snohomish County Tomorrow R-005 p. 180 
Soos Creek Water & Sewer District R-006 p. 187 
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Commenter Letter # Page # 
Thurston Regional Planning Council R-007 p. 189 
   
State Government (4)   
Washington Department of Community, Trade, and Economic 
Development S-001 p. 195 

Washington Department of Ecology S-002 p. 197 
Washington Department Fish & Wildlife S-003 p. 209 
Washington State Department of Transportation S-004 p. 213 
   
Federal Government (1)   
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency F-001 p. 220 

   
INDIVIDUALS (17)   
Brown, John I-001 p. 226 
Burkhart, Dick I-002 p. 227 
Clark, Dennis I-003 p. 229 
Geier, Ron I-004 p. 230 
Gerend, Don I-005 p. 232 
Gunby, Virginia I-006 p. 233 
Horder, Bill I-007 p. 237 
MacDougall, Erin I-008 p. 238 
Neuzil, Dennis I-009 p. 239 
Padelford, Donald I-010 p. 240 
Plummer, David I-011 p. 246 
Thomas, Jackie I-012 p. 257 
Thompson, Lynn I-013 p. 258 
Watson, Darby I-014 p. 260 
Weber, Gretchen I-015 p. 261 
Hintze, Michael I-016 p. 262 
Breinholt, Keith I-017 p. 263 

   
ORGANIZATIONS (17)   
Bellevue Community College O-001 p. 267 
Cascade Bicycle Alliance O-002 p. 268 
Cascade Land Conservancy O-003 p. 270 
Coalition for Effective Transportation Alternatives O-004 p. 281 
Feet First O-005 p. 284 
Futurewise  O-006 p. 286 
Housing Development Consortium O-007 p. 288 

 
Puget Sound Regional Council Appendices Volume II.D:  DEIS - Comments and Responses to Comments    II.D-3
 



Commenter Letter # Page # 
League of Women Voters of Washington O-008 p. 292 
Puget Sound Urban Design Team O-009 p. 294 
Seattle/Chinese/Chinatown Chamber of Commerce O-010 p. 301 
Seattle-King County Acting Food Policy Council O-011 p. 303 
Suburban Cities Association O-012 p. 306 
Sustainable Seattle O-013 p. 308 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of Commerce O-014 p. 309 
Transportation Choices Coalition O-015 p. 318 
University of Washington, Climate Impacts Group O-016 p. 321 
Public Interest Transportation Forum O-017 p. 326 

   
TRIBES (0)   
None  -  - 
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2.

T

 Comment Letters and Response to Comments  

he following pages show the comment letters and the response to comments in the comment letters. 
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B-002-001

One of PSRC's goals for VISION 2040 is sustainability. Elements such as

the environmental framework and the development of environmental

multicounty planning policies is helping to lay the groundwork.  With

VISION 2040, PSRC is planning for the next generation.  At the same

time, the plan needs to be realistic and implementable, which is why

PSRC has chosen to include actions and measures.

 

B-002-002

Thank you for indicating your preference for a focused growth

alternative.  A hybrid of focused growth was selected.

 

B-002-003

Thank you for your suggestions.  The FEIS includes these and other

similar measures as potential mitigation, and the multicounty planning

policies also provide supporting policies encouraging high capacity

transit and open space conservation. 

 

B-002-004

See the VISION 2040 Issue Paper "The Costs of Sprawl" in FEIS

Appendix I-F.  In the FEIS, the Public Service and Utilities section

discusses the potential that existing infrastructure would need to be

expanded and replaced if growth continues within already developed

areas, and that new infrastructure would be needed in areas that are not

currently developed.   Also, see response to 002-001 regarding the time

frame.
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B-003-001

Thank you for noting your preferences among the alternatives.
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B-004-001

Thank you for your comment providing additional background on PSE's

services and operations in the region, including your strategies for

meeting future energy demand as the region grows.  The conservation

theme in your comments is consistent with the policies in VISION 2040.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-10

B-004-002

PSRC agrees with the statement that the alternatives, as they could be

implemented, will affect existing as well as new infrastructure.  In addition

to the discussion of energy demand provided in Chapter 5.10, these

issues for utilities are discussed in Chapter 5.7 public services and

utilities.   

 

B-004-003

Thank you for your observations.  The FEIS includes your suggested

mitigation measure for providing for coordinated planning with

transportation and other corridor improvements.  
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C-001-001

The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less

growth than the 2040 regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents

and 1.2 million new employees. This decision recognized the charge of

the state Growth Management Act to manage rather than control growth

and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives

that are consistent with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more

useful and understandable to local governments as they apply regional

guidance in developing growth targets.

The Supplement Draft EIS and Chapters 3 and 4 of the Final EIS

included additional discussion of how the VISION update responds to

and supports the requirements of the Growth Management Act, both at

the regional, county, and local levels. 
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C-001-002

Given the regional scale of the alternatives, satisfying local concurrency

standards would not be appropriate, and is best done in subsequent

local planning.

 

C-001-003

See response to comment C-001-001. 

 

C-001-004

The FEIS discusses the issue of cost under all of the alternatives.  Also,

VISION 2040 contains goals, policies and actions that discuss how

regional and other funding sources are to be prioritized.  Note that the

existing centers concept is maintained in VISION 2040's regional growth

strategy.

 

C-001-005

Neither VISION 2040 nor the alternatives introduce mandates, although

they do provide for improved guidance and collaboration among the

communities in the region.  The Final EIS chapters 3 and 4 clarify the

purpose of the update and the planning context.
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C-001-006

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the the best

elements of the alternatives studied in the Draft EIS, including Growth

Targets Extended.  As such, it builds upon existing policies and trends.

 

C-001-007

The Preferred Growth Alternative builds upon local plans.  Further,

implementation of the PGA will be accomplished through local plans,

which provides the opportunity to ensure that the regional VISION is

implemented in a manner responsive to local characteristics.

 

C-001-008

VISION 2040 and its regional growth strategy do not include a numeric

minimum density threshold.
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C-002-001
VISION 2040 now contains statements noting both of these issues, with text describing

how the regional growth strategy is to be used as well.

 

C-002-002
The requirements related to multicounty planning policies are more clearly stated in

VISION 2040.
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C-002-003
Thank you for providing your observations about the changes that the Larger Cities and

Smaller Cities alternatives could involve for the City of Bainbridge Island.  These types of

local agency comments were a consideration for PSRC in defining the Preferred Growth

Alternative.  Please be aware that in response to comments, the Growth Management

Policy Board has revised the level of definition for all alternatives, removing specific

population and employment designations for individual cities and local geographic areas. 

However, since the general growth patterns of each alternative is unchanged, the types of

issues and impacts for affected cities would remain as stated in the DEIS.  For any of the

alternatives, decisions about specific growth targets for individual cities would still be

determined through existing GMA planning processes.    

 

C-002-004
It is correct that the broad regional scale of the alternatives and the analysis does not

support a detailed identification of needs or a review of the limiting factors for individual

jurisdictions.  However, the FEIS notes that some jurisdictions will face challenges to

providing needed infrastructure, including in some cases water, particularly for jurisdictions

that already experience limitations in available water supply.  VISION 2040 addresses the

need to provide funding to help cities accommodate growth.

 

C-002-005
Comments such as these lead PSRC to revise the definition of the alternatives and they

are no longer including figures at the individual city level.  See response to C-002-002.

 

C-002-006
VISION 2040 used the adopted metropolitan transportation plan, Destination 2030, as the

transportation network for analyzing the alternatives. At the time of the adoption of VISION

2040, the PSRC will be beginning the process of updating the Destination 2030 to bring it

into alignment with the VISION.  The issue of ferry service will be more fully addressed in

the update of Destination 2030.

 

C-002-007
The DEIS indicated that the Metropolitan Cities Alternative produced favorable results

when compared to the other alternatives, although not in all areas.  The Preferred Growth

Alternative, which shares some of the focused growth patterns of the Metropolitan Cities,

was developed following the suggestions and comments of other jurisdictions and the

public. 
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C-003-001

Thank you.
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C-003-002

Thank you for your comment.  The FEIS considers impacts to regional

infrastructure for the alternatives, and the VISION and the multicounty

planning policies both specifically note regional infrastructure needs

including water supply and wastewater. 

 

C-003-003

VISION 2040 respects local control.  As a membership organization, the

members govern the Regional Council.  VISION 2040 provides regional

agreement and guidance that helps local governments achieve

objectives that they cannot accomplish working alone (such as the

designation of Regional Growth Centers).
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C-003-004

VISION 2040 contains policies that are designed to help jurisdictions

accommodate growth.  For example, see the "fiscal policies" in the

General Policies section.

 

C-003-005

VISION 2040 and the multicounty planning policies reinforce these

regional commitments, and continue to support centers and promote a

closer balance between jobs and housing in the policies.

 

C-003-006

The Draft, Supplemental Draft, and Final Environmental Impact

Statements, as well as their technical appendices and public outreach

activities, contain the types of analysis suggested in the comment.

 

C-003-007

PSRC believes the Preferred Growth Alternative and the

accompanying VISION document and the MPPs represent an ambitious

and achievable plan for the region.  The VISION's components

strengthen regional planning commitments for preserving our

environment.   Moving beyond 2020, VISION 2040 now contains an

environmental framework and stand-alone section of environmental

policies.
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C-003-008

Thank you for your positive comments about the VISION process and the

Draft EIS. 

 

C-003-009

Comment noted.  PSRC has clarified the public process, environmental

review, and the vision elements of the project.  Since the release of the

DEIS, the VISION 2040 document has become the primary focus. 

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-22

C-003-010

As noted in your comment, the Growth Targets Extended Alternative

does represent an extension of VISION 2020, as implemented through

local plans, to the year 2040.  VISION 2040 is meant to support and build

from existing comprehensive plans, countywide policies, the state

Growth Management Act, and the existing VISION.  At the same time,

VISION 2040 is meant to show leadership, and build on existing

processes and plans rather than maintaining the status quo.  Based on

public comment, VISION 2040 focuses on new issues, establishes new

areas of regional agreement, and establishes actions and measures.

 

C-003-011

The EIS process contains a significant amount of analysis that describes

the impacts of the different growth distribution alternatives, analyzing all

of the elements of the environment under SEPA.  However, given the

regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of conditions

among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives and the

environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad programmatic

scale. Localized impacts of growth could vary, but would depend on

more specific actions that would be considered and approved through

local or project-level processes. 

 

C-003-012

The analysis of land use, which is found in Chapter 5.2 and discussed in

many chapters, such as 5.12, describes potential differences under the

different alternatives.  All of the alternatives are "painted" from the base of

existing land use designations.  For the most part, accommodating

growth was feasible in most geographies with limited or no changes to

land use designations.  For more information on painting alternatives, see

FEIS Appendix I-D.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-23

C-003-013

As was done in VISION 2020, fiscal analysis was completed at a scale

and level of detail appropriate for this regional visioning process,

including the Public Services chapter, Cost of Sprawl Issue Paper, etc.

Also, a Fiscal Impact sidebar was added to VISION 2040.  Note that

economic impacts analysis is not required under SEPA, and, given the

scale, is better accomplished in subsequent local planning.

 

C-003-014

The alternatives are conceptual in nature and are designed to support

environmental analysis on a range of growth management approaches

that the region may take.  The Preferred Growth Alternative was

developed as a hybrid of the initial four alternatives studied in the Draft

Environmental Impact Statement, and is defined in a manner that is

meant to be both an ambitious and achievable approach for managing

the region’s future growth.  Also, PSRC convened a group of local staff to

conduct this type of analysis during the process to develop the

Preferred Growth Alternative.  

 

C-003-015

PSRC has added a statement to the Final EIS stating that the analysis

and its results do involve some level of uncertainty because of the

factors you have mentioned, including differences in implementation,

localized assignments of growth, and the use of computer models to

forecast future growth.  However, PSRC also believes these tools allow a

reasonable comparison of alternatives because the same sets of

assumptions and models have been used for all.  

 

C-003-016

Note that while differences exist between the criteria and FEIS chapters,

many criteria do include an overall judgement of the FEIS chapters.  Also,

in response to comments from the public as well as by PSRC's members
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and the Growth Management Policy Board, PSRC refined the criteria

used to evaluate the alternatives.  The criteria became an important

element of the public steps to develop and refine the PGA.  See FEIS

Appendix I-C for more information.

 

C-003-017

  Comment noted.
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C-004-001

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography by county level

of detail, rather than by individual jurisdiction. 

VISION 2040 regional geographies are defined only by population and

employment thresholds. Local differences will be considered by the

localities as they work together to establish targets in the countywide

process.  This approach incorporates local perspectives and choices

while providing a unifying regional message.  Regional geographies in

the regional growth strategy help VISION 2040 to be more specific,

measurable, and clear.  While the regional geography numbers are

important, the percentage will be used more often.  Beyond the regional

geographies, the regional growth strategy continues to retain a centers-

based focus.
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C-004-002

Thank you for providing background on Bothell's planning and code

changes to accommodate growth.

 

C-004-003

Your observations have been noted.  As noted above, the alternatives

have been refined to no longer include specific assignments by

municipality.
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C-004-004

Comment noted.

 

C-004-005

The idea of expanding the urban growth area in the analysis of

alternatives was considered during the VISION update process and was

not accepted.  Rather, the analysis was based on existing densities and

development patterns within the region’s urban growth areas, future

planned densities derived from locally adopted comprehensive plans and

Countywide Planning Policies, and densities necessary to absorb

regional growth through the year 2040.

 

C-004-006

Growth is not assigned to unincorporated urban areas at the potential

annexation area level.  The Regional Growth Strategy does, however,

state a preference for growth in the unincorporated urban areas to be in

areas affiliated for annexation rather than those unaffiliated, in order to

promote the affiliation of all of these areas with cities for annexation. 

Additional detail regarding the Regional Growth Strategy's figures,

particularly in the tables "Snohomish Employment" and "Snohomish

Population," can be found in the FEIS appendices, in Appendix I-A.
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C-004-007

VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing funding to centers, and contains policies

and goals to this effect.  Also, VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative

work at the regional level to seek to create additional resources for

infrastructure.  Regarding transportation infrastructure, the region's

metropolitan transportation plan, Destination 2030, is now being updated

to align it with VISION 2040 and its Regional Growth Strategy.

 

C-004-008

The PSRC's voting structure and methods are set out in the agency's

Interlocal Agreement and are based on a proportionate representation

structure. All of the steps to develop and adopt a PGA have provided the

opportunity for comments and discussion by all members and the public.

This has allowed for a collaborative process, with formal voting being

the final measure of approval for the VISION 2040 at PSRC's General

Assembly, which includes all of the region's elected officials.
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C-005-001

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level, rather

than by individual jurisdiction.  As a practical matter, even cities that are

largely developed are likely to have opportunities for redevelopment

within their boundaries. 

VISION 2040 regional geographies are defined only by population and

employment thresholds. Local differences will be considered by the

localities as they work together to establish targets in the countywide

process.  This approach incorporates local perspectives and choices

while providing a unifying regional message.  Regional geographies in

the Regional Growth Strategy help VISION 2040 to be more specific,

measurable, and clear.  While the regional geography numbers are

important, the percentage will be used more often.  Beyond the regional

geographies, the Regional Growth Strategy continues to retain a centers

-based focus.

 

C-005-002

VISION 2040 does not include a minimum density requirement.  Also,

VISION 2040 respects local control.  As a membership organization, the

members govern the Regional Council.  VISION 2040 provides regional

agreement and guidance that helps local governments achieve

objectives that they cannot accomplish working alone (such as the

designation of Regional Growth Centers).

 

C-005-003

The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less

growth than the 2040 regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents

and 1.2 million new employees. This decision recognized the charge of
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the state Growth Management Act to manage rather than control growth

and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives

that are consistent with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more

useful and understandable to local governments as they apply regional

guidance in developing growth targets.

 

C-005-004

Comments noted.  PSRC is participating on an airport capacity study,

although this is not part of the VISION update process.

 

C-005-005

Thank you for providing additional background on the city's growth

patterns and on its policies. 

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-31

C-005-006

Thank you for your comment regarding your preference for a hybrid

alternative.  PSRC considered this and other comments in developing the

definition of the Preferred Growth Alternative, and the PGA is consistent

with many of the points raised in your comment.

 

C-005-007

Comments regarding maps are noted. The Preferred Growth Alternative

builds upon local plans.  Implementation of the PGA will be accomplished

through local plans, which provides the opportunity to ensure that the

regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive to local

situations.

Further, VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing growth in centers, and

contains policies and goals to this effect.  Also, VISION 2040 actions call

for collaborative work at the regional level to seek to create additional

resources for infrastructure.
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C-007-001

Thank you.
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C-007-002

Thank you for providing the City's statements regarding policy elements

it supports as part of the PGA and VISION 2040.  VISION 2040's Regional

Growth Strategy and multicounty planning policies address many of the

issues noted in your comment.

 

C-007-003

VISION 2040 regional geographies are defined only by population and

employment thresholds. Local differences will be considered by the

localities as they work together to establish targets in the countywide

process.  This approach incorporates local perspectives and choices

while providing a unifying regional message.  Regional geographies in

the Regional Growth Strategy help VISION 2040 to be more specific,

measurable, and clear.  While the regional geography numbers are

important, the percentage will be used more often.  Beyond the regional

geographies, the Regional Growth Strategy continues to retain a centers

-based focus.
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C-007-004

Cities were grouped into their respective regional geographies based on

year 2000 population numbers from U.S. Census, and PSRC

employment numbers from estimates derived from the Washington State

Department of Employment Security.  PSRC recognizes that as cities

continue to grow, both through net increase and through annexation of

unincorporated areas, their population and employment levels may

change significantly.  To correct for these changes, PSRC anticipates a

technical amendment to the Regional Growth Strategy to potentially

reclassify cities before the region’s counties undertake the next round of

Growth Management Act target-setting work.  This is anticipated to occur

in 2011 or earlier. 

 

C-007-005

PSRC recognizes the importance of local decisionmaking, which in turn

recognizes diversity.  The VISION 2040 project is intended to support

these established planning processes by providing a common regional

framework with related goals and policies, and supporting subsequent

local planning to implement the VISION in a manner that recognizes

local circumstances.

