
TRANSPORTATION

LAND USE

PEOPLE JOBS

The Growing Transit Communities program is supported by a grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Sustainable 
Communities Regional Planning Grant Program.  For more information: visit psrc.org or contact Ben Bakkenta at 206-971-3286 or bbakkenta@psrc.org

1011 Western Avenue, Suite 500 • Seattle, Washington 98104-1035 • 206-464-7090 • fax 206-587-4825 • psrc.org • Oct 2013

AFFORDABLE HOUSING BY INCOME LEVEL

HOUSING

PEOPLE PROFILE 

PLACE PROFILE

IMPLEMENTATION APPROACH
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AREA DESCRIPTION —
NE 15th Street transit community, located in the City of 
Bellevue, is currently served by Metro RapidRide line B. Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) operations began in October 2011. 

Current land uses are predominantly single-family and multifamily residential, parks, and 
commercial, including over 40 acres that comprise the Crossroads Shopping Center. Large 
blocks and incomplete sidewalk coverage create walkability challenges.

The NE 15th street transit community has a population of 8,478 with 64 percent minority, 
making it relatively more populous and diverse than other transit communities studied. 
Also incomes and household sizes are larger than most other transit communities. A total 
of 4,193 jobs are located within a half mile of the BRT stop at the center of the transit com-
munity.

Housing is primarily renter occupied multifamily. Compared to regional need and corridor 
averages affordability is low for households earning less than 50% AMI . A significant clus-
ter of subsidized units is located in the transit community.

LOCAL PLANNING —
The NE 15th Street transit community is located primarily within the Crossroads Subarea (a 
small portion is within the Bel-Red Subarea). The city does not envision significant change 
within the NE 15th Street transit community. In 2007, the city adopted the Crossroads Sub-
area Plan to support new mixed use development on the Crossroads Shopping Center site.

Communities with immediate displacement risk show indications that displacement of lower 
income populations has begun, higher current market strength, and/or high number of community 
risk factors. Good access to opportunity means households benefit from a wide range of nearby 
resources.

Communities with lower TOD orientation have a physical forms and activity level that do not 
strongly support a dense, walkable and transit-supportive neighborhood. A stronger real estate 
market suggests there is higher pressure for new development in the near- to mid-term. 

	 Transit	 all T/C 
	 Community	 median

TOTAL HOUSING UNITS	 3,685	 2,674

AFFORD. RANGE (0-50% AMI)	8% 	 21%
HOMEOWNERS	 26%	 35%
RENTERS	 74%	 65%
COST BURDEN		   
(% OF INCOME)	 40%	 44%

	 Transit	 all T/C 
	 Community	 median

POPULATION	 8,478	 4,237

racial  
demographics	 64% minority	 45%

age	 19% > 18 years	 19% 
	 15% < 65 years	 11%

med hh income	 $55,503	 $46,637

education	 27% BA or >	 20%

average hh size	 2.31	 2.39

	 Transit	 all T/C 
	 Community	 median

total jobs	 4,193	 3,032

average wage	 $37,518	 $36,636

top 2 sectors	 n/a	 n/a

major employers	 n/a	 n/a

sbi	 20%	 17%
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PROTECT AND GROW
Protect and Grow transit communities are neighborhoods with emerging to strong 
real estate demand and community characteristics that indicate an immediate risk 

of displacement. Physical form and activity levels are varied. Key strategies focus on support-
ing an emerging market for higher density development while preserving affordability and 
leveraging community benefits from growth. As communities in transition, they call for a 
more proactive approach to ensuring equitable growth. Nine communities are categorized as 
Protect and Grow (including five current light rail stations in Southeast Seattle).

key strategies: 
•	 Development regulations and capital facilities investments that support market demand
•	 Full range of tools for new and preserved affordable housing
•	 Community needs assessment and targeted community investments
•	 Targeted small business support
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