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Forterra innovates and scales land-based solutions 

to address the climate crisis and support equitable, 

green and prosperous communities.

We work in land conservation, land use policy, 

market-based tools, restoration, and affordable 

housing.













• Regional program (LCLIP)

• Countywide program

• Arl ington

• Mountlake Terrace

• Snohomish

• Everett

187 acres conserved

3 developments built  using TDR since 2015

17 programs in Puget Sound Region





TDR combined with infrastructure financing



Counties

3

Cities

35

Acres of 
conservation 
potential
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City can spend revenue on 

public improvements.

Infrastructure can include 

parks, transit, streetscapes, 

utilities, security, storm 

water, maintenance.



▪ Program adopted 2013

▪ Geography:  downtown, South Lake Union, 
Denny Triangle

▪ TDR credits placed:  1,200+

▪ Conservation achieved:  100,000+ acres

▪ Revenue potential:  $30M+

▪ Investments:  streetscaping, mobility, 
parks, community center



▪ Geography:  light rail station areas, Town 
Center, neighborhood business districts

▪ TDR credit placement:  231

▪ Conservation potential:  18,000 acres

▪ Revenue projection:  $19M - $25M

▪ Investments:  park acquisition, mobility, 
bridge over I-5



▪ Financial incentive for 
cities to use TDR

▪ Flexible revenue for 
infrastructure

▪ Low risk

▪ Growth + community 
investment + 
conservation

▪ Market-based



▪ Feasibility study

▪ Create TDR program

▪ Designate area

▪ Adopt ordinance



Contact information

Nick Bratton, Forterra, Senior Director of Policy:  nbratton@forterra.org

Additional resources

Forterra TDR website with videos

https://forterra.org/our-work/programs/transfer-development-rights/

Washington State Department of Commerce

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-

management-topics/development-rights/
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