 

C-007-006

Thank you for providing additional information on the City of Edmond's

planning efforts. 
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C-007-007

Thank you for providing information on the analysis and findings from the

City's process to develop its comperehensive plan.  In response to

comments such as yours, PSRC revised the level of definition for the

growth alternatives so that specific targets for cities would no longer be

implied.  This adjustment also helped PSRC to develop a Preferred

Growth Alternative that was more balanced, realistic and achievable at

the local level. 

 

C-007-008

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional and countywide level of

detail, rather than by individual jurisdiction.  Clearly, market forces could

affect the extent and location of growth over time, but PSRC believes

that the broad patterns of growth explored by the alternatives provided

illustrations of the more likely patterns that could occur.  
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C-007-009

Comments noted.  The Preferred Growth Alternative was developed as a

hybrid of the initial four alternatives studied in the Draft Environmental

Impact Statement, and is defined in a manner that is meant to be both an

ambitious and achievable approach for managing the region’s future

growth. 

 

C-007-010

As part of the VISION's implementation program, the Regional Council

intends to continue to work with the region's jurisdictions to explore

a regional funding initiative that considers state, regional, and local

revenue to address the impacts of growth.

 

C-007-011

Concur.  The public outreach process for VISION 2040 is the most

extensive PSRC has conducted in over a decade.  It included extensive

outreach to local jurisdictions and agencies, three formal public comment

periods, three EIS documents, a draft and final VISION, as well as

numerous other publications. This was done to provide jurisdictions such

as yours a number of opportunities to provide input into the VISION

update process.
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C-008-001

Thank you for your comment regarding the scope of the effort and the

alternatives that have been developed for the region's consideration.  

 

C-008-002

Comment noted.

 

C-008-003

The process to develop VISION 2040 and the Preferred Growth

Alternative did begin with the adopted VISION, and as noted in your

comment has been revised to make sustainability a more central theme.

 

C-008-004

Comment noted.  See VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy.
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C-008-005

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level, rather

than by individual jurisdiction.  Clearly, market forces could affect the

extent and location of growth over time, but PSRC believes that the

broad patterns of growth explored by the alternatives provided

illustrations of the more likely patterns that could occur.  

 

C-008-006

The Board agreed with the comments to include a strong implementation

plan for the VISION, and developed the VISION and the multicounty

planning policies within this context.  As part of the VISION's

implementation program, the Regional Council intends to continue to

work with the region's jurisdictions to explore regional funding initiatives

that consider state, regional, and local revenue to address the impacts of

growth.

 

C-008-007

VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy is based on promoting a closer

balance between housing and jobs at the regional geography and county

levels.  This involves adding housing to job rich areas and adding jobs to

housing rich areas.  Also, VISION 2040 contains multicounty planning

policies that recognize the importance of creating a jobs/housing balance

and connections between housing areas and employment areas, and

call for an increased share of employment growth to major cities outside

of King County.

 

C-008-008

Thank you for your comment.  Your support for a 4-year university in

Snohomish County has been noted.  The alternatives considered in the
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FEIS, including the Preferred Growth Alternative, are broadly defined to

allow such future decisions to be made.

 

C-008-009

VISION 2040 continues to emphasize the important role of centers and

compact urban communities in accommodating future populations and

employment.

 

C-008-010

VISION 2040 recognizes existing regionally designated centers and calls

for an additional set of sub-regional centers to be established at the

countywide level.  It also calls for more local serving centers as well.

 

C-008-011

VISION 2040 policies discuss the development potential of corridors.

 

C-008-012

Comment noted.   As noted in your comment, implementation of the PGA

will be accomplished through local plans, which provides the opportunity

to ensure that the regional VISION is implemented in a manner

responsive to local situations.

 

C-008-013

VISION 2040 addresses these issues.

 

C-008-014

The Preferred Growth Alternative envisions the vast majority of growth to

be located in cities and urban areas.  As noted in the comment, design at

a variety of scales (regional, local, site) will be important in ensuring that

growth is accommodated in a manner that meets the needs and desires

of local communities.  Accordingly, VISION 2040 contains a set of
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policies related to "regional design."  For more information see the

Informational Paper - A Regional Design Strategy, which is included as

Appendix I-F.

 

C-008-015

PSRC agrees that significant multimodal transportation improvements

will be needed to support the demands of future growth throughout the

region.  However, the scope of the analysis at a regional scale does not

support a conclusion that one or more of the alternatives cannot be

reasonably implemented without a specific project such as light rail. 

These decisions will be made through related planning processes

including through the Destination 2030 update, Sound Transit's planning,

and through project-level planning. 

 

C-008-016

Detailed decisions related to specific transportation districts, projects, and

other infrastructure needs and their implementation is beyond the scope

of the VISION 2040 project, which is focused on determining how and

where growth might best occur in the region, and used the adopted

Destination 2030 for the transportation performance analysis.  While

transportation is a critical issue, it must be balanced along with a wide

range of environmental, economic, and public policy factors that must be

considered in the planning process. However, subsequent transportation

planning efforts such as a major update to Destination 2030 will be

considering strategies for developing the multimodal transportation

system improvements needed to support the long-range needs of future

growth. 
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C-009-001

VISION 2040 respects local control, and builds from existing local plans.

The Final EIS included additional discussion of how the VISION update

responds to and supports the requirements of the Growth Management

Act, both at the regional and at the county and local levels.  This includes

the development of multicounty planning policies, as well as the VISION

itself and the identification of a Preferred Growth Alternative.  
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C-009-002

Through comments such as yours, PSRC developed a Preferred Growth

Alternative definition that combined attributes of several of the

alternatives.  The PGA was reviewed in a Supplemental Draft EIS prior to

the issuance of the Final EIS. This allowed for the type of data

verification suggested in your comment.  Also, VISION 2040 includes

a technical amendment process to adjust the Regional Growth Strategy

to reflect annexations and other population and employment changes. 

Finally, VISION 2040 policies have been developed that address many

of these issues, such as annexation of PAAs, developing incentives, and

more.

 

C-009-003

As in previous regional planning efforts (and similar to planning methods

used by cities and counties under GMA), PSRC envisions implementation

of VISION 2040 and the update to Destination 2030 to continue to be a

collaborative, iterative process.  Given the large regional scale of the

project and the broad nature of the decisions to be made, more detailed

analysis of impacts or the needs of a specific facility are not needed in

order to determine the nature and magnitude of impacts of the

alternatives.

 

C-009-004

As part of the VISIONS's implementation program, the Regional Council

intends to continue to work with the region's jurisdictions to explore

regional funding initiatives that consider state, regional, and local

revenue to address the impacts of growth.

 

C-009-005

This statement regarding potential changes to concurrency

standards pertaining to congestion was preceded by other potential

mitigation measures focused on improvements to facilities, service levels,
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capacity, or system management.  As noted in the same paragraph, more

specific mitigation measures for individual modes and facilities will be

defined through the update of Destination 2030. 

 

C-009-006

See response to C-009-004.  Also, given the regional scale of the

alternatives, and the large variation of conditions among localized areas,

the level of detail for the alternatives and the environmental analysis has

been conducted at a broad programmatic scale. Localized impacts of

growth could vary, but would depend on more specific actions that would

be considered and approved through local or project-level processes. 

Further, recognize that implementation of VISION 2040 and the PGA will

accomplished through local plans, which provides the opportunity to

ensure that the regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive

to local situations.

 

C-009-007

VISION 2040 addresses these issues, with policies related to affordable

housing and related to jobs-housing balance.

 

C-009-008

Cities were grouped into their respective regional geographies based on

year 2000 population numbers from U.S. Census, and PSRC

employment numbers from estimates derived from the Washington State

Department of Employment Security.  PSRC recognizes that as cities

continue to grow, both through net increase and through annexation of

unincorporated areas, their population and employment levels may

change significantly.  To correct for these changes, VISION 2040

includes a technical amendment process to potentially reclassify cities

before the region’s counties undertake the next round of Growth

Management Act target-setting work.
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C-009-009

The map shows the existing and planned transportation system in

Destination 2030, which was used as the basis for the transportation

analysis in VISION.  When Destination 2030 is updated, the maps will be

updated.

 

C-009-010

Figure 5-3-4 has been updated to include the Preferred Growth

Alternative, but the measure was intended to show that some scenarios

would worsen conditions compared to today.  Some of the growth

alternatives, including the Preferred Growth Alternative, show

improvement over today, but the forecasts indicate that accessibility

could decline with other alternatives.  If alternatives focus more growth in

lower density areas, the proportion of people living near transit would

decline overall.   

 

C-009-011

PSRC has refined the alternatives to address such issues, and removed

the numeric assignments of growth for individual cities.  The growth

distribution now reflects larger regional geographies and classes of

urban areas. 

 

C-009-012

As a plan-level or programmatic environmental document, the FEIS does

not attempt to identify impacts to specific locations or facilities, but

instead describes the likely level of impacts that typical facilities or

resources may encounter.  This is in keeping with the broad and

conceptual nature of the growth alternatives themselves.  
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C-010-001

VISION 2040 respects local control.  As a membership organization, the

members govern the Regional Council.  VISION 2040 provides regional

agreement and guidance that helps local governments achieve

objectives that they cannot accomplish working alone (such as the

designation of Regional Growth Centers).

 

C-010-002

The Preferred Growth Alternative builds upon local plans and distributes

growth based on a focused growth strategy.  Implementation of the PGA

will be accomplished through local plans, which provides the opportunity

to ensure that the regional VISION is implemented in a manner

responsive to local situations.  Also, the PGA does focus growth inside

the urban area to create strong communities, minimize environmental

effects, and efficiently use land.  VISION 2040 multicounty planning

policies also address these issues.

 

C-010-003

Concur.

 

C-010-004

VISION 2040 and its Regional Growth Strategy do not include a numeric

minimum density threshold.

 

C-010-005

VISION 2040 policies related to concurrency speak to multimodal

options and tailoring programs for centers.

 

C-010-006

VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative work at the regional level to

seek to create additional resources for infrastructure. Also, VISION 2040

implementation actions call for the Regional Council to explore regional
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funding initiatives that consider state, regional, and local revenue to

address the impacts of growth.
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C-011-001

Cities were grouped into their respective regional geographies based on

year 2000 population numbers from U.S. Census, and PSRC

employment numbers from estimates derived from the Washington State

Department of Employment Security.  PSRC recognizes that as cities

continue to grow, both through net increase and through annexation of

unincorporated areas, their population and employment levels may

change significantly.  To correct for these changes, VISION 2040

includes a technical amendment process to potentially reclassify cities

before the region’s counties undertake the next round of Growth

Management Act target-setting work.

 

C-011-002

VISION 2040 does not "assign" growth, rather it provides regional

guidance that will be used in the next round of setting growth targets. 

There is no guarantee of funding.  However, VISION 2040 is meant to

show leadership, and build on existing processes and plans rather than

maintaining the status quo.  Based on public comment, VISION 2040

focuses on new issues, establishes new areas of regional agreement,

and establishes actions and measures.  This includes an action to work

collaboratively with local governments on a regional funding initiative to

help jurisdictions accommodate growth.

 

C-011-003

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level of detail,

rather than by individual jurisdiction.  Note that VISION 2040 alternatives

planned for both population and employment.
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C-011-004

See response to C-011-003.  The growth alternatives do not represent

the results of a capacity analysis.  In developing the conceptual

alternatives, PSRC assumed that under some scenarios, changes in

comprehensive plans and zoning would be needed to achieve higher

growth than some cities might currently be planning for.  Instead, VISION

2040 represents regional guidance rather than a local or comprehensive

plan level of analysis.  VISION 2040 covers a very large geography, looks

very long range, and is less detailed than local comprehensive plans. 

Subsequently, the appropriate local role is for local comprehensive plans

and the targeting process to then determine how it works in each

jurisdiction.

 

C-011-005

Text within the Final EIS has updated the discussion of impervious

surfaces. The broad conceptual nature of the alternatives, which does

not involve site-specific assignments of growth, does not lend itself to a

highly detailed discussion of impacts at a localized level such as within

the watersheds leading to Lake Washington.  Rather, the FEIS analysis

focuses on typical impacts, potential mitigation, and provides a

comparison of the likely performance of the alternatives.  This is

appropriate for a programmatic action such as the VISION update, which

is not a comprehensive plan such as would be developed by cities and

counties under GMA.

 

C-011-006

See response to C-011-004 and 005 regarding the scale of the analysis.

 

C-011-007

Yes, PSRC's traffic model does include analysis of traffic patterns, which
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is based on existing and planned transportation improvements in

Destination 2030.

 

C-011-008

Comment noted regarding the importance of the public's willingness at

the local level to participate in funding infrastructure to support growth. 

VISION 2040 implementation actions call for the Regional Council to

explore a regional funding initiative that considers state, regional, and

local revenue to address the impacts of growth. Also, VISION 2040

contributes by advancing a growth strategy that is cost effective as

compared to other alternatives that were studied in the update process.

 

C-011-009

PSRC has not considered this particular scenario in developing the

growth alternatives evaluated in the Final EIS, and instead relied upon

an array of land use characteristics and existing plan factors to paint the

alternatives that would be considered most likely to occur.  However, the

FEIS and the VISION discuss the need for more aggressive energy

conservation plans as well as improved technology, which can help

reduce risk of widespread equipment failure. 

 

C-011-010

See response to C-011-008.

 

C-011-011

Comment noted.

 

C-011-012

VISION 2040 and its Regional Growth Strategy do not include a numeric

minimum density threshold, nor do they set a level of service for

concurrency.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-52

C-011-013

VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing funding in areas receiving growth.  Also,

VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative work at the regional level to

seek to create additional resources for infrastructure.

 

C-011-014

VISION 2040 respects local control.  As a membership organization, the

members govern the Regional Council.  VISION 2040 provides regional

agreement and guidance that helps local governments achieve

objectives that they cannot accomplish working alone (such as the

designation of Regional Growth Centers).

 

C-011-015

See response to C-011-003.

 

C-011-016

Comment noted. To help address this, VISION 2040's Regional Growth

Strategy was selected, in part, as the growth alternative that is cost

effective.

 

C-011-017

PSRC appreciates the additional information about the City of Kenmore

and its infrastructure and safety needs.  VISION 2040 includes the issue

of public health.

 

C-011-018

Sustainability is a core concept of VISION 2040, and the VISION's

provisions are tailored to be within the authority of the Regional Council's

mandates under state and federal law and its interlocal agreement with

its members.
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C-012-001

Thank you for identifying your initial preferences among the alternatives. 

These alternatives were refined to develop the Preferred Growth

Alternative, which is more similar to the focused growth alternatives such

as Metropolitan Cities and Larger Cities.

 

C-012-002

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional and countywide level of

detail, rather than by individual jurisdiction. 

The Preferred Growth Alternative builds upon local plans.  Further,

implementation of the PGA will be accomplished through local plans,

which provides the opportunity to ensure that the regional VISION is

implemented in a manner responsive to local characteristics.

 

C-012-003

See answer to C-012-002.  Also, note that the PGA responds to these

comments and addresses these issues.
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C-012-004

See answer to C-012-002.  As stated above, it will be through the

countywide planning process that issues such as this one are

addressed.

 

C-012-005

Concur.  See response to C-012-002.
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C-013-001

Thank you for indicating the considerations Lake Stevens is taking in

addressing the VISION 2040 alternatives, and for providing additional

perspective on your local planning issues. 

 

C-013-002

VISION 2040 regional geographies are defined only by population and

employment thresholds. Cities were grouped into their respective regional

geographies based on year 2000 population numbers from U.S. Census,

and PSRC employment numbers from estimates derived from the

Washington State Department of Employment Security.  PSRC

recognizes that as cities continue to grow, both through net increase and

through annexation of unincorporated areas, their population and

employment levels may change significantly.  To correct for these

changes, VISION 2040 includes a technical amendment process to

potentially reclassify cities before the region’s counties undertake the

next round of Growth Management Act target-setting work.
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C-014-001

Thank you for the notes. The Final EIS includes the edits. 

 

C-014-002

The figure in the FEIS is meant to be illustrative of the GMA planning

relationships within the governmental structure in the central Puget

Sound region.  The Growth Management Hearings Boards and the

county play a legal review role.
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C-014-003

Thank you for the additional information, which has been included in the

Final EIS. 

 

C-014-004

Thank you for the note.  The Final EIS text has been revised.

 

C-014-005

The Final EIS text has been revised. 

 

C-014-006

The Final EIS now includes the issue of coastal area flooding. 

 

C-014-007

The FEIS has been updated to reflect this comment.

 

C-014-008

Comment noted.  

 

C-014-009

VISION 2040's housing policies and narrative discuss the importance of

affordable housing.  An action calling for a regional strategy has been

included in VISION 2040.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-61

C-014-010

The FEIS has been updated to address this issue.

 

C-014-011

The Draft EIS used the planned transportation system, as defined in

Destination 2030, for the analysis of transportation performance.  When

Destination 2030 is updated, the system maps will be updated. 

 

C-014-012

Thank you for the update, which is noted in the Final EIS. 

 

C-014-013

The areas and the acreage calculations were based on GIS data, which

are developed at a regional scale.  Some approximation techniques were

used to adjust for the different databases used.  This included areas for

both the developed and undeveloped areas within Fort Lewis, for

example.  It is correct that Nisqually should not be shown as in the urban

growth area, and this is adjusted in the Final EIS. 

 

C-014-014

The graphic did previously have numbers, but was difficult to

display legibly.  As noted, the accompanying table does provide

the information.     

 

C-014-015

The figure was simplified to make it more reader friendly but additional

WRIA information can be found within chapter 5.6.

 

C-014-016

Thank you for the additional information. 
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C-014-017

Comment noted. 

 

C-014-018

 Thank you for submitting your comment.  As Section 5.11.1 states, the

Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation

(DAHP) currently includes modern resources (i.e., less than 50 years) in

their inventory of cultural resources.  If the resource in question is less

than 50 years old, the resource should have documented exceptional

significance.  This provides a documented method of determining whether

or not a  modern resource is potentially significant, although it is correct

that such inventories or research may not uniformly be conducted

throughout the region, increasing the risk that resources could be lost

through redevelopment activity.  Section 5.11 of the FEIS discusses the

concern you have noted, and includes potential mitigation measures. 

 

C-014-019

Comment noted.  

