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BACKGROUND 

In December 2017, Bonney Lake adopted amendments to its comprehensive plan, including amendments to the 

Introduction and Community Development elements, the adoption of the Bonney Lake Centers Plan, and updates 

to the Eastown Subarea plan, that address the plan’s conditional certification.  

CERTIFICATION RECOMMENDATION 

Based on the review of the 2017 Bonney Lake comprehensive plan amendments, the following action is 

recommended to the PSRC Growth Management Policy Board, Transportation Policy Board, and Executive 

Board: 

The Puget Sound Regional Council certifies that the transportation-related provisions in the 

City of Bonney Lake 2017 comprehensive plan amendments conform to the Growth 

Management Act and are consistent with multicounty planning policies and the regional 

transportation plan.  

2017 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS 

The Growth Management Act requires local comprehensive plans to be updated to accommodate the growth that 

is anticipated for the succeeding 20-year planning period (see RCW 36.70A.070, .115, and .130). VISION 2040 

(MPP-DP-3) calls for countywide adoption of housing and employment growth targets that promote the Regional 

Growth Strategy. MPP-T-9 calls for coordination of state, regional, and local transportation planning in support of 

that strategy. The Act also requires that plan elements use consistent land use assumptions in order that a local 

jurisdiction is coordinating planning for land uses, housing, and capital facilities (RCW 36.70A.070(6)).  

 

The December 2015 certification report for the Bonney Lake comprehensive plan update identified inconsistency 

between the anticipated growth included in the plan and the housing and employment growth targets adopted by 

Pierce County. The conditional certification called for the city to consider adjustments to the plan’s anticipated 

population and employment growth to more closely align with adopted countywide targets, to recognize the role 

of designated Small Cities in accommodating growth, to identify strategies to manage growth, and to ensure that 

proposed expansions of the Urban Growth Area (UGA) are consistent with countywide planning policies and do 

not add capacity for growth that is inconsistent with the city’s role as a Small City.  

 

In March 2017, PSRC reclassified Bonney Lake from a Small City to a Larger City, recognizing the current 

population and employment size of the city. Under PSRC’s Regional Growth Strategy, Larger Cities are 

anticipated to accommodate a larger share of the county’s population, housing, and employment growth. In a 

separate but related process, the city coordinated closely with Pierce County and PSRC during discussions of 

target adjustments. As part of the 2017 target reconciliation, the city’s housing targets were increased to 

accommodate growth targets transferred from other communities in Pierce County. Bonney Lake revised the 

plan’s discussion of growth targets and demonstrated that the revised estimates of the city’s growth are reasonably 

close to the adopted revised Pierce County targets. The city’s analysis of growth rates leads it to anticipate 

population growth that is about 38 percent higher than the adopted growth target. In addition, actions identified in 

the plan are consistent with the conditions and take steps to better align city growth with the Regional Growth 

Strategy. These actions include: 
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• Using a Residential/Conservation Zoning District. 

• Redesignating 163 acres to Open Space-Conservation. 

• Adopting the Bonney Lake Centers Plan and focusing future growth to three designated centers in the 

city. 

• Prioritizing transportation and infrastructure spending to support those three centers. 

 

 

Finally, the city has worked with the county’s Growth Management Coordinating Council regarding management 

of the UGA. The city’s adopted plan amendments modify its discussion of the UGA and remove several areas that 

were previously identified for potential UGA expansion. 

Conclusion 
PSRC staff worked closely with the city regarding the city’s classification and the amendments to address growth 

targets. The amended plan demonstrates consistency with the GMA in planning for growth reasonably consistent 

with adopted growth targets. 

 

If the Executive Board acts as recommended, the plan will no longer have conditions on its certification. PSRC 

looks forward to working with the city on future planning efforts and will continue to provide guidance and 

technical assistance on any further amendments to the plan, subarea plans, or functional plans developed in 

response to additional issues identified through the PSRC certification review. 

Additional background and resources can be found in the City of Bonney Lake 2015 PSRC Plan Review and 

Certification Report and on the PSRC website at https://www.psrc.org/our-work/plan-review. Questions should be 

directed to Paul Inghram at 206-464-7549 or pinghram@psrc.org. 

https://www.psrc.org/sites/default/files/arlington-compplan-2015-certification.pdf
https://www.psrc.org/sites/default/files/arlington-compplan-2015-certification.pdf
mailto:pinghram@psrc.org