 

C-014-020

The Final EIS includes potential mitigation measures that address

alternative technologies, and in addition the policies and the mitigation

measures of Destination 2030 are also assumed to be available to help

reduce the impacts of growth.  The multicounty planning policies also

include supporting strategies.  However, the FEIS is focused on the

decision to adopt a preferred strategy for managing growth.  Specific

actions to implement the growth alternative, including individual actions

by jurisdictions, as well as programs such as those that may be needed

to encourage alternative technologies, would be subject to separate

planning processes, including environmental review as applicable.   
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C-014-021

On the issue of affordable housing, the Final EIS has responded to

comments by increasing the discussion in 5.1, Population, Employment

and Housing, and by adding supporting multicounty planning policies for

affordable housing. 

 

C-014-022

Noise from aviation is included in the discussion of noise issues in the

FEIS, although the FEIS does not attempt to address various noise

sources in localized areas, including the military bases.  PSRC

recognizes that this is an important issue for communities near the

bases, but the differences in noise levels would not appreciably alter the

effects stated for the alternatives.  

 

C-014-023

This issue is included within the more generalized discussion of the

potential for conflicts between different users, as well as increased

demands for specific types of uses.

 

C-014-024

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level of detail,

rather than by individual jurisdiction. 
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C-014-025

This figure is based on an existing source and is intended to show the

large number of smaller districts involved in sewer/water provision in the

region. Your corrections are noted in the FEIS. 
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C-015-001

Thank you.
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C-015-002

Comment noted.

 

C-015-003

As was done in VISION 2020, fiscal analysis was completed at a scale

and level of detail appropriate for this regional visioning process,

including the Public Services chapter, Cost of Sprawl Issue Paper, etc.

Also, a Fiscal Impact sidebar was added to VISION 2040.

 

Note that VISION 2040 represents regional guidance rather than a local

or comprehensive plan level of analysis.  Given the regional scale of the

alternatives, and the large variation of conditions among localized areas,

the level of detail for the alternatives and the environmental analysis has

been conducted at an appropriately broad programmatic scale.
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C-015-004

PSRC recognizes the importance of having attainable levels of

affordable housing and affordable properties to support businesses. 

However, given the wide variety of factors and conditions that affect the

cost of residential or commercial properties throughout the region, a

more detailed analysis of the comparative differences in affordability by

urban geography for each alternative is beyond the scope of the

environmental review needed to support a decision for a Preferred

Growth Alternative.  As the Draft EIS noted in its qualitative assessment

of impacts, higher growth pressures would bring higher concerns for

affordable housing and for other affordable lands.  As discussed in the

Final EIS, this has allowed PSRC to identify policies and other mitigation

measures to address the potential impacts.  Also, see VISION 2040

policies and actions related to housing.

 

C-015-005

See C-015-003 regarding the scale of the alternatives and analysis.

 

C-015-006

The analysis of the alternatives being considered recognizes that

annexation will take place.  Chapter 5.2, Land Use, discusses annexation

activities, as does Chapter 5.7.  However, the level of definition for

alternatives has been adjusted to a regional geography level, and does

not include specific assignments of growth to individual cities or

unincorporated areas.  The analysis of public services impacts in the FEIS

describes the types of issues that would be expected as growth

intensifies, including for cities that may annex areas, but more detailed

analysis of impacts to specific areas or cities would require a different

level of definition for the alternatives.

 

C-015-007

Given the large regional scale of the project and the broad nature of the
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decisions to be made balancing a wide range of environmental and

public policy factors, more detailed analysis of transportation impacts

was considered to be beyond the scope of what was needed to make the

decision on adopting VISION 2040. 

While the Final EIS does not attempt to determine detailed impacts,

improvements, and funding for a specific facility or system, the analysis

was sufficient to determine the types of impacts and their comparative

magnitude among the alternatives.  After VISION 2040 and the Preferred

Growth Alternative are adopted, PSRC will update Destination 2030 to

align it with VISION 2040.

 

C-015-008

VISION addresses these issues, with policies and narrative on job-

housing balance and family-wage jobs.
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C-016-001

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level of detail,

rather than by individual jurisdiction.

 

C-016-002

As a plan level or programmmatic environmental document, the FEIS

does not attempt to identify impacts to specific locations or facilities, but

instead describes the likely level of impacts that typical facilities or

resources may encounter.  This is in keeping with the broad and

conceptual nature of the growth alternatives themselves.  Also, see

answer to Comment #1.
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C-016-003

VISION 2040 regional geographies are defined only by population and

employment thresholds. Local differences will be considered by the

localities as they work together to establish targets in the countywide

process.  This approach incorporates local perspectives and choices

while providing a unifying regional message.  Regional geographies in

the regional growth strategy help VISION 2040 to be more specific,

measurable, and clear.  While the regional geography numbers are

important, the percentage will be used more often. 

 

C-016-004

The map noted is illustrative of the conceptual growth distribution under

that alternative.  For a more complete map of centers, see VISION 2040

development patterns section.

 

C-016-005

The Preferred Growth Alternative builds upon local plans and was

developed with the help of a group of local government technical

planning staff.  Further, implementation of the PGA will be accomplished

through local plans, which provides the opportunity to ensure that the

regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive to local

situations.
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C-017-001

Thank you for identifying your preference among the alternatives.

 

C-017-002

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level of detail,

rather than by individual jurisdiction. 

 

C-017-003

VISION 2040 respects local control while seeking agreement on key

regional issues. Implementation of the PGA will be accomplished

through local plans, which provides the opportunity to ensure that the

regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive to local

situations.
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C-018-001

Thank you for identifying your preference. The preferred growth

alternative is a hybrid and responds to many points noted in your letter.

 

C-018-002

The alternatives are regional and conceptual in nature and therefore do

not use buildable lands analysis as their basis. This will be an important

step in subsequent local plan implementation of VISION 2040.

 

C-018-003

VISION 2040 and the Preferred Growth Alternative build upon local

plans.  Implementation of the PGA will be accomplished through local

plans, which provides the opportunity to ensure that the regional VISION

is implemented in a manner responsive to local situations.

 

C-018-004

VISION 2040 policies address the issues raised in your comment. Also,

the Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the best elements of

the other alternatives published in the Draft EIS, including the Growth

Targets Extended.  The PGA seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth

pattern that is both ambitious and achievable.

 

The PGA lowers environmental impacts as compared to current plans

(Growth Targets Extended), directs growth to already urbanized areas,

calls for increased regional coordination to provide infrastructure to areas

accommodating growth, and calls for a closer balance between jobs and

housing.
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C-019-001

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the best elements

of the other alternatives published in the Draft EIS.  The PGA seeks to

bend trends, and result in a growth pattern that is both ambitious and

achievable.

 

The PGA lowers environmental impacts as compared to current plans

(Growth Targets Extended), directs growth to already urbanized areas

and calls for increased regional coordination to provide infrastructure to

areas accommodating growth, and calls for a closer balance between

jobs and housing.

 

The Preferred Growth Alternative builds upon local plans. 

Implementation of the PGA will be accomplished through local plans,

which provides the opportunity to ensure that the regional VISION is

implemented in a manner responsive to local situations.

 

C-019-002

VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing growth in centers.  Also, VISION 2040

actions call for collaborative work at the regional level to seek to create

additional resources for infrastructure.
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C-019-003

VISION 2040 addresses this issue with policies and narrative related to

job-housing balance.  This issue is also addressed in the Regional

Growth Strategy.

 

C-019-004

The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less

growth than the 2040 regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents

and 1.2 million new employees. This decision recognized the charge of

the state Growth Management Act to manage rather than control growth

and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives

that are consistent with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more

useful and understandable to local governments as they apply regional

guidance in developing growth targets.

 

C-019-005

VISION 2040 addresses this and sustainability has been added as a key

theme throughout the document.
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C-020-001

Thank you for identifying the City's desired characteristics for a Preferred

Growth Alternative.  The Preferred Growth Alternative is more similar to

the focused growth alternatives such as Metropolitan Cities and Larger

Cities.  This lowers environmental impacts as compared to current plans

(Growth Targets Extended), by focusing growth in already urbanized

areas, calling for increased regional coordination to provide infrastructure

to areas accommodating growth, and calling for a closer balance

between jobs and housing.

 

C-020-002

The elements noted in your comment are all found in VISION 2040,

which speaks to using incentives to help jurisdictions accommodate

growth, supporting local control and decision-making at the local level,

and supporting growth with infrastructure.  Also, as noted in your

comment, VISION 2040 does not contain a minimum density standard,

nor a concurrency level of service.  Lastly, VISION 2040 does call for all

jurisdictions to participate in the accommodation of growth; however, it

does not include a simple one-size-fits-all fair share approach.
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C-021-001

Thank you for identifying the characteristics the city prefers for a hybrid

alternative.  The Preferred Growth Alternative was developed as a hybrid

of the previous alternatives, and is more similar to the focused growth

alternatives such as Metropolitan Cities and Larger Cities. 

 

C-021-002

Comment noted regarding your concerns regarding the Smaller Cities

alternative.

 

C-021-003

The VISION 2040 Regional Growth Strategy envisions growth in all

cities, with a particular focus on cities, such as SeaTac, with regional

growth centers.  VISION 2040 also contains a set of regional design

policies to address the issue of character of growth.
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C-021-004

Thank you for identifying the key features the City would prefer for a

regional growth alternative. These characteristics are achievable within

the Preferred Growth Alternative, and supporting VISION 2040 policies

that address the features you have identified are reflected in the

Preferred Growth Alternative evaluated in the Final EIS.  Please note that

in response to comments on the Draft EIS, PSRC has adjusted the level

of specificity for all alternatives, and none of the alternatives identify

growth levels for specific cities.   The growth alternatives have instead

been defined by regional geography.  Note that VISION 2040 policies

address many of the issues raised in these comments, as well as the

comments that follow.

 

C-021-005

Thank you for providing background on the features or attributes of a

preferred alternative that the City of SeaTac could support.  Comments

such as yours were a key consideration in developing the Preferred

Growth Alternative and VISION 2040 multicounty planning policies.
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C-021-006

Thank you for your comments regarding the transportation

characteristics and supporting policies the City of SeaTac suggests as

elements of the Preferred Alternative. Chapter 7 of the Final EIS

discusses the multicounty planning policies that have been developed in

support of the Preferred Alternative, including several elements that are

similar to the City's suggestions. 

 

C-021-007

Thank you for stating the City's position on alternatives with air quality

impacts and the need for mitigation.

 

C-021-008

Thank you for stating the City's preference based on ecosystem issues. 

 

C-021-009

Thank you for your comment.  It has been noted.

 

C-021-010

Thank you for your comment regarding public services characteristics

you would like to see in a preferred alternative.
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C-021-011

Thank you for providing the City's preferences for a growth

alternative based on parks and recreational factors.

 

C-021-012

Comment noted. 

 

C-021-013

Thank you for identifying your preference.  

 

C-021-014

Comment noted.

 

C-021-015

Comment noted.  

 

C-021-016

Comment noted.  
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C-021-017

Comment noted. 
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C-022-001

Thank you.

 

C-022-002

Thank you for identifying your preference among the alternatives.

 

C-022-003

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue and has policies that continue to

support manufacturing/industrial centers.  This includes protecting these

lands from incompatible uses, and there are supportive freight-related

policies as well.
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C-022-004

VISION 2040 addresses the issue of affordable housing with policies and

narrative in a stand-alone housing policy section.  The issue is also

discussed in the Regional Growth Strategy section. 

 

Related policies exist requiring that future growth target allocates be

made in housing units, rather than population, which should help with

planning for housing in general.  There are also policies related to

monitoring and provision to collect and analyze housing data.

 

C-022-005

Concur.  As VISION 2040 is being adopted, the Regional Council is

beginning the update of the region's Metropolitan Transportation Plan,

Destination 2030, to align the transportation projects and strategies with

the newly adopted VISION.
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C-023-001

The PGA is a hybrid of the focused growth alternatives (including

Metropolitan Cities), and seeks to bend trends and result in a growth

pattern that is both ambitious and achievable.

 

C-023-002

Comments noted.  While not as focused as Metropolitan Cities, the PGA

shares many of the same benefits.
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C-023-003

VISION 2040 addresses housing affordability.  VISION contains a stand-

alone housing policy section, as well as housing-related actions.  While

they do not set housing targets for local jurisdictions, they do speak to

creating a regional housing action plan, which will likely address many of

the issues raised in your comment.

 

C-023-004

In addition to its focus on urban areas, the Regional Growth Strategy

follows the Growth Management Act guidance in support for the long-

term use of rural and designated natural resource lands for farming and

forestry, recreation, cottage industries, mining, and limited low-density

housing supported by rural levels of service.  Cities and towns

surrounded by or adjacent to rural and resource areas should provide

the majority of services and jobs for rural residents, as well as more

concentrated housing options.  The Regional Growth Strategy provides

guidance on levels of residential growth in rural areas, encourages the

transfer of development from rural and resource areas into urban areas,

and seeks to ensure that proposed levels of development are consistent

with rural and resource area character. 
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C-023-005

Most of the indicators are lower, as you note, with Metropolitan Cities

and now with the Preferred Growth Alternative.  An explanation of the

model results has been made in Section 5.2, and the Environmental

Justice discussion has been reworded.

The results come from the location of growth to cities that are connected

mostly by freeways, unlike other alternatives which locate growth in cities

that are connected by arterials.  The PGA on a variety of performance

measures falls somewhere in the middle between these two alternatives,

and sometimes performs best.  See FEIS Appendices I-D and I-C for

more information on transportation performance results and application

of the evaluation criteria.

 

C-023-006

The FEIS contains text indicating that transportation costs are part of the

issue of affordability, not just the cost of housing alone.  This issue is also

addressed in VISION 2040 in the transportation and housing policy

sections.

 

C-023-007

The Final EIS now notes that rents are again on the rise. 
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C-023-008

The Final EIS now notes that construction cost increases are also a

factor in affordability.  

 

C-023-009

Terms and definitions related to housing income levels are shown in the

VISION 2040 housing policy section as well as in the glossary.

 

C-023-010

The Final EIS acknowledges the King County CWPP as an example. 

 

C-023-011

Additional references to local laws have been included in the Final EIS;

however, due to the number of jursidictions in the region and the non-site

specific focus of the alternatives, the FEIS has not attempted to conduct

a detailed analysis of the local laws.  PSRC agrees that additional local

laws would help mitigate or prevent loss of historic resources.  Supporting

measures are identified as potential mitigation in the Final EIS and have

also been considered in the VISION 2040 goals and policies. 

 

C-023-012

The text has been changed.

 

C-023-013

The text has been corrected.

 

C-023-014

The edits have been included in the Final EIS.
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C-023-015

This edit is included in the Final EIS.

 

C-023-016

Examples have been added.  Also, see VISION 2040 development

patterns policy section which further addresses this issue.

 

C-023-017

Those species are now noted in the Final EIS. 

 

C-023-018

The text has been revised.

 

C-023-019

While a listing of all streams could be useful as a reference for other

purposes, this level of detail is beyond the scope of the level of analysis

being conducted for the FEIS.  

 

C-023-020

This mitigation is now included in the Final EIS.  

 

C-023-021

Concur.  The FEIS has been updated to change the term "more pristine"

to "less developed."
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C-023-022

The Final EIS has been revised.  

 

C-023-023

University Place has been removed from the list.  The other cities appear

to be correctly listed.  

 

C-023-024

While quantitative accurate measures for the full region would require a

level of analysis beyond that which is needed to reasonably compare the

alternatives, additional qualitative discussion such as those that you

suggest have been added to the Final EIS. 

 

C-023-025

The FEIS contains sector level data - see chapter 5.1.  Note that the

distribution of the regional forecasts was not by sector.  Also, see the

VISION 2040 economy policy section.
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C-024-001

Comment noted.

 

C-024-002

Comments noted.  The Preferred Growth Alternative is much closer to the

focused growth alternatives (such as Metropolitan Cities and Larger

Cities) than the dispersed growth alternatives (such as Smaller Cities). 

As such, the growth impacts on cities such as Snohomish are likely to be

reduced.

 

C-024-003

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines the best elements of the

other alternatives published in the Draft EIS, including the Growth

Targets Extended.  The PGA seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth

pattern that is both ambitious and achievable.  VISION 2040 calls for

prioritizing funding in areas receiving growth, and contains policies and

goals to this effect.  Also, VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative work

at the regional level to seek to create additional resources for

funding infrastructure, particularly for jurisdiction or areas accommodating

a significant amount of growth.

 

C-024-004

Thank you for providing specific information about the 2025 targets for

the City of Snohomish. 
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C-024-005

Thank you for emphasizing the importance of family-wage jobs in

communities throughout the region, and for stating the City's goals for

creating more jobs.  Please note that in response to comments on the

Draft EIS, PSRC has adjusted the level of definition for all of the growth

alternatives to a regional geography level.  While the alternatives no

longer imply specific goals by individual city, they do still provide the

flexibility for cities such as Snohomish to seek population and

employment targets  through established planning processing under the

GMA.  Also, VISION 2040 policies address the issue of job-housing

balance.

 

C-024-006

The VISION 2040 process is intended to be complementary to the

ongoing actions of cities and counties as they continue planning under

GMA.  This includes potential annexation actions such as the City has

been considering.  As noted above, the definition of alternatives has been

revised to no longer include detailed targets by city. 
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C-025-001

Comments noted.   Note that VISION 2040 and the Preferred Growth

Alternative build upon local plans.  Further, implementation of the PGA

will be accomplished through local plans which, as requested in your

comment, provides the opportunity to ensure that the regional VISION is

implemented in a manner responsive to local situations.

 

C-025-002

Cities were grouped into their respective regional geographies based on

year 2000 population numbers from U.S. Census, and PSRC

employment numbers from estimates derived from the Washington State

Department of Employment Security.  PSRC recognizes that as cities

continue to grow, both through net increase and through annexation of

unincorporated areas, their population and employment levels may

change significantly.  To correct for these changes, VISION 2040

includes a technical amendment process to potentially reclassify cities

before the region’s counties undertake the next round of Growth

Management Act target-setting work.
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C-025-003

Comments noted against adopting the Smaller Cities Alternative as the

Preferred Alternative.  Note that the Preferred Growth Alternative is a

hybrid of the focused growth alternatives - Metropolitan Cities and Larger

Cities - and is therefore likely to reduce impacts on a city the size of

Stanwood.
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C-026-001

Comments noted.  As suggested in your comments, the Preferred Growth

Alternative combines many of the best elements of the other alternatives

published in the Draft EIS, including the Growth Targets Extended.  The

PGA seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth pattern that is both

ambitious and achievable. Note that the Preferred Growth Alternative is

a hybrid of the focused growth alternatives - Metropolitan Cities and

Larger Cities - and is therefore likely to reduce impacts on a city the size

of Sumner.
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C-027-001

VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy, as well as its multicounty

planning policies, retain a growth centers-based focus.

 

C-027-002

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the best elements

of the other alternatives published in the Draft EIS, including

metropolitan cities.  The PGA seeks to bend trends, and result in a

growth pattern that is both ambitious and achievable.  Related to this

comment, the PGA seeks to address the issue of job-housing balance by

promoting an increasing share of growth in major cities outside of King

County, including cities such as Tacoma.

 

C-027-003

See the previous response.  Note that the PGA envisions the largest

share of growth being accommodated in Metropolitan Cities such as

Tacoma. Cities such as University Place also receive a significant share

as well.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-113

C-027-004

See the responses above.  Also, VISION 2040 includes policies and

narrative related to promoting a closer balance between jobs and

housing.

 

C-027-005

Comment noted. 

 

C-027-006

Your comment is noted.  The Preferred Growth Alternative focuses on

growth in metropolitan cities and continues to emphasize the importance

of focusing growth in major regional centers.   

 

C-027-007

Comment noted. The map is meant to be broad and illustrative.
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C-028-001

The Preferred Growth Alternative retains the urban centers approach

and combines many of the best elements of the other focused

growth alternatives published in the Draft EIS.  The PGA seeks to bend

trends, and result in a growth pattern that is both ambitious and

achievable.

Note that the Preferred Growth Alternative is a focused growth

alternative - such as Metropolitan Cities and Larger Cities - and is

therefore likely to provide greater benefits to Core Cities such as

Tukwila.

 

C-028-002

As suggested in your comment, VISION 2040's Regional Growth

Strategy and multicounty planning policies retain a centers-based focus.

 

C-028-003

As noted in the response above, the PGA is a focused-growth hybrid of

the alternatives studied in the DEIS.
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C-029-001

Comments noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.

 

C-029-002

Comment noted. Note that the PGA is a hybrid of the focused growth

alternatives, seeking to create an alternative that is ambitious and

achievable.
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C-030-001

Thank you for providing information regarding the city's planning

activities.

 

C-030-002

Comment noted.

 

C-030-003

VISION 2040 addresses these issues, with policies related to job-

housing balance, support for local business, and minimizing the impacts

of transportation.
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C-030-004

The analysis of impacts in the FEIS describes potential impacts and

recognize that variation could exist in how each alternative could be

implemented.  As noted in your comment, the levels of growth noted in

the Larger Cities Alternative could be implemented with fewer impacts,

depending on local actions.  Finally, note that the definition of the

alternatives has been revised and no longer contains figures at the

individual city level.
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Y-001-001

Thank you for providing your observations on the effects of growth and

development on your neighborhood.  These issues are best addressed at

the local level through your jurisdiction.
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Y-002-001

Thank you. Comment noted regarding your preferences among the

alternatives.

 

Y-002-002

Comment noted regarding your support for creating a fourth policy

board at PSRC that is focused on regional environmental planning.
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Y-002-003

The Preferred Growth Alternative is a hybrid, and is similar to the focused

growth alternatives - such as Metropolitan Cities and Larger Cities - and

is therefore likely to provide the benefits suggested in your comment.

 

Y-002-004

VISION 2040 addresses this issue with policies related to CTR and

centers, and centers are an important part of the regional growth

strategy as well.

 

Y-002-005

The PGA is a hybrid of the focused growth alternatives published in the

Draft EIS.  It shifts some population growth to job rich areas and some

employment growth to housing rich areas to help address the issue of

job-housing balance.  Also, under all of the alternatives, growth is not

assigned to unincorporated urban areas at the potential annexation area

level.  The Regional Growth Strategy does, however, state a preference

for growth in the unincorporated urban areas to be in areas affiliated for

annexation rather than those unaffiliated, in order to promote the

affiliation of all of these areas with cities for annexation.  Additional detail

regarding the Regional Growth Strategy's figures can be found in the

FEIS Appendix I-A.

 

Y-002-006

Vehicle Miles Traveled is one of the evaluation criteria used to develop

the Preferred Growth Alternative.  Also, VISION 2040 addresses reducing 

per capita vehicle miles traveled.

 

Y-002-007

VISION 2040 does contain maps and tables to illustrate the alternatives,

as does the FEIS.  In the final "coffee table" version that is to be
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developed after the VISION is adopted, additional illustrations will be

added.

 

Y-002-008

The suggestions in this comment have been incorporated into VISION

2040 multicounty policies and Regional Growth Strategy.

 

Y-002-009

This issue of mode split goal has been addressed in VISION 2040 which

calls for these types of goals to be set. The FEIS Appendix I-E provides

additional information on mode splits.

 

Y-002-010

PSRC agrees.  In addition to the VISION 2040 multicounty planning

policies, PSRC has initiated a major update of Destination 2030 to align

it with VISION 2040.

 

Y-002-011

VISION 2040 addresses climate change, with multicounty planning

policies in the environment and transportation sections, as well as in

other sections of the document.  VISION 2040 begins with an

environmental framework chapter, and its implementation actions include

future work calling for the Regional Council to explore its role in regional

environmental planning and for developing a climate change plan. Also,

climate change is a key element in the update of Destination 2030, the

region's metropolitan transportation plan.
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Y-002-012

Reclaimed water is identified as a potential mitigation measure and is

included in VISION 2040. 
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Y-002-013

PSRC is aware of the progress of other regional water supply processes,

including the King County and Cascade Water Alliance efforts.  While the

issues faced by regional and subregional service providers vary, the

VISION 2040 EIS discussion of anticipated impacts and water supply

issues facing the region remains consistent with the more detailed

studies that are underway.  Similar efforts are expected to continue as

the region develops the infrastructure needed to sustainably

accommodate future growth. 

 

Y-002-014

Additional mention of the Puget Sound as critical habitat has been

provided in the Final EIS, and the Puget Sound Partnership program is

described in Chapter 2., Environmental Baseline, as well as in VISION

2040.  

 

Y-002-015

The FEIS discusses the impacts of each growth alternative on

floodplains and frequently flooded areas.  Please refer to section 5.6 for

further information. Note that it is not within the scope of this FEIS on

VISION 2040 to seek to designate new "regional utilities."
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Y-002-016

Given the large regional scale of the project and the broad nature of the

decisions to be made balancing a wide range of environmental and

public policy factors, a detailed analysis was considered beyond the scope

of the VISION 2040 update. 

Similar factors influenced the choice of the level of analysis for

impervious surfaces, which was conducted at a scale that allowed broad

predictions of the amount of impervious surfaces that would be created. 

The nature of transport on a facility could affect the type or balance of

water quality impacts that could occur on certain kinds of facilities, but

more detail would not alter the comparative findings for each alternative. 

In addition, the calculation of impervious surfaces created include more

than roads only.

 

Y-002-017

Comment noted.  The FEIS recognizes that runoff from transportation

facilities is a major source of water pollution.

 

Y-002-018

These issues have been noted in section 5.7.3, cumulative effects.  Since

the location of such events cannot be reasonably determined, a more

detailed analysis by alternative would be highly speculative.  However,

effective planning and response for such events can help to mitigate

impacts. 

 

Y-002-019

Comments noted.  A text reference linking the discussion of these issues

in the Environmental Justice analysis in section 6 has been provided

within section 5.9.2. 
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Y-002-020

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue with policies related to regional

design, context-sensitive transportation practices, and more. 

Additionally, public health issues are also addressed throughout the

VISION document. Lastly, the FEIS discusses many of these issues as

potential mitigation measures.

 

Y-002-021

This issue was considered during the update process and policy

language and narrative are included to support uses that enhance the

region's food system.

 

Y-002-022

VISION 2040 addresses these issues with policies and narrative related

to public health, connectivity, and nonmotorized transportation.

 

Y-002-023

Thank you for the compliments.  PSRC recognizes that members of

Indian Tribes have specific rights by Treaty and Tribes are considered

sovereign nations.  PSRC's program to update the VISION has included

outreach and involvement with Tribes, especially those who are council

members.   The existing discussions provided by the variety of FEIS

topics, as well as the Environmental Justice section, are appropriate

given the non-site-specific focus of the VISION update. 
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Y-002-024

Thank you for the suggestion, and PSRC agrees that health disparities

among low income and minority populations are an important public

policy consideration.  However, the analysis suggested is considerably

more detailed than would be needed for the consideration of a Preferred

Growth Alternative.  The FEIS has provided a number of other elements

that provide additional information on human health concerns, including

the "What's Health Got to Do With It?" and "At the Microscale" papers,

which are provided in FEIS Appendix I-F.

 

Y-002-025

The Final EIS includes some of the additional mitigation measures you

have suggested. 
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Y-002-026

As part of its ongoing environmental justice responsibilities, PSRC

conducted additional outreach to these population groups. The results of

this work are shown in Chapter 6, and in FEIS Appendix II-C.

 

Y-002-027

The Regional Council investigated some of the suggestions for additional

measures, and the requested additions were determined by the Board to

be either not sensitive to growth distribution, more appropriate for

monitoring or for analysis at the comprehensive plan stage, or redundant

to current measures. Note that some of the titles of the measures were

revised to address comments such as this one.
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Y-002-028

VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy includes a centers focus.

 

Y-002-029

Destination 2030 is currently being updated.

 

Y-002-030

Given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of

conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives

and the environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad

programmatic scale.

 

Y-002-031

This issue is addressed in the multicounty planning policies

within VISION 2040.

 

Y-002-032

See response to Comment #27.

 

Y-002-033

The multicounty planning policies and the update to Destination 2030

address this issue.

 

Y-002-034

The multicounty planning policies address this issue.
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Y-002-035

Given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of

conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives

and the environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad

programmatic scale. This issue will be addressed in the Destination 2030

Update.

 

Y-002-036

Thank you for your comment. VISION 2040 action calls for exploring

PSRC's role in regional environmental planning.

 

Y-002-037

The CRT plan is included in Destination 2030.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-134

Y-002-038

VISION 2040 policies and actions call for all of these to either be done or

explored.

 

Y-002-039

This recommendation will be explored by PSRC as part of an action to

determine the Regional Council's role in regional environmental

planning.
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Y-002-040

Thank you for the background information. Your comments have been

noted.

 

Y-002-041

VISION 2040 policy addresses this issue.
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Y-002-042

This issue is addressed in VISION 2040.  The Destination 2030 update

will explore the next steps.

 

Y-002-043

Thank you for providing additional information on climate change.
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Y-003-001

Comment noted.

 

Y-003-002

VISION 2040 respects local control.  As a membership organization, the

members govern the Regional Council.  VISION 2040 provides regional

agreement and guidance that helps local governments achieve

objectives that they cannot accomplish working alone (such as the

designation of Regional Growth Centers).

 

Y-003-003

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the best elements

of the other alternatives published in the Draft EIS, including the Growth

Targets Extended, which is based on currently adopted plans. The PGA

seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth pattern that is both

ambitious and achievable.  Also, the Preferred Growth Alternative builds

upon local plans.  Further, implementation of the PGA will be

accomplished through local plans, which provides the opportunity to

ensure that the regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive

to local characteristics.
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Y-004-001

Thank you for your comment reiterating the importance of bridges and

ferries to Kitsap County.  The Final EIS discussion of impacts has been

updated to note the typical issues that ferry terminals and other major

facilities face. 

 

Y-004-002

The process to develop VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy was

based on an analysis of, among other issues, promoting a closer

balance between housing and jobs at the regional geography and county

levels.  This involves adding housing to job-rich areas and adding jobs to

housing-rich areas. Also, VISION 2040 contains multicounty planning

policies that recognize the importance of creating a job/housing balance

and connections between housing areas and employment areas.
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Y-005-001

Thank you.

 

Y-005-002

As suggested in your comment, the Preferred Growth Alternative is a

hybrid of the alternatives studied in the Draft EIS, and was developed

with the assistance of local government staff.

 

Y-005-003

Comment noted regarding your concerns about the Growth Targets

Extended alternative.  Further, the Preferred Growth Alternative has been

structured to address issues such as job-housing balance, and builds

upon the existing regional growth centers designations. Lastly, the PGA

represents a focused growth pattern that is cost effective.
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Y-005-004

VISION 2040 policies support family-wage jobs.  Also, the policies and

Regional Growth Strategy call for a closer balance between jobs and

housing including an increased share of employment growth to

metropolitan and core cities outside King County to address some of the

issues regarding cross-county commuting. 

Finally, VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative work at the regional

level to seek to create additional resources for infrastructure.

 

Y-005-005

The maps are a combination of population and employment, and

therefore present combined "activity units."  Growth Targets Extended is

based on an extension of currently adopted targets.  For background data

and information on the Preferred Alternative (and the other alternatives),

see FEIS Appendix I-A.

 

Y-005-006

Population and employment growth in the Growth Targets Extended

alternative are based on existing plans.  The text on the preceding page

explains this, and more information can be found in FEIS Appendix I-E.2.

 

Y-005-007

Given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of

conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives

and the environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad

programmatic scale. Localized impacts of growth could vary, but would

depend on more specific actions that would be considered and approved

through local or project-level processes.  Further, recognize that

implementation of VISION 2040 and the PGA will be accomplished

through local plans, which provides the opportunity to ensure that the
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regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive to local

characteristics and plans.

 

Y-005-008

VISION 2040 addresses these issues with policies that seek to

implement the Preferred Growth Alternative.  Note that it is also through

local plans and countywide planning policies that the VISION will be

implemented.  This discussion has been added to both VISION and the

Final EIS. As noted in your comments, to be successful, actions will be

needed to both accommodate and limit growth.

 

Y-005-009

The Final EIS discussion of trends in section 5.1.2 has been updated to

note the major demographic shift that will occur with the aging of the

"baby boomer" population.  This discussion has also been added to the

beginning of VISION 2040.
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Y-006-001

VISION 2040's regional growth strategy is based on promoting a closer

balance between housing and jobs at the regional geography and county

levels.  This involves adding housing to job-rich areas and adding jobs to

housing-rich areas.  Also, VISION 2040 contains multicounty planning

policies that recognize the importance of creating a job/housing balance

and connections between housing areas and employment areas.  The

Regional Growth Strategy calls for an increased share of employment

growth in major cities in Kitsap, Pierce, and Snohomish counties.
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Y-006-002

VISION 2040 advances the concepts of preserving rural and natural

resource areas. Policies related to both of these issues are found in the

multicounty planning policies chapter in the development patterns and

economic sections, as well as in other sections of the document.  The

Regional Growth Strategy chapter also advances the concept of more

limited levels of development in the region's rural areas, and it allocates

no growth to the region's natural resource areas.

 

Y-006-003

VISION 2040 addresses this issue.  The Preferred Growth Alternative

allocates the largest share of unincorporated urban area growth to

Snohomish County in recognition of this issue.

 

Y-006-004

The County's goals for its SWUGA are acknowledged (see previous

response).

 

Y-006-005

The Preferred Growth Alternative reduces the level of growth to

Snohomish County's rural area, as compared to Growth Targets

Extended.
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Y-006-006

The idea of expanding the urban growth area in the analysis of

alternatives was considered during the VISION update process and was

not accepted.  Rather, the analysis was based on existing densities and

development patterns within the region’s urban growth areas, future

planned densities derived from locally adopted comprehensive plans and

Countywide Planning Policies, and densities necessary to absorb

regional growth through the year 2040. Consistent with the Growth

Management Act’s urban growth area and “Buildable Lands” provisions

(RCW 36.70A.110, 36.70A.215), the analysis assessed the ability of

redevelopment, increased densities, and other reasonable measures to

enable the region to accommodate future growth within existing urban

areas. VISION 2040's policies do not prevent a jurisdiction from

proposing a UGA amendment.

 

Y-006-007

As noted in your comment, FCCs are legal choices under GMA. See

VISION 2040 policies on this topic for more information.

 

Y-006-008

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue with a set of Regional Design

policies.  Also, see the VISION 2040 Informational Paper on Regional

Design, in FEIS Appendix I-F.

 

Y-006-009

VISION 2040 promotes addressing housing affordability.  VISION

contains a stand-alone housing policy section, as well as housing-related

actions.  While they do not set housing targets for local jurisdictions, they

do speak to creating a regional housing action plan, which will likely

address many of the issues raised in your comment. Also, affordability is

addressed as an element of the Regional Growth Strategy.
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Y-006-010

As was done in VISION 2020, fiscal analysis was completed at a scale

and level of detail appropriate for this regional visioning process,

including the Public Services chapter, Cost of Sprawl Issue Paper, etc.

Also, a Fiscal Impact sidebar was added to VISION 2040.

 

Regarding transportation infrastructure specifically, as VISION 2040 is

being adopted, the Regional Council is beginning the process of

updating Destination 2030 to align it with VISION 2040.  This will provide

an opportunity for a more detailed analysis of transportation funding. 

Lastly, a set of "fiscal" policies and actions have been added to VISION

2040.

 

Y-006-011

The analysis in the FEIS did not assume any additional parks being

added, given the lack of information and decision-making regarding

when and where future parks might be sited.  This level of analysis would

be more appropriate for a local comprehensive plan, and will be one of

the factors local governments consider as they work to help implement

the VISION in their own local communities in a manner responsive to

local circumstances.

 

Y-006-012

Comments noted.  See VISION 2040 Environmental Framework,

Environmental Policies, and Environmental Actions for more information. 

Also, VISION 2040 does not intend to change any existing needs to

comply with existing regulations.  Lastly, VISION 2040 contains policies

and actions related to regional coordination on infrastructure funding to

support growth.
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Y-006-013

This issue was not addressed in the SDEIS because it is an issue

determined to be best addressed at the local jurisdiction level.

 

Y-006-014

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue.  Also, see responses to previous

comments regarding job-housing balance, cross-county commuting, and

local authority.
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Y-006-015
The FEIS speaks to the issues of gentrification and displacement and housing types under

all the alternatives.  However, given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large

variation of conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives and the

environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad programmatic scale. Localized

impacts of growth could vary, but would depend on more specific actions that would be

considered and approved through local or project-level processes.

 

Y-006-016
Thank you for the comment pointing out that the lower rates of growth in rental rates was

due to a variety of factors; the discussion of rents has been revised, noting that rents are

again on the rise.

 

Y-006-017
Comments noted.  To address issues such as these, PSRC formed a technical working

group, made up of local government staff, to help with the development of the Preferred

Growth Alternatice.  This did not address revisiting the previous alternatives and their

technical development, but instead focused on the PGA.

 

Y-006-018
To accompany the Preferred Growth Alternative, PSRC has developed multcounty

planning policies that include transit supportive strategies such as those you describe. 

However, the analysis of specific corridors and the implementation steps needed to

preserve or develop them is more appropriate to system and corridor level planning efforts. 

This includes the recent work by Sound Transit for its Long Range Plan Update and Phase

II program, or as part of the update of Destination 2030 by PSRC, following the adoption of

VISION 2040.

 

Y-006-019
Both the FEIS and VISION speak to the next steps and update of Destination 2030.

 

Y-006-020
The FEIS contains information describing all criteria pollutants at their appropriate scale in

their respective conformity and maintenance areas.

 

Y-006-021
The information provided in the figure in the FEIS were higher level estimates based on a
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growth forecasting model. The FEIS information remains correct in stating that accurate

detailed information in the 4-county region is not available.

 

Y-006-022
The Final EIS has been revised to reflect these areas.

 

Y-006-023
This mitigation measure has been added.

 

Y-006-024
This issue is now included in the Final EIS.

 

Y-006-025
These issues have been noted in the Final EIS.

 

Y-006-026
The benefits of redevelopment are included in the discussion of impacts as well as in

mitigation in Chapter 5.6 of the Final EIS.

 

Y-006-027
Thank you for the suggestion.  These measures are included as potential mitigation in the

Final EIS in Section 5.7.

 

Y-006-028
Thank you for submitting your comment.  Potential mitigation measures are discussed in

Section 5.9.4 and a discussion of green building practices is included in the Final EIS.

 

Y-006-029
Thank you for your suggestion.  It has been noted.

 

Y-006-030
The EIS discusses the PGA and how it could be served by different energy sources, but

not how it supports different programs.  It is likely a more compact growth pattern that could

benefit conservation programs.

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-154

 

Y-006-031
PSRC recognizes that site developments that involve discovery will be subject to specific

requirements under federal law.  However, since the VISION 2040 update is a non-project

action, the regulatory guidance discussion is provided as an overview, but is not intended

to fully replicate the requirements of the regulations themselves.

 

Y-006-032
This impact was noted for all alternatives in the Draft EIS and is retained in the Final EIS.

 

Y-006-033
Thank you for your comments, most of which have been included in the Final EIS. Some of

the background information that you reference as being recently available or updated by

the County may have been collected earlier, but the findings of impacts and the range of

mitigation measures at the regional level are not affected.

 

Y-006-034
PSRC has added to Section 6.1 a statement that the findings and the recommended

measures are applicable to areas with immigrant or other populations that may not meet

the USDOT definition for Environmental Justice.
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Y-006-035
PSRC notes your comment that Snohomish County's low income and minority populations

have characteristics that can make them challenging to reach.  Recognize that King, Pierce,

and Kitsap county communities have geographic areas and characteristics with low income

or minority individuals and groups that are also hard to reach if they are located outside of

the major cities, as is increasingly the case.  Throughout the VISION update and EIS

process, PSRC has continued to reach out to members of the public, including through a

wide array of media and venues, and staff have conducted hundreds of presentations.  As the

VISION 2040 document and the supporting EIS analysis does not involve site-

specific proposals, additional efforts targeted at a given location or group in the region

would not be needed specifically for the FEIS.  However, PSRC agrees that improved

strategies to reach and involve low income and minority populations throughout the region

will be important as PSRC and its member jurisdictions move forward to implement the

VISION and achieve its objectives through local planning actions.    

 

Y-006-036
PSRC recognizes that census data are often provided at the block group level for

environmental justice analysis at a project level and that some previous reports also used

block groups. However, for the purpose of providing supporting information to the public

and decisionmakers, PSRC determined that tract level information was appropriate, given

the non-site- specific nature of the VISION update, and that the maps and the data tables

needed to cover a 4-county geography. 

 

Y-006-037
The language used to describe populations subject to environmental justice considerations

is consistent with current usage at the federal level, including in the most recent data

provided by the U.S. Census.  The groups identified through the U.S. Census were

considered in the analysis, although it should be recognized that the Environmental Justice

information is not required for a SEPA review, and is provided here in response to

comments and suggestions by PSRC members and others as additional information for

their consideration.  Also, see response to previous comment. 

 

Y-006-038

The approach for reporting poverty used in the Draft EIS are being retained as suggested.  

 

Y-006-039
This is an assumption that was made for the purposes of the analysis, and the Final EIS
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restates it is an assumption rather than a prediction or a forecast.  Comments noted

regarding the differences within the environmental justice populations.

 

Y-006-040
Additional mitigation measures suggesting coordination with these other programs have

been added in the SDEIS and the Final EIS. 
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Y-007-001

Comment noted about including jurisdiction staff.  Subsequent to the

release of the Draft EIS, PSRC formed a technical working group of local

jurisdiction staff to help with the development of the Preferred Growth

Alternative.  This helped ensure that numbers of all regional geographies

were realistic.
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Y-008-001

As requested, follow-up sessions were held.
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R-001-001

Thank you for your comment and the additional information.  King County

Water District No. 11 has been removed from Figure 5-7-7 as requested.
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R-002-001

Thank you for providing additional information about the important role

the Port plays in supporting continued economic development in the

region, and for reiterating key features of its operations and areas of

public policy interest.  As you know, PSRC is partnering with the Port and

others through the Prosperity Partnership, which will play a strong role

in helping to support continued economic vitality as the region grows.  We

address your specific comments by section below.  However, given

the broad regional focus of the VISION 2040 process and the alternatives

for a four-county area, the level of analysis conducted for the FEIS is

broad and programmatic.  Therefore, the FEIS may not reflect the level of

detail that would indicate issues specific to the Port of Seattle or its

operations, but rather focuses on the types of impacts and issues

affecting ports in general, as well as other jurisdictions and entities in the

region.  Still, the multicounty planning policies and VISION 2040 include

additional discussion and policies reflecting port activities and

opportunities for maintaining the long-term use and viability of

manufacturing/industrial centers.

 

R-002-002

VISION 2040 has multicounty planning policies related to protecting and

fully maximizing existing manufacturing/industrial centers.  It also

contains an implementation action to update the PSRC's Industrial Land

Supply Study and, as part of that update, seek to develop an industrial

land strategy. Also, see comments on the scale of the analysis. Lastly,

additional discussion of manufacturing/industrial centers has been added

to the FEIS.
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R-002-003

Given the large regional scale of the project and the broad nature of the

decisions to be made balancing a wide range of environmental and

public policy factors, more detailed analysis of transportation impacts on

specific facilities and locations was considered to be too detailed for the

level of information needed to differentiate alternatives and consider their

impacts and necessary mitigation before adopting VISION 2040. 

While the Final EIS does not attempt to determine detailed impacts,

improvements, and funding for a specific facility or system, the analysis

was sufficient to determine the types of impacts and their comparative

magnitude among the alternatives.  As VISION 2040 is being adopted,

PSRC will be in the beginning stages of a major update to Destination

2030 to align it with VISION 2040; this will provide an additional

opportunity to address this issue. 

 

R-002-004

See response to comment 003 regarding the scale of the analysis.  Also,

VISION 2040 alternatives were analyzed using the planned investments

in Destination 2030, none of which varied among the alternatives but

instead were held as a constant as they were at the time of adoption of

the 2001 version of the transportation plan.

 

R-002-005

This text revision is included in the Final EIS. 
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R-002-006

See response to comment 003 regarding the scale of the analysis, and

the next steps in terms of Destination 2030.  Also, VISION 2040 policies

speak to the importance of freight and the priority of

manufacturing/industrial centers for funding and investments.

 

R-002-007

The FEIS has been updated to discuss this issue.

 

R-002-008

Comment noted.
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R-002-009

See the FEIS air quality section for more information regarding PM 2.5

emission results under each of the alternatives.  Given the variability of

how the alternatives might ultimately be implemented through local plans

and countywide policies, it would not be appropriate to estimate localized

potential violations or responses.  That would be part of subsquent, local

planning and fall under future permitting actions.

 

R-002-010

Comments noted.  PSRC looks forward to learning more about these

activities.

 

R-002-011

Comments noted.

 

R-002-012

Comments noted.  The project to voluntarily encourage shippers to

reduce pollutants sounds promising.

 

R-002-013

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue and has policies that continue to

support manufacturing/industrial centers.  This includes protecting these

lands from incompatible uses, and there are supportive freight-related

policies as well.
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R-002-014

VISION 2040 economic policies support family wage jobs, industrial

clusters, and manufacturing/industrial centers.

 

R-002-015

Thank you for your comment.  The goals and policies have been

expanded to include additional emphasis on the movement of freight. 

Please see the VISION 2040 document for an expanded discussion of

how the regional goals and strategies have been refined to support

freight and the economy. 

 

R-002-016

Comments noted.  These ideas were considered by the Regional Staff

Committee and Policy Boards as they developed the multicounty

planning policies.
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R-003-001

The issue of food supply, markets, design, and safety are compatible with

the policies in VISION 2040, although they are not all called out as

separate policy elements but rather included in broader sets of policies. 

See the development patterns, public services, and economic policies for

related policy statements.
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R-004-001

VISION 2040 advances the concepts of protecting the environment and

addressing climate change. Policies related to both of these issues are

found in the multicounty planning policies chapter, in the environment

and transportation sections, as well as in other sections of the document. 

VISION 2040 begins with an environmental and sustainability framework

chapter, and its implementation actions include future work on the

Regional Council exploring its role in regional environmental planning. 

Lastly, climate change is a key element in the update of Destination

2030, the region's metropolitan transportation plan.

 

R-004-002

Thank you for the background information regarding the agency's growth

management-related policies.  They were useful to consider when

developing the VISION 2040 environmental policies.
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R-004-003

Comments noted regarding your support for the focused growth

alternatives.

 

R-004-004

VISION 2040 includes policies and provisions that call for doing better

than existing standards for carbon monoxide, ozone, and particulates.  It

also calls for reducing levels for air toxics, fine particulates, and

greenhouse gases.  Also, the FEIS discusses issues related to impacts

on sensitive populations—see the VISION 2040 Information Paper:  At

the Microscale, which discusses this topic.
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R-004-005

While we understand the thinking behind your comment, the air quality

chapter was not reorganized.  This should not be interpreted as stating a

priority for addressing one pollutant versus another.  Also note

that VISION 2040 policies related to climate change and emissions have

been developed that stress the priority of this issue.

 

R-004-006

The FEIS has been updated to discuss this isssue.

 

R-004-007

See previous response about reorganizing the chapter.  The suggested

addition was included in the FEIS.

 

R-004-008

The construction emissions created by major projects is now noted in the

Final EIS, and a cross-reference to section 5.3, where the major projects

are listed, is provided. 

 

R-004-009

The FEIS has been updated to address this issue.

 

R-004-010

Thank you for the clarification and information on mitigation measures;

these provided useful information that was considered as the VISION

2040 multicounty planning policies were developed.
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R-004-011

Thank you for the background information regarding local government

actions and clean air.  This was useful background information that was

considered as PSRC worked to develop VISION 2040.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-175

R-004-012

See previous responses regarding the usefulness of this background

information.  Also, PSRC considered this issue through the use of an

Informational Paper entitled "At the Microscale: Compact Growth and

Adverse Health Impacts" - See FEIS Appendix I-F.

 

R-004-013

VISION 2040 has addressed these issues with policies related to clean

air, reducing emissions, green building, and more.
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R-004-014

VISION 2040 has addressed these issues, with policies on promoting

less polluting travel and reducing vehicle emissions through a variety of

strategies.

 

R-004-015

This comment was considered during the policy development process

and not included.  This issue is appropriate to address at the local level.
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R-004-016

PSRC agrees with the concerns that you identify regarding

environmental justice.  That is a primary reason that Environmental

Justice was included as an element of the FEIS (Chapter 6), which has

identified potential mitigation measures and best practices for reducing

disproportionate incomes to low income and minority populations. 

 

R-004-017

VISION 2040 does not speak to local governments' use of

SEPA because SEPA is already required under state law.  The comment

in support of using SEPA is noted, and is consistent with the manner in

which PSRC used SEPA during the VISION 2040 project.
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R-004-018

Thank you for providing this background information regarding the

Agency's mitigation measures.  This was a useful listing that was

considered and provided valuable information to the process as PSRC

worked to develop multicounty planning policies.
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R-005-001

Thank you for your statement of appreciation for the VISION 2040

planning process, and for providing background on Snohomish County

Tomorrow. 
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R-005-002

Thank you.

 

R-005-003

VISION 2040 now contains policies that address many of the items

noted in this comment; note, however, that these were not added as

formal evaluation criteria in the selection of the Preferred Growth

Alternative, but are instead part of VISION 2040.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-182

R-005-004

The Preferred Growth Alternative combines many of the best elements

of the other alternatives published in the Draft EIS, including the Growth

Targets Extended.  The PGA seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth

pattern that is both ambitious and achievable.  At the same time, the PGA

builds upon local plans, and implementation of the PGA will be

accomplished through local plans, which provides the opportunity to

ensure that the regional VISION is implemented in a manner responsive

to local situations, such as those described in Snohomish County and its

southwest UGA.  Note also that local area issues were considered during

the process to develop the PGA.

 

R-005-005

See previous response.
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R-005-006

Not using regional geographies was considered during the VISION 2040

process and was rejected.  The regional geographies provide a useful

way to analyze and plan for the region.  Also, the PGA does incorporate

the centers concept from the earlier VISION.

 

R-005-007

VISION 2040 and the FEIS speak to the relationship of the MPPs and

EIS mitigation measures to the implementation of the PGA.

 

R-005-008

SCT reconciliation was addressed and worked on by a technical

advisory group of local jurisdiction staff that was formed by the PSRC to

help in developing the PGA. This group included staff from Snohomish

County.

 

R-005-009

As the Preferred Growth Alternative was developed, this issue was

addressed. See previous response. Also, see the PGA Technical Packet

in FEIS Appendix I-A.
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R-005-010

The reference to individual city numbers in the alternatives was

removed when addressing these types of issues.

 

R-005-011

Comment noted regarding your concerns pertaining to these alternatives.

 

R-005-012

Growth is not assigned to unincorporated urban areas at the potential

annexation area level.  The Regional Growth Strategy does, however,

state a preference for growth in the unincorporated urban areas to be in

areas affiliated for annexation rather than those unaffiliated, in order to

promote the affiliation of all of these areas with cities for annexation. 

Additional detail regarding the Regional Growth Strategy's figures,

particularly in the tables "Snohomish Employment" and "Snohomish

Population," can be found in FEIS Appendix I-A.

 

R-005-013

The discussion of the Growth Targets Extended Alternative focused on

the disparate locations of population from employment, rather than a

characterization of the alternative as "sprawl."  PSRC worked to address

these local issues through the process to develop the Preferred Growth

Alternative, which included the formation of a technical advisory

group consisting of local government staff.

 

R-005-014

See the previous responses to comments regarding localized

assumptions in the alternatives and PSRC's formation of a technical

advisory group that assisted staff in developing the Preferred Alternative. 

Also, see next response (R-005-015).
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R-005-015

VISION 2040's Regional Growth Strategy is based on promoting a closer

balance between housing and jobs at the regional geography and county

levels.  This involves adding housing to job-rich areas and adding jobs to

housing-rich areas.  Also, VISION 2040 contains multicounty planning

policies that recognize the importance of creating a job/housing balance

and connections between housing areas and employment areas. Lastly,

comment noted regarding an educational institution.

 

R-005-016

VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing funding in centers.  Also, VISION 2040

actions call for collaborative work at the regional level to seek to create

additional resources for infrastructure.

 

R-005-017

Centers continue to be an integral part of VISION 2040 and its Regional

Growth Strategy.

 

R-005-018

The Preferred Growth Alternative responds to these comments.  VISION

2040 actions call for evaluating both regional growth and

manufacturing/industrial centers.  VISION 2040 also recognizes the role

of subregional centers and other more local central places.
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R-005-019

See response to comment 016 regarding infrastructure funding. Also,

see the EIS mitigation, cumulative effects, and VISION 2040 multicounty

planning policies, which are designed to help implement the Preferred

Growth Alternative in a manner that minimizes some of the impacts of

growth.
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R-006-001

Thank you for the additional information, which has been added to the

Final EIS. 
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R-006-002

Additional information on service districts has been added to the Final

EIS discussion.
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R-007-001

PSRC appreciates your supportive comments regarding the VISION 2040

planning process, and appreciates the strong interest TRPC has in

helping our two urban areas grow in a complementary manner.   As PSRC

continues to develop more specific actions for implementing the plan, we

look forward to continued collaboration with TRPC. 
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R-007-002

As part of the process to develop the Preferred Growth Alternative,

PSRC formed a technical working group that included local government

staff to assess growth trends, comprehensive plan and target trends,

sector trends, and more, to ensure that the PGA would be both ambitious

and achievable. 

 

R-007-003

VISION 2040 represents regional guidance rather than a local or

comprehensive plan level of analysis.  VISION 2040 covers a very large

geography, looks very long range, and is less detailed than local

comprehensive plans.  Subsequently, the appropriate local role is for

local comprehensive plans and the targeting process to then determine

how it works; for example, considering market forces in each jurisdiction.
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R-007-004

The Final Environmental Impact Statement has a chapter on energy,

which addressed petroleum, electric, natural gas, and conservation and

their effects on implementing the growth distribution alternatives. Also, it

addresses issues such as fuel prices in the cumulative effects

discussions.

 

R-007-005

VISION 2040 is based on a regional growth forecast, which is based in

part on larger growth trends outside the region.  Also, the Final EIS has

been updated to include more discussion of transportation effects and

trends for travel into and outside the region.

 

R-007-006

The PGA Technical Packet was developed to include more information

regarding military employment.  Additionally, VISION 2040 policies

address military bases and incompatible adjacent uses.

 

R-007-007

As part of the process to develop the Preferred Growth Alternative,

PSRC formed a technical working group that included local government

staff to assess growth trends, comprehensive plan and target trends,

sector trends, and more, to ensure that the PGA would be both

ambitious and achievable.

 

R-007-008

Each of the alternatives is meant to be conceptual, and for the purposes

of the FEIS analysis, the alternatives are meant to contain "bookend"

assumptions.  The Smaller Cities Alternative represents one end of the

bookends.
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R-007-009

All of the alternatives use the same regional forecast, which was

developed by PSRC. For more information, visit the "Data & Forecasts"

section of PSRC's website, psrc.org.

 

R-007-010

Your comments regarding the effects of the alternatives on regions

outside the central Puget Sound are noted.  Also, see responses to

previous comments regarding the effect of growth outside the region on

regional forecasts. Note that the analysis in the FEIS indicated that there

could be more affordable units, although they might not be single-family.

 

R-007-011

Comments noted.  Note that the FEIS transportation chapter has been

updated to note the issue of cross-county travel.  For an issue as specific

as passenger rail service to Thurston, the Destination 2030 update

provides an opportunity to further consider the issue.

 

R-007-012

VISION 2040 used the adopted metropolitan transportation plan,

Destination 2030, as the transportation network for the purpose of

analyzing the alternatives. At the time of the adoption of VISION 2040,

the PSRC will be in the process of updating the Destination 2030 to bring

it into alignment with the VISION.  The issue of costs will be more fully

addressed in the update of Destination 2030.
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R-007-013

See previous response regarding Destination 2030 investments in the

VISION 2040 update.

 

R-007-014

See previous response.  We do not concur that Cross-Base Highway

makes South Pierce County growth inevitable, although it can create an

opportunity for additional growth. The update of Destination 2030 will

provide the opportunity to address the question regarding the impact of

the Cross-Base Highway.

 

R-007-015

See VISION 2040's Implementation section and the actions for more

information on actions and measures.  Also, note that local

comprehensive plans and countywide planning policies will be an

important element of implementing VISION 2040. Lastly, VISION 2040

calls for coordinated efforts to create financial resources for areas

accommodating growth.
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S-001-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

S-001-002

Thank you for your comment.

 

S-001-003

Thank you.  The issue papers have served as building blocks for both the

evaluation of alternatives and the development of mitigation measures

and supporting policies for the Preferred Growth Alternative. 

 

S-001-004

PSRC developed the baseline in large part to help stimulate the

discussion of how larger-scale ecological processes should shape the

region's choices about growth.  It serves as the framework for the rest of

the document.  To further support the ongoing decision-making as county

and local governments continue their long-range planning following the

adoption of VISION 2040, the plan also includes environmental

multicounty planning policies.
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S-001-005

VISION 2040 and the multicounty planning policies encourage

development within the areas targeted for growth, which in the Preferred

Alternative is focused on established urban areas, where infill and

redevelopment will be important.  PSRC has also identified a work

program to help refine and implement many of the mechanisms needed

to achieve 2040.  These include technical support and research on best

practices that are designed to help local governments accommodate

growth. 

 

S-001-006

In addition to the SDEIS text that originally identified these types of

strategies for desired growth patterns and urban form, VISION 2040,

particularly the multicounty planning policies, provide additional

emphasis on how human-scale design, green development, and other

urban design best practices can be used.  PSRC has also identified an

implementation work program to help share tools and technical

expertise among its members.   

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-197

S-002-001

Thank you for your positive comments regarding the VISION update and

its Environmental Baseline. As noted in your comment, VISION 2040's

environmental framework and policies will help integrate these issues

into other PSRC planning activities such as the update to Destination

2030.
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S-002-002

Comments noted regarding your support for a larger environmental

planning function at PSRC, and for a "sustainability" approach, which is

now addressed in VISION 2040.

 

S-002-003

Thank you for your comment in support of the objectives for providing an

environmental framework for the VISION. The Final EIS includes more

detailed discussion of greenhouse gas and climate change issues, and

the multicounty planning policies include greenhouse gas reduction

objectives.

 

S-002-004

Comment noted.

 

S-002-005

Concur.  The process to develop the PGA did involve the amount of time

and stakeholders suggested in your comment.  It also involved

continuous public outreach, analysis, and three formal comment periods.

Lastly, the PGA provides regional guidance that will adjust to local

conditions, as implemented through local plans.

 

S-002-006

The Regional Council investigated some of the suggestions for additional

measures in the FEIS, and the requested additions were determined by

the Board to be either not sensitive to growth distribution, more

appropriate for monitoring or for analysis at the comprehensive plan

stage, or redundant to current measures.  However, VISION 2040

includes policies and provisions that address system approaches, habitat

connections, water quality, and ecological functions.
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S-002-007

The alternatives, by addressing all population and employment growth

and their associated travel impacts, are inherently cumulative and

address this issue.

 

S-002-008

The issues of water supply are discussed in section 5.6, and the

discussion identifies the concerns regarding sustainability.  Additional

discussion of limitations of water supply on jurisdictions within the region

has been added in section 5.7.  Since the Vision 2040 document is

focused on establishing a Regional Growth Strategy that sets forth broad

patterns of growth and the underlying goals and policies, the alternatives

it considers are conceptual. The analysis of water supply relied instead

on the more detailed planning of member jurisdictions and subregional

water supply planning organizations to describe the currently identified

limitations, and to identify the likely issues that may be encountered by

jurisdictions within the region as they plan for future growth.   

 

S-002-009

Thank you for your comment.  Section 5.10 (Energy) provides estimates

of when petroleum supplies are thought to run out from both optimistic

and pessimistic points of view.  Natural gas estimations are not provided;

however, it is reasonable to assume that predictions for natural gas are

similar to predictions for petroleum. Issues of uncertainty will be more

appropriately addressed through the more detailed planning conducted

at the local plan level and by utilities.

 

S-002-010

Thank you for your comment.  The multicounty planning policies and the

Final EIS mitigation measures address green (sustainable) building

practices. The FEIS has been updated to address the issues of energy

efficiency more fully.
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S-002-011

Comment noted.  PSRC has provided additional discussion regarding

sustainability issues in the Final EIS through a wider array of topic areas. 

The VISION 2040 document, which includes goals and policies for

implementing the Regional Growth Strategy, also provides additional

measures focusing on sustainability in an array of areas. 

 

S-002-012

The FEIS notes that the Seattle Fault, not the source of the Nisqually

earthquake, is a shallow crustal zone. The reference to the Deep/Benioff

Zone has been added to the FEIS.

 

S-002-013

This approach has been added to the discussion of potential mitigation

measures.  

 

S-002-014

Sustainable development practices are identified as mitigation measures

in Section 5.2 of the Final EIS, and had previously also been noted in

other sections including water resources and ecosystems.  Also, the

multicounty planning policies address the issues of low-impact

development, sustainable design, and green buildings.

 

S-002-015

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue and contains a monitoring

program.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-202

S-002-016

VISION 2040 measures relate to the policies and goals, creating the

approach suggested in your comment. VISION 2040 also addresses the

issues of sustainability and adaptive management.

 

S-002-017

See response above to S-002-016. 

 

S-002-018

The criteria are intended to be used for the VISION 2040 process, but

are available for other processes as well if others deem them valuable

and appropriate.  Currently, there are no specific plans to continue to use

these evaluation criteria.

 

S-002-019

Thank you for the background information on TPEAC.

 

S-002-020

Those requirements are discussed more specifically under a specific

section of the Executive Summary, both in the SDEIS and in the Final

EIS.  However, the DEIS did include discussions of uncertainty in the

Purpose and Need and the Definition of Alternatives, and many of the

other DEIS sections also noted the uncertainty about how alternatives

would be implemented through the actions of others, and uncertainty

about the geographic location of specific developments and impacts.
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S-003-001

Thank you for your statement supporting the ecological emphasis of the

DEIS and the overall VISION 2040 planning program.  Please see the

Final EIS for additional discussion of the mitigation measures,

and see VISION 2040 multicounty planning policies. 

 

S-003-002

Your support for the Metropolitan Cities alternative is noted.  The

Preferred Growth Alternative is a hybrid of the focused growth

alternatives contained in the DEIS, and shares many of the attributes of

Metropolitan Cities.
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S-003-003

Thank you for the information on WDFW programs.  As described in your

comment, the Local Habitat Assessment sounds like it will be an

important and useful planning tool. The Final EIS includes additional

discussion of fragmentation and the potential problems associated with

human/wildlife encounters.  

 

S-003-004

Many of the urban streams (such as Longfellow Creek in the example

provided) may already be contaminated, and relative increases in

urbanization in these areas may not substantially exacerbate the

problem, particularly if redevelopment improves existing stormwater

systems.  Alternatives with a less compact pattern of growth could have

the potential of affecting a larger number of streams because more land

would be developed. Nonetheless, VISION 2040 calls for accommodating

all growth in an environmentally responsive manner, and includes

policies addressing low-impact development, water quality, and more.
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S-004-001

Comment noted.

 

S-004-002

In seeking to address the question of "how growth can be

accommodated," VISION 2040 policies address many of the issues

raised in your comment, calling for infrastructure and pricing. Further, the

Washington State Growth Management Act is based on a "bottom-up"

premise that does provide local governments significant discretion on

where growth is accommodated.
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S-004-003

These comments imply a level of analysis that would be more appropriate

for a local plan, and misunderstand the purpose of the VISION.  Given

the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of

conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives

and the environmental analysis has been conducted at a broad

programmatic scale. Further, the alternatives in the DEIS included

conceptual "bookends" for analysis purposes, and are based on a

planning framework—regional geographies—not local jurisdictions and

their plans, and is meant to serve as regional guidance regarding a

VISION, not a detailed plan. Further, cities are assigned to regional

geographies based on size alone, and it is through subsequent local

planning actions that implementation issues are resolved.
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S-004-004

See previous comment regarding the purpose, unit of analysis, and level

of analysis of the VISION update. Also, the FEIS has been updated to

more fully discuss the effect the existing base of population and

employment has on performance results.

 

S-004-005

For more information on centers, see the VISION 2040 Issue Paper on

Centers.
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S-004-006

Comment noted.  The EIS process is addressing the effects of long-range

projections for population and employment growth.  While the region has

made recent improvements to some elements of the transportation

system since the base year 2000, they represent a relatively small

portion of the regional system, and the FEIS's depiction of the broader

trends and conditions remains accurate.  The region is continuing to

experience growth in travel demand and in congestion.

 

S-004-007

VISION 2040 used the adopted metropolitan transportation plan,

Destination 2030, as the transportation network for the purpose of

analyzing the alternatives. At the time of the adoption of VISION 2040,

the PSRC is in the process of updating the Destination 2030 to bring it

into alignment with the VISION. Destination 2030 provides an additional

opportunity to address these issues.

 

S-004-008

The issue of freight performance was not identified as a key indicator in

the process by the Board to develop evaluation criteria.  Freight is an

important component of the transportation system, and will be analyzed

in greater detail during the Destination 2030 update.
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S-004-009

Additional mention has been made in the Final EIS regarding the scale

of the analysis in VISION as compared to what will be conducted for

transportation in the Destination 2030 update; this would address freight

and passenger rail investments. 

 

S-004-010

See previous responses regarding the issue of the base year and

Destination 2030 investments used in the VISION update.  Also, note that

VISION 2040 policies and narrative have been developed that discuss

the issue of TDM and CTR.

 

S-004-011

The Final EIS includes revisions and clarifications to the alternatives and

the planning process, largely in response to public comments on the

Draft EIS and Board direction.  This includes changing the level of

definition for all alternatives to be at a regional geography level of detail,

rather than by individual jurisdiction.  Most of this additional information is

provided in Chapters 3 and 4, which provide background for the

alternatives. While it is correct that the alternatives' depictions for the

regional distribution and concentration of growth in population and

employment do influence the data outputs, including the transportation

demand model forecasts, the broad patterns of growth assumed in the

alternatives are distinct enough that it is unlikely that substantial changes

in results would occur from small variations within an alternative's

definition. 
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S-004-012

The Regional Council investigated some of the suggestions for additional

measures, and the requested additions were determined by the Board to

be either not sensitive to growth distribution, more appropriate for

monitoring or for analysis at the comprehensive plan stage, or redundant

to current measures.

 

S-004-013

The least-cost planning issue is to be addressed in the Destination 2030

update. Given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large

variation of conditions among localized areas, localized impacts of

growth could vary. As such, local concurrency standards would not be an

appropriate measure for analysis.
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F-001-001

Thank you.

 

F-001-002

VISION 2040 addresses these issues, with policies and narrative related

to sustainability, green building, and low-impact development.
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F-001-003

Thank you for your comment identifying the value that PSRC could play

in helping to advance the prominence of environmental issues in regional

decisionmaking.  VISION 2040 includes an environmental framework

and multicounty planning policies to help continue to raise the level of

information available about environmental issues, and to reinforce the

importance of coordinated planning to minimize the region's environmental

footprint. 

 

F-001-004

Thank you for your comment in support of the objectives for providing an

environmental framework for the VISION. The framework has been

revised to more fully include greenhouse gas emissions and climate

change.  Also, the multicounty planning policies include additional

environmental policies that include greenhouse gas reduction objectives.

 

F-001-005

Thank you for your comment regarding a green framework for the

Preferred Alternative.  The Final EIS and the VISION 2040 Plan describe

in more detail how the Preferred Alternative will be implemented with

supporting policies that provide a green framework for how growth

should occur.  While the Preferred Alternative describes a preferred

pattern for growth, decisions about where growth will be focused within a

given jurisdiction will still remain a local decision, but would be guided by

the multicounty planning policies, countywide planning policies, and

other applicable regulations. 
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F-001-006

Centers remain a key component of the Preferred Growth Alternative. 

VISION 2040 calls for accommodating growth in urban, rural, and natural

resource areas in an environmentally sensitive manner.

 

F-001-007

Concur.

 

F-001-008

The Regional Council investigated some of the suggestions for additional

measures in the DEIS, and the requested additions were determined by

the Board to be either not sensitive to growth distribution, more

appropriate for monitoring or for analysis at the comprehensive plan

stage, or redundant to current measures.  However, VISION 2040

includes policies and provisions that address system approaches, habitat

connections, water quality, and ecological functions.
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F-001-009

The criteria were developed solely for the purpose of developing a

Preferred Growth alternative.  It is not anticipated that they will be used in

future decisions at this time.

 

F-001-010

The effects of impervious surfaces are discussed in a qualitative manner. 

However, a detailed analysis by area is not needed given the general

patterns of development examined in the FEIS, which are allocated at a

level higher than individual water supply districts.  The FEIS quantitatively

identifies the likely range of impacts that the region and its jurisdictions

may face, depending on how growth is accommodated, and also

includes additional studies such as those that EPA recommends as

potential mitigation measures. The uncertainty related to climate change

was previously discussed in the Draft EIS under cumulative effects, but it

is also now noted in the more detailed discussion of water supply

impacts. 

 

F-001-011

The alternatives, by addressing all growth, are by their definition

cumulative.

 

F-001-012

The Final EIS now includes a discussion of the ecosystem mitigation

measures you suggest.  
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F-001-013

VISION 2040 MPPs address this issue.

 

F-001-014

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue and contains a monitoring

program.

 

F-001-015

VISION 2040 contains monitoring measures.  Additional measures will be

considered, with a PSRC commitment to form a stakeholder group to

review all proposed new measures.

 

F-001-016

Thank you for your support in the development of multicounty planning

policies advocating the use of best available science and adaptable

management in growth management decisionmaking. VISION 2040

speaks to the importance of these issues. 
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I-001-001

Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.

 

I-001-002

Thank you for your comment in favor of improved jobs and housing

balance in communities throughout the region. While all of the

alternatives would provide this to varying degrees, it is important to

recognize that while some households may benefit from having

employment sites nearby, increased employment outside of regional

growth centers would tend to create a more dispersed growth pattern.

 

I-001-003

Thank you for your observation.  PSRC agrees that more effective transit

service for people throughout the region will need to be provided as the

region continues to grow.  The multicounty planning policies include

several elements that support improved transit.  More specific detail on

transportation services will be addressed in the Destination 2030 update.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-227

I-002-001

Thank you for your comment.  Section 5.10 (Energy) addresses the fact

that market pressures may persuade the region to conserve energy in a

more aggressive manner.  Solar, wind, geothermal, and biomass were

also provided as viable energy alternatives being explored by energy

providers throughout the region.  These, combined with conservation,

have the potential to help the region minimize potential impacts. 
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I-002-002

Congestion and pricing are important elements of the Destination 2030

update.  Note that the Destination 2030 network was held as a constant

in the VISION 2040 update and so these issues were not appropriate to

address.   The Destination 2030 update provides an opportunity to raise

these issues.
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I-003-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a regional growth alternative. 
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I-004-001

VISION 2040 has addressed these issues, and contains policies

supporting small, local, and new businesses; policies and narrative

related to sustainability; and a Regional Growth Strategy that calls for

focusing growth.
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I-005-001

Comments noted regarding the costs of growth.  At the same time, there

is considerable research showing that focused growth is a less costly

pattern of growth to serve.  For more information, see FEIS chapters and

Cost of Sprawl Informational Paper.  Note that VISION 2040 actions call

for collaborative work at the regional level to seek to create additional

resources for infrastructure.
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I-006-001

Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.

 

I-006-002

Thank you for your comments.  The VISION document will be widely

distributed, and PSRC intends to make the environmental baseline

available for other use beyond the FEIS. 

 

I-006-003

The Board agreed with the comments to better address issues

surrounding affordable housing.  VISION 2040 includes provisions that

encourage local jurisdictions to document their efforts to implement

housing targets, and setting housing goals and then monitoring them. 

VISION better explains the true cost of housing based on location, land

supply versus unit production in housing supply/demand, and a stronger

housing monitoring effort that considers issues such as rents, presence

of housing programs and/or organizations, and overall housing

production.

 

I-006-004

The public outreach process for VISION 2040 is the most extensive

PSRC has conducted in over a decade.  It included extensive outreach to

local jurisdictions and agencies, three formal public comment periods,

three EIS documents, a draft and final VISION, as well as numerous

other publications.
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I-006-005

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue, and the actions call for

numerous "toolkit" documents as well as technical assistance and

outreach to local governments.

 

I-006-006

Comment noted.  Through its work on VISION 2040 and the subsequent

Destination 2030 update that will follow the adoption of VISION 2040,

PSRC is continuing to take a strong role in regional transportation

planning. PSRC's role in regional transportation planning responds to

both state and federal legislation, as discussed in Chapter 5 of the Final

EIS. 

 

I-006-007

Your suggestion is noted although the DEIS did not discuss I-933.  As

you are aware, 933 was not successful.  
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I-006-008

The Final EIS has been updated to include additional discussion of

greenhouse gas emissions and the effects of global warming in 5.4, Air

Quality. This includes potential mitigation or minimization measures such

as Carbon Offset Credits.   

 

I-006-009

VISION 2040 addresses this issue, with sustainability being a central

theme that is woven throughout the document.

 

I-006-010

VISION addresses this issue to more clearly state that we are planning

for a certain amount of growth, not necessarily that it will occur in a given

year.

 

I-006-011

VISION 2040 addresses these issues, with policies and the Regional

Growth Strategy supporting mixed-use development and public health.

 

I-006-012

VISION 2040 promotes strategies to address housing affordability. 

VISION 2040 contains a stand-alone housing policy section, as well as

housing-related actions.  While they do not set affordable housing targets

for local jurisdictions, they do speak to creating a regional housing action

plan, which will likely address many of the issues raised in your

comment.  Also, affordable housing is addressed as an element of the

Regional Growth Strategy.

 

I-006-013

The RTID package did not pass in the November 2007 election.  Note

that PSRC has begun the update of Destination 2030, and will be looking

to extend it to 2040 and align it with the updated VISION.
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I-007-001

Thank you for stating your opinion about the regional growth alternatives. 
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I-008-001

VISION 2040 addresses this issue, with sustainability being a central

theme that is woven throughout the document, as well as presenting

a stronger focus on the region's people.  Also, the issue of public

health is incorporated into the different policy sections, including the

development patterns, environment, and transportation subsections.
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I-009-001

Thank you for identifying your preferences among the alternatives. As

you note, the PGA is a hybrid-focused growth alternative.

 

I-009-002

PSRC did not study alternatives with less than the regional forecast. This

is to make VISION 2040 more useful to local governments, who are

required under the state's Growth Management Act to use the OFM

forecast.
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I-010-001

VISION 2040 includes policies supporting pricing.  This will be an

important aspect of the update to Destination 2030, which began in

January 2008. Note that the Destination 2030 network was held as a

constant in the analysis of the growth alternatives.
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I-010-002

The projects and strategies within the regional transportation plan or the

Sound Transit plan are not the subject of this FEIS. See previous

comment regarding the update to Destination 2030.
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I-010-003

See previous response regarding pricing, VISION 2040, and Destination

2030.
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I-010-004

Comment noted regarding your preferences for elements of a Preferred

Growth Alternative.  As suggested in your comments, mixed-use, design,

and focused growth are elements of the PGA.

 

I-010-005

The transportation network assumed as part of Destination 2030 and

used in modeling for the EIS includes the completion of light rail service

from Northgate to Sea-Tac airport. 

 

I-010-006

Comment noted regarding using HOV lanes as HOT lanes.

 

I-010-007

Your comment is noted.  Currently, the region's ports do not have plans

to relocate their activities outside the region.  Such decisions are not

being contemplated through the Vision 2040 update process. 

 

I-010-008

Comment noted. Thank you for the links to the supporting information.
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I-010-009

Comments noted.
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I-011-001

PSRC does not agree that the use of the word "sprawl" leads to a biased

analysis of environmental impacts within the FEIS.  None of the

alternatives are defined as "sprawl."  More typically, the FEIS refers to

"dispersed" growth patterns when discussing the alternatives. 

 

I-011-002

The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less

growth than the 2040 regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents

and 1.2 million new employees. This decision recognized the charge of

the state Growth Management Act to manage rather than control growth

and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives

that are consistent with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more

useful and understandable to local governments as they apply regional

guidance in developing growth targets.

 

I-011-003

Comments noted.  During scoping, and throughout the update process,

most commentors asked for VISION 2040 to build from existing

documents such as the adopted VISION 2020 and local comprehensive

plans.  It does this, while also addressing other new issues.

 

I-011-004

VISION 2040 promotes addressing housing affordability.  VISION

contains a stand-alone housing policy section, as well as housing-related

actions.  While they do not set affordable housing targets for local

jurisdictions, they do speak to creating a regional housing action plan,

which will likely address many of the issues raised in your comment. 

Also, affordable housing is addressed as an element of the Regional

Growth Strategy.
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I-011-005

See 36.70A.210 for citation regarding multicounty planning policies. 

Also, the FEIS notes that it builds on local plans, the adopted VISION,

etc.  This includes other planning practices, such as Buildable Lands.

However, not every statute is called out.

 

I-011-006

The process to develop VISION 2040 included the most extensive

outreach effort PSRC has conducted in over a decade.  It included three

formal public comment periods, ongoing outreach to local jurisdictions

and other agencies, videos, advertisements, open houses, public

meetings, and the special editions of the Regional VIEW newsletter.  This

includes recurring, monthly meetings with elected officials representing

the region's residents and employees.
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I-011-007

See previous response regarding the amounts and types of outreach

conducted for the VISION 2040 project. Also, see FEIS Appendices II-A

and II-C, which describe the public outreach process and results. Lastly,

the public comment periods all exceeded the duration required under

state law.
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I-011-008

Comment noted.

 

I-011-009

SEPA provides for flexibility in organization and in format.  The

requirements for an EIS are primarily focused on clear definition of

alternatives and the identification of significant environmental impacts. 

Because of the regional focus of the alternatives, depictions are typically

drawn from a variety of public sources, and are typically mapped using

GIS data developed by PSRC or its member jurisdictions. 

 

I-011-010

For a list of references, see FEIS Appendices, Volume I, and see

VISION appendices as well.  These provide a list of sources used in

developing both the FEIS and VISION documents.

 

I-011-011

The FEIS and VISION are not based on the analysis of buildable

lands, which is used in the development of local plans. VISION 2040

represents regional guidance rather than a local or comprehensive plan

level of analysis.  VISION 2040 covers a very large geography, looks very

long range, and is less detailed than local comprehensive plans. 

Subsequently, the appropriate local role is for local comprehensive plans

and the targeting process to then determine how it works in each

jurisdiction.

 

I-011-012

PSRC's public involvement process and the comment period for the

Draft EIS exceeds the statutory requirements under SEPA, and a lengthy

extension is not required or warranted. PSRC also issued a

Supplemental Draft EIS in July 2007, providing an additional opportunity

for public review and comment, prior to issuing the Final EIS.  
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I-011-013
The text in the FEIS identifies the fact that minor adjustments were needed for this

alternative to be run through the transportation modeling, meaning the results may be

marginally improved over what would be the case if these improvements had not been

included to run the model.  Since the other alternatives did not have these changes, the

FEIS identifies how the Smaller Cities Alternative was handled.

 

I-011-014
The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less growth than the 2040

regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents and 1.2 million new employees. This

decision recognized the charge of the state Growth Management Act to manage rather

than control growth and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives that are consistent

with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more useful and understandable to local

governments as they apply regional guidance in developing growth targets.

Also, growth is not assigned to unincorporated urban areas at the potential annexation area

level.  The Regional Growth Strategy does, however, state a preference for growth in the

unincorporated urban areas to be in areas affiliated for annexation rather than those

unaffiliated, in order to promote the affiliation of all of these areas with cities for annexation. 

Additional detail regarding the Regional Growth Strategy's figures can be found in FEIS

Appendix I-A.

 

I-011-015
See FEIS Appendix I-D for the complete set of transportation model results. One part of the

text discusses a specific area; the other discusses the alternatives as a whole.

 

I-011-016
As noted in the FEIS, transportation performance suffers when jobs and population are

widely dispersed to different locations from each other.  Among other impacts is the

depression of transit ridership and lack of density support transit service.  Note that PSRC's

transportation model is reviewed on a regular basis to ensure consistency with MPO

requirements.

 

I-011-017
For more information on costs, see Costs of Sprawl paper in FEIS Appendix I-F. Also,
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given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large variation of conditions among

localized areas, the level of detail for the alternatives and the environmental analysis has

been conducted at a broad programmatic scale.

 
VISION 2040 addresses housing affordability.  Policies related to both of these issues are

found in the multicounty planning policies chapter in the development patterns section. 

Related policies exist requiring that future growth target allocates be made in housing units,

rather than population, which should help with housing planning.  There are also policies

related to monitoring housing production and supply.

 

I-011-018
The FEIS discussion of impacts to different socioeconomic groups is supplemental

information to what is required under SEPA.  Chapter 6 identifies the anticipated range of

issues that may be experienced by low income or minority groups as a result of growth,

and identifies impacts in a range of environmental topics. These impacts are anticipated for

the general population as well, and additional details on the impacts are provided in the

other FEIS sections focused on the built environment in Chapter 5.

 

I-011-019
While it is correct that SEPA does not require Environmental Justice analysis for actions

such as the VISION update, PSRC has provided the information in the VISION 2040 Final

SEIS in response to comments and suggestions from its members and others. See FEIS

Chapter 6 and Appendix II-C. The SDEIS and the published Final SEIS both included a

record of the public involvement efforts conducted for the VISION update and a

consideration of Environmental Justice factors. 

Finally, as the SDEIS acknowledges that a detailed analysis of environmental justice

impacts is not warranted for the VISION update, given the lack of site-specific details, the

SDEIS discussion appropriately describes common impacts to environmental justice

populations in order to identify potential mitigation strategies, as well as methods that can

be used to identify and involve low income and minority communities. 

 

I-011-020
Comments noted regarding the subjective evaluation criteria.  These criteria were kept and

used.  See FEIS Appendix I-D for more information on the application of the criteria.

 

I-011-021
Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.  Also, see response to
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comment 014 regarding using a growth figure that is less than the regional forecast, and

how the urban growth area was treated in the FEIS analysis.
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I-011-022

Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.
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I-012-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a regional growth alternative.
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I-013-001

The purpose of the EIS was not to answer the questions suggested in

your comment.  That information is contained in VISION 2040 which

contains the region's multicounty planning policies.

 

I-013-002

Comments noted. See VISION 2040 policies which address these

issues.

 

I-013-003

Comments noted.  The Preferred Growth Alternative, by focusing growth

into already urbanized areas, seeks to promote mixed-use development

and affordable housing options.

 

I-013-004

Thurston County is not included in the four-county central Puget Sound

region.  Thurston County's ties to the region are discussed in the FEIS

under cumulative effects, but the FEIS alternatives do not attempt to

define future growth alternatives for Thurston County.
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I-014-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a regional growth alternative.
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I-015-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a regional growth alternative. 
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I-016-001

The Regional Council did not analyze alternatives that assumed less

growth than the 2040 regionwide forecast of 1.7 million new residents

and 1.2 million new employees. This decision recognized the charge of

the state Growth Management Act to manage rather than control growth

and the desire to remain consistent with the State Office of Financial

Management (OFM) population forecast process. Studying alternatives

that are consistent with the OFM process makes VISION 2040 more

useful and understandable to local governments as they apply regional

guidance in developing growth targets.

 

I-016-002

The FEIS does include analysis of energy impacts related to growth. See

Chapter 5.10. 
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I-017-001

Comment noted.  As noted in sections of the FEIS, with focused growth,

there are economies of scale for many issues, and a less costly pattern

of growth to serve.  VISION 2040 actions call for collaborative work at the

regional level to seek to create additional resources for infrastructure.

 

I-017-002

Comments noted.  Also, see previous responses regarding funding

initiatives in VISION 2040.

 

VISION 2040 Final Environmental Impact Statement - Appendices Volume II.D Puget Sound Regional Council



II.D-264

I-017-003

See previous responses, as well as data in the FEIS, regarding

economies of scale created by focusing growth and creating density. 

While urban area infrastructure is costly, it serves many more people

and employees, lowering the per-unit cost.

 

I-017-004

Comments noted.  Note that the largest source of funding for

transportation investments is private funding, paid by individuals for their

own vehicles and related expenses.

 

I-017-005

The requested communication with staff did occur.
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I-017-006

Comments regarding the article were noted at this time.  For clarification,

at this point in the process (subsequent to the release of the DEIS), there

was no "favored" or Preferred Growth Alternative.
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I-017-007

Comment noted.
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O-001-001

Thank you for providing additional information about the housing and

employment characteristics of the college's students. 
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O-002-001

Thank you for your suggestions.  These strategies are mirrored in the

current Destination 2030, and the Final EIS mitigation discussion has

been updated to more explicitly reference these strategies.  In addition,

the multicounty planning policies supporting the Preferred Growth

Alternative includes policies addressing connectivity, system

effectiveness, transportation options, and mobility.
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O-002-002

VISION 2040 seeks to better link land use and transportation, while the

alternatives analysis used the network in the adopted metropolitan

transportation plan, Destination 2030. As VISION 2040 is being adopted,

the Destination 2030 update has begun to better align it with VISION

2040.

 

O-002-003

VISION 2040 has addressed these issues with policies and narrative

related to design, multimodal facilities, and reduced impacts from

transportation.

 

O-002-004

The alternatives do not assume any particular modal emphasis, and the

future transportation system is based on the network and strategies

defined in Destination 2030, which addresses all modes of transportation.  

The transportation measures of effectiveness, the mitigation measures,

and the multicounty planning policies also all acknowledge a variety of

modes, and emphasize increased modal options throughout the region. 
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O-003-001

The Preferred Growth Alternative responds to these comments, and is a

hybrid that seeks to bend trends, and result in a growth pattern that is

both ambitious and achievable.  Growth is focused in cities and centers. 

Also, VISION 2040 policies respond to the environmental issues noted in

this comment and contains TDR provisions.
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O-003-002

VISION 2040 addresses this issue and contains a policy and actions

related to Transfer of Development Rights.  Further, PSRC is engaged in

the Regional TDR project that was established by the state legislature

during the 2007 session.

 

O-003-003

VISION 2040 calls for prioritizing funding in centers.  Also, VISION 2040

actions call for collaborative work at the regional level to seek to create

additional resources for infrastructure.  Neither of these are tied explicity

to TDR.

 

O-003-004

The Preferred Growth Alternative limits growth in rural areas and assigns

no growth to resource lands.  PSRC recognizes that increased pressure

could occur in these areas.  The discussion of impacts in the FEIS does

address both the adjacency issue as well the potential for loss of these

resources, particularly as a cumulative effect of growth.  This is covered

in chapters such as land use (5.2) and ecosystems (5.5).  PSRC also has

developed additional policies and mitigation measures to support the

protection of these lands, as reflected in the Final EIS and the VISION

document. 
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O-003-005

Comment noted regarding your concerns pertaining to the alternatives.

 

O-003-006

PSRC does not agree that additional detailed analysis is necessary at

this time to further identify potential impacts to rural and resource lands. 

None of the alternatives involve growth in resource lands, and the FEIS

therefore addresses potential impacts as indirect or cumulative

effects.  However, PSRC agrees that preservation and conservation of

these areas is important, and has included the measures suggested in

your letter as potential mitigations in the Final EIS.  Supporting policies

for preserving resource and rural lands have also been included in the

multicounty planning policies.  VISION 2040 also includes an action to

track and evaluate growth.
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O-003-007

All of the alternatives assume the same levels of development overall.

None focus any growth to natural resource areas. Growth in rural areas

is based on the definitions of the alternatives, which are then "painted"

using existing land use designations. As such, the issue of consumption

is inherently addressed in the definitions.
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O-003-008

Thank you for the background information regarding TDR.  Note that

VISION 2040 does not contain policies related to Rural Villages.
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O-003-009

Your edit is included in the Final EIS.

 

O-003-010

Although PSRC appreciates the suggestion, the information shown is

based on a previous issue paper that had already identified the linkages

and the agencies involved.  PSRC believes the existing figure remains

effective for the purposes of conveying the overlapping interests and the

diversity of environmental issues the region's players are tackling. 

 

O-003-011

VISION 2040 addresses this issue and contains a regional

environmental framework and environmental policies.

 

O-003-012

These edits have been incorporated in the Final EIS.

 

O-003-013

Your comments are noted.  The multicounty planning policies have been

drafted to include supporting activities and goals to minimize greenhouse

gas emissions, and commits the region to state standards. 

 

O-003-014

Your suggestion has been added to the list of potential mitigation

measures for protecting rural lands in section 5.2 of the Final EIS. 

 

O-003-015

Your comment is noted.  The DEIS also noted that the Growth Targets

Extended alternative could place more pressure on rural and resource

lands.
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O-003-016

Your opposition to the Smaller Cities Alternative is noted. 

 

O-003-017

The need for additional parks and recreation resources was discussed in

Section 5.8, which also discussed mitigation. 

 

O-003-018

Your suggestion is noted.  As previously stated in response to your

comment above, TDR concepts are included as potential strategies in

the Final EIS and provisions are included in VISION 2040 as well.

 

O-003-019

Thank you for identifying the key transportation findings you consider

important for weighing the alternatives. 
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O-003-020

English ivy is included in the discussion of invasive species.  

 

O-003-021

Market-based incentives are now included as a potential mitigation

measure.  

 

O-003-022

TDR and other incentives are now noted as potential mitigation

measures.  

 

O-003-023

The Supplement Draft EIS and the Final EIS included additional

discussion of how the VISION update responds to and supports the

requirements of the Growth Management Act, both at the regional and at

the county and local levels.  This includes the development of multicounty

planning policies, as well as the VISION itself, and the identification of a

Preferred Growth Alternative.  

PSRC recognizes that GMA requires detailed planning of capital facilities

for comprehensive planning.  However, the VISION 2040 document is not

a comprehensive plan such as would be prepared by one of the four

counties or any of the cities within the region.  Rather, the VISION and the

alternatives it contains form a growth strategy that establishes broad

patterns of focused growth for the region, and provides the

underlying goals and policies to help guide the work of the counties and

cities as they continue to plan under the requirements of

GMA. Subsequent local planning to update plans to address VISION

2040 is the more appropriate venue for this work.
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O-003-024

Environmental Justice is a responsibilty of PSRC under its MPO

designation.  PSRC conducted an outreach project specifically under its

EJ responsibilities.  This is documented more fully in chapter 6 of the

FEIS and also on PSRC's VISION 2020 update webpage under

Publications.  Also, VISION 2040 has a stronger focus on the region's

people than was found in VISION 2020.  Policies related to people are

found in the multicounty planning policies chapter in the economy and

development patterns sections.  These policies focus on cultural and

ethnic diversity, the region's poorer disadvantaged residents, and

promoting growth in the region's economically distressed areas. 

Additionally, one of the key factors in the development of the Regional

Growth Strategy was promoting a focused growth pattern, which better

supported the needs of the region's changing demographics and allowed

lower-income residents to have more mobility choices for accessing jobs

from their homes.

 

O-003-025

These comments were considered in the VISION 2040 process to

develop the multicounty planning policies.  These ideas are also being

considered as part of the Regional TDR project.

 

O-003-026

The suggestions were considered during the process to develop the

MPPs and were not included.

 

O-003-027

VISION 2040 addresses centers and compact communities, describing

many of the same features as those noted in your comments.
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O-003-028

Elements of these concepts are contained in VISION 2040 policies and

narrative regarding protecting rural and natural resource areas.
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O-004-001

Thank you for providing this background information.

 

O-004-002

Detailed decisions related to specific transportation districts, projects, and

other infrastructure needs and their implementation are beyond the scope

of the Vision 2040 project, which is focused on determining how and

where growth might best occur in the region.  While transportation is a

critical issue, it must be balanced along with a wide range of

environmental, economic, and public policy factors that must be

considered in the planning process. However, subsequent transportation

planning efforts such as a major update to Destination 2030 will be

considering strategies for developing the multimodal transportation

system improvements needed to support the long-range needs of future

growth. 

 

O-004-003

Your understanding of the transportation projects is correct.  The amount

of text devoted to this one mode, for this one EIS analysis chapter, is an

appropriate level of detail for supporting the level of analysis and was

therefore not increased.  Note that in the update of Destination 2030, an

opportunity exists for more detailed discussion and analysis of HCT

investments and performance.
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O-004-004

The definition for this indicator has been updated in the FEIS. There are

numerous factors affecting this number, including location of a home

within the specified proximity to employment (recognizing limitations in

accessibility from site to site by the particular mode), and base

population and employment figures, which are larger than the growth

distributions and which remain unchanged.  These factors can have a

limiting effect on the resulting performance result with the base tending

to normalize the results.

 

O-004-005

Please see the complete set of transportation performance results in

FEIS Appendix I-D.

 

O-004-006

The FEIS has additional explanation for this bullet.

 

O-004-007

All of the alternatives have the potential for significant unavoidable

adverse impacts, depending on how they are ultimately implemented

through local plans and countywide policies.  Therefore, the

statement has not been added.

 

O-004-008

The discussion in the FEIS has been revised. 

 

O-004-009

The FEIS and the Issue Papers served slightly different purposes—one

analyzed alternatives based on SEPA categories and one explored an

issue with a goal towards developing the VISION.  Therefore, this

statement has not been added.
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O-004-010

See previous response regarding the relationship between the FEIS and

the Issue Papers.  Also, note that the PSRC Boards took Actions to

Proceed on the Issue Papers, which finalize them and so they are not

being updated.

 

O-004-011

The results in the table are not meant to imply "the best that can be

achieved."  Rather, they estimate the effects of each of the growth

distribution alternative.  Note that the Destination 2030 update provides

an opportunity to continue to address these issues in a project that is

more focused on transportation, and one in which the transportation

investments can be reconsidered.

 

O-004-012

Comment noted.  The list is representative and not intended to be

exhaustive.  The decisons regarding the Alaskan Way Viaduct are being

decided through a separate process.  

 

O-004-013

The transportation results assume the flow rates and other ITS elements

that are in the adopted metropolitan transportation plan, Destination

2030.  As noted in other previous responses, the level of detail on

transportation will be greater in the Destination 2030 update.
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O-005-001

Thank you for your comment and for identifying your preference for the

more concentrated growth alternatives.  The Preferred Alternative

provides similar benefits to those you identify.  The Draft EIS and the

Final EIS both address the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, which can be

supported by public infrastructure and land use decisions that promote

walking and bicycling.  This discussion appears in section 5.9,

Environmental Health, and in Chapter 6, Environmental Justice. In

response to comments on the Draft EIS, the Final EIS also identifies

additional mitigation measures for developing an environment to support

healthy lifestyles.  The multicounty planning policies also include similar

measures. 
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O-006-001

Thank you for identifying your preference among the alternatives. The

Preferred Growth Alternative shared many of the benefits of the other

focused growth alternatives, such as those noted in your comments.
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O-006-002

VISION 2040 policies discuss TDRs, and PSRC is participating in the

regional TDR program established by the legislature in 2007.

 

O-006-003

Comment noted.
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O-007-001

Thank you for providing additional information about your organization

and its efforts to support  affordable housing.  

 

O-007-002

Concur.

 

O-007-003

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue, with a stand-alone housing

policy chapter, as well as implementation actions that call for the type of

housing program and leadership suggested in your comments.
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O-007-004

The DEIS did not attempt to speculate on potential changes to housing

costs by alternative, but does note that the cost of housing could

increase under all alternatives, and that affordability is a major concern.

Further, given the regional scale of the alternatives, and the large

variation of conditions among localized areas, the level of detail for the

alternatives and the environmental analysis has been conducted at a

broad programmatic scale. Localized impacts of growth could vary, but

would depend on more specific actions that would be considered and

approved through local or project-level processes. 

 

O-007-005

VISION 2040 addresses housing affordability. The VISION contains a

stand-alone housing policy section, as well as housing-related actions. 

While they do not set affordable housing targets for local jurisdictions,

they do speak to creating a regional housing action plan, which will likely

address many of the issues raised in your comment.

 

O-007-006

VISION 2040 does contain a discussion of housing needs as well as

definitions.  The FEIS alternatives discuss housing, but the differences

among the alternatives in terms of housing needs and supply is

appropriately addressed given the variability of how the alternatives

might be implemented.

 

O-007-007

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue with goals and policies related to

housing.
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O-007-008

Comments noted, and these will be considered as new measures when

PSRC moves forward with additional work on housing-related

monitoring.

 

O-007-009

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue and contains a housing goal and

housing policies that address many of the issues noted in your comment.

 

O-007-010

The FEIS has been updated to include some of your suggested

mitigation measures.  Note that a related set of mitigation measures is

also found in chapter 5.2, which discusses land use. Also, see next

response.

 

O-007-011

During 2007, PSRC worked with stakeholders through the Prosperity

Partnerships to develop a housing working group that is seeking some

legislative changes and other actions to promote affordable housing.

PSRC continues this work in 2008.
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O-008-001

Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.

 

O-008-002

VISION 2040 contains policies that address these issues, including

design, affordable housing, job/housing balance, and protecting the

natural environment.
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O-009-001

PSRC concurs on many points regarding the value of a systems-based

approach to design. Note that VISION 2040 contains policies that

address regional design that were developed, in part, by the Puget

Sound Regional Design Team.
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O-009-002

VISION 2040 policies speak to the importance of design from a

community, livability, and economic perspective.  Also, the list of

elements provided in this comment presented useful information in the

development of the regional design strategy issue paper.
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O-009-003

VISION 2040 actions call for the development of "Best Practices

Toolkits" to showcase successes.

 

O-009-004

These comments provided good information that was useful in the

development of the MPPs and the Regional Growth Strategy.  As VISION

2040 is implemented, these ideas, which are embodied in the Regional

Design Strategy Informational Paper, will continue to add value. This

paper is included as FEIS Appendix I-F.
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O-009-005

Comments noted.  See previous responses.  Also, the systems approach

was included in other VISION 2040 policy sections beyond the regional

design policies. 
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O-010-001

Thank you for stating your preference for a regional growth alternative.

 

O-010-002

Comment noted. 
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O-011-001

Thank you for the additional information on the importance of food

services and the important economic and human health values related to

providing food to people in the Puget Sound region.  However, please

also recognize that VISION 2040 and its accompanying FEIS analysis is

focused on the effects of a regional framework for managing growth, and

does not attempt to focus on specific business sectors or communities

within the region.  

Please also note that the FEIS has included several elements

addressing human health.  Similarly, the transportation chapter also

notes the importance of maintaining an effective transportation system,

and for protecting and encouraging the continued vitality of job centers

and industries in the region.
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O-011-002

Thank you for identifying your preference among the alternatives.
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O-012-001

VISION 2040 and its Regional Growth Strategy do not include a numeric

minimum density threshold.  However, VISION 2040 does discuss the

benefits that can be obtained from density.
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O-013-001

Thank you for your comment.

 

O-013-002

VISION 2040's growth strategy is a hybrid of the focused growth

alternatives, and shares many of the same benefits.  Also, VISION 2040

policies address housing affordability and shared economic prosperity.

 

O-013-003

The VISION update and its supporting FEIS have focused on a systems-

level assessment of how growth can affect both the natural environment

and the human environment.  The FEIS and the criteria used to help

identify a Preferred Alternative provide both qualitative and quantitative

measures of the performance of the alternatives considered in a wide

array of environmental and policy areas. 

The multicounty planning policies developed for the updated VISION

have also focused on integrating economic, land use, and environmental

considerations for future decisions at all levels.  This includes a greater

emphasis on sustainability practices in early planning through the

implementation of specific projects or approvals. 
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O-014-001

The distribution list has been updated.  Thank you for the suggested

additions.
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O-014-002

Thank you for the background information on the Chamber's efforts and

for providing additional information on the addition of lands since the last

major inventory was undertaken.  Your suggestions for activities to

encourage sufficient supply of industrial lands are included as potential

mitigation measures in the Final EIS.  The multicounty planning policies

also include strategies supporting manufacturing/industrial lands, and the

VISION 2040 actions call for an update to the industrial lands study.
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O-014-003

While the alternative allocations of employment growth are not by

industry sector or cluster, VISION 2040 has been developed to more

accurately reflect the importance of the military as an economic sector,

and includes policies related to protecting military lands from

incompatible adjacent uses. 

Also, to adjust for changes that have occured since the VISION's base

year (2000), VISION 2040 includes a technical amendment process to

update the Regional Growth Strategy before the region’s counties

undertake the next round of Growth Management Act target-setting

work.

 

O-014-004

The FEIS has been revised to note the importance of the Interstates in

meeting national defense and commerce needs.  As noted in section

5.3.3, the travel demand forecasts include assumptions that would

accommodate the transportation demands for the major military bases. 

More specific needs for individual facilities such as I-90 and I-5, including

their important role in national defense, is included in Destination 2030

and would be included when that plan is updated to 2040 after Vision

2040 is adopted.  
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O-014-005

PSRC agrees that the major military bases in the region represent

unique conditions for regional and local land use planning efforts. 

VISION 2040 includes a policy related to protecting military lands from

incompatible adjacent uses.

 

O-014-006

Recognizing the importance of coordination and the interdependence of

the regions, Thurston County Regional Planning Council serves on

PSRC Boards, and PSRC staff serve on TRPC Boards as well. Also, the

FEIS discusses the transportation relationship among the regions.
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O-015-001

Comment noted regarding your preferences among the alternatives.

 

O-015-002

VISION 2040 includes multicounty planning policies that support

continued links between transportation and land use choices for our

region through 2040.  As you note, following adoption, PSRC will update

Destination 2030 to align it with VISION 2040. 

 

O-015-003

Comment noted regarding your concerns regarding these alternatives.
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O-015-004

VISION has addressed this issue and recognizes the CTR activities.

 

O-015-005

VISION 2040 policies discuss siting of many different types of facilities,

and promote an approach that has urban levels of services in urban

areas, and rural levels in rural areas.

 

O-015-006

VISION 2040 has addressed this issue, with policies related to

multimodal concurrency.

 

O-015-007

Climate change is addresssed in VISION 2040 and is a common

element woven throughout the document.  Also, VISION 2040 actions

commit PSRC to do more work in this area. An action calls for the

Growth Management Policy Board to determine its role in environmental

planning.  Lastly, additional focus on the impacts of and mitigation

strategies for factors leading to climate change is going to be a key

element in the update of Destination 2030, the region's metropolitan

transportation plan.

 

O-015-008

Climate change impacts and vehicle miles traveled are included in the

evaluation criteria (see FEIS Appendix I-C).  Also, additional discussion

of greenhouse gas emissions and VMT reduction are included in several

sections of the Final EIS and in VISION 2040. 
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O-015-009

VISION 2040 policies address all these issues, and public health is

discussed in the FEIS in the analysis of alternatives.

 

O-015-010

The suggestions made (such as mode split or VMT reduction goals) are

not consistent with the purpose of the FEIS because the planned

network in Destination 2030 is a constant in the analysis of alternatives. 

However, these concepts are embodied in the VISION 2040 policies and

implementation actions.  Also, the Destination 2030 update provides an

opportunity to continue to address these transportation-related issues.

 

O-015-011

The FEIS analyzes direct effects of additional growth and development,

as well as indirect and cumulative effects such as the need to develop

transportation facilities and other infrastructure to meet the demands of

growth.  The discussion of impacts in topic areas such as air quality,

water resources, etc. all anticipate the higher levels of transportation

demand and future infrastructure that will come with growth.  After VISION

2040 is adopted with the Preferred Growth Alternative, PSRC will update

Destination 2030, which will provide further opportunities to consider the

most effective strategies for addressing future transportation facilities

and for addressing and minimizing its potential impacts.
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O-016-001

We concur with the comments regarding the importance of climate

change.  VISION 2040 has a set of policies and implementation actions

that will help the region minimize its contribution and adapt to the

impacts of climate change. This includes a policy committing the region

to comply with state initiatives on this topic.
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O-016-002

Thank you for providing additional information on the issue of climate

change, and for emphasizing the importance of regional actions to help

reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

O-016-003

Your suggestion for addressing climate change at a regional scale is

noted.  Please see the VISION 2040 multicounty planning policies for

more information regarding climate change at the regional and local

levels.
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O-016-004

Several of the Draft EIS sections included climate change issues under

the cumulative effects analysis, and as additional information has

become available, more discussion has been included in the Final EIS. 

In addition, the Air Quality section of the FEIS (Section 5.4) has

increased the emphasis placed on climate change.  The Puget Sound

Action Team does have a clear interest in climate change, and Figure 2-

11 has been revised accordingly. 

 

O-016-005

The effects of climate change are noted in Chapter 5.5., Ecosystems.  

 

O-016-006

Climate change is now discussed in several sections of the Final EIS,

including under cumulative effects, Chapter 5.6.3.
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O-016-007

Additional discussion of climate change has been added to the Final EIS

under cumulative effects to water supply and in the comparison of

alternatives.

 

O-016-008

The Final EIS has several sections that address the potential impacts of

climate change as a cumulative effect, including flooding, which is

addressed in Chapter 5.6 (Water Quality and Hydrology).   However,

since the Final EIS is focused primarily on the regional growth

alternatives, and the extent of flooding and subsequent erosion is

unknown at the regional level, additional detailed analysis of impacts due

to climate change is not warranted for adoption of the updated VISION. 

 

O-016-009

Climate change is addressed in the air quality analysis chapter of the

FEIS.  It is also one of the evaulation criteria.  Beyond the FEIS, VISION

2040 advances the concepts of protecting the environment and

addressing climate change. Policies related to both of these issues are

found in the multicounty planning policies section, in the environment

and transportation sections, as well as in other sections of the document. 

VISION 2040 begins with an environmental and sustainability framework

chapter, and its implementation actions include future work on the

Regional Council exploring its role in regional environmental planning. 

Lastly, climate change is a key element in the update of Destination

2030.

 

O-016-010

VISION 2040's short-term implementation actions call for the Regional

Council to explore its role in regional environmental planning.  This will be

done subsequent to adoption, and will explore the potential for a fourth

board.
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O-017-001

Thank you for background information regarding transit ridership.  Note

that the VISION 2040 project used the adopted metropolitan

transportation plan, Destination 2030, as the transportation network for

the analysis of all the alternatives.  As such, none of the transportation

model assumptions changed or varied from the adopted plan.  Note,

however, that the update of Destination 2030 will provide an additional

opportunity to address this issue.
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MEMBERSHIP

Counties:
King County
Kitsap County
Pierce County
Snohomish County

Cities and Tribes:
Algona
Arlington
Auburn
Bainbridge Island
Beaux Arts Village
Bellevue
Bonney Lake
Bothell
Bremerton
Buckley
Burien
Clyde Hill
Covington
Des Moines
DuPont
Duvall
Eatonville
Edgewood
Edmonds
Enumclaw
Everett
Federal Way
Fife
Fircrest
Gig Harbor
Granite Falls
Hunts Point
Issaquah
Kenmore
Kent
Kirkland
Lake Forest Park
Lake Stevens
Lakewood
Lynnwood
Maple Valley
Marysville
Medina
Mercer Island
Mill Creek
Milton
Monroe
Mountlake Terrace
Muckleshoot Indian Tribal Council
Mukilteo

Newcastle
North Bend
Orting
Pacific
Port Orchard
Poulsbo
Puyallup
Redmond
Renton
Ruston
Sammamish
SeaTac
Seattle
Shoreline
Skykomish
Snohomish
Snoqualmie
Stanwood
Steilacoom
Sultan
Sumner
The Suquamish Tribe
Tacoma
Tukwila
University Place
Woodinville
Woodway
Yarrow Point

Statutory Members:
Port of Bremerton
Port of Everett
Port of Seattle
Port of Tacoma
Washington State Department of Transportation
Washington Transportation Commission

Associate Members:
Port of Edmonds
Daniel J. Evans School of Public Affairs
Island County
Puyallup Tribe of Indians
Snoqualmie Tribe
Thurston Regional Planning Council
The Tulalip Tribes

Transit Agencies:
Community Transit
Everett Transportation Service
Kitsap Transit
Metropolitan King County
Pierce Transit
Sound Transit

psrc.org
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