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APPENDIX A:  Policies and Mandates 
 
Multicounty Planning Policies 
 
VISION 2040, the region’s growth management, environmental, economic, and transportation 
strategy adopted in 2008, includes multicounty planning policies which, as required by the State Growth 
Management Act, articulate the overall planning policy direction of the region (see RCW 36.70A.210(7)).  
Multicounty policies provide direction for transportation planning and investment decisions and form the 
policy framework for development of the Regional Transportation Plan.  The multicounty policies 
articulate the region’s vision in the following categories:  environment, development patterns, housing, 
economy, transportation, and public services.  Because VISION 2040 is an integrated growth 
management, economic, environmental, and transportation strategy, the region’s policy framework is 
comprised of general, regional framework policies from each of these areas as well as more specific 
transportation policies.   
 
Under the Growth Management Act, multicounty planning policies provide a common regionwide 
framework for countywide and local planning in the central Puget Sound region. The unified structure 
established by the multicounty policies has both practical and substantive effects on city and county 
comprehensive plans; they provide direction for the development of local and countywide policies, and 
provide a mechanism for achieving consistency among cities and counties on regional planning matters. 
They also guide and provide the policy framework for a number of regional plans and processes, 
including the Regional Transportation Plan. 
 

GGEENNEERRAALL  MMUULLTTIICCOOUUNNTTYY  PPLLAANNNNIINNGG  PPOOLLIICCIIEESS    

 
MPP-G-1  Coordinate planning efforts among jurisdictions, agencies, and federally recognized Indian 
tribes where there are common borders or related regional issues, to facilitate a common vision. 

MPP-G-2  Update countywide planning policies, where necessary, prior to December 31, 2010, to 
address the multicounty planning policies in VISION 2040. 

MPP-G-3  Monitor implementation of VISION 2040 to evaluate progress in achieving the regional growth 
strategy, as well as the environment, development patterns, housing, economy, transportation, and public 
services provisions. 

Fiscal 

MPP-G-4  Explore new and existing sources of funding for services and infrastructure, recognizing that 
such funding is vital if local governments are to achieve the regional vision. 

MPP-G-5  Identify and develop changes to regulatory, pricing, taxing, and expenditure practices, and 
other fiscal tools within the region to implement the vision. 

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  

Environmental Stewardship 

Goal:  The region will safeguard the natural environment by meeting the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 
own needs. 

MPP-En-1  Develop regionwide environmental strategies, coordinating among local jurisdictions and 
countywide planning groups. 
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MPP-En-2  Use integrated and interdisciplinary approaches for environmental planning and assessment 
at regional, countywide and local levels. 

MPP-En-3  Maintain and, where possible, improve air and water quality, soils, and natural systems to 
ensure the health and well-being of people, animals, and plants.  Reduce the impacts of transportation on 
air and water quality, and climate change.   

MPP-En-4  Ensure that all residents of the region, regardless of social or economic status, live in a 
healthy environment, with minimal exposure to pollution. 

MPP-En-5  Locate development in a manner that minimizes impacts to natural features.  Promote the use 
of innovative environmentally sensitive development practices, including design, materials, construction, 
and on-going maintenance. 

MPP-En-6  Use the best information available at all levels of planning, especially scientific information, 
when establishing and implementing environmental standards established by any level of government. 

MPP-En-7  Mitigate noise caused by traffic, industries, and other sources. 

 

EARTH AND HABITAT 

Goal:  The region will preserve the beauty and natural ecological processes of the 
Puget Sound basin through the conservation and enhancement of natural 
resources and the environment. 

MPP-En-8  Identify, preserve, and enhance significant regional open space networks and linkages across 
jurisdictional boundaries.  

MPP-En-9  Designate, protect, and enhance significant open spaces, natural resources, and critical areas 
through mechanisms, such as the review and comment of countywide planning policies and local plans 
and provisions.  

MPP-En-10  Preserve and enhance habitat to prevent species from inclusion on the Endangered Species 
List and to accelerate their removal from the list. 

MPP-En-11  Identify and protect wildlife corridors both inside and outside the urban growth area. 

MPP-En-12  Preserve and restore native vegetation to protect habitat, especially where it contributes to 
the overall ecological function and where invasive species are a significant threat to native ecosystems. 

Water Quality 

Goal:  The region will meet or do better than standards established for water 
quality.  The quality of the water flowing out of the region – including Puget Sound 
– should be as good as or better than the quality of water entering the region.  

MPP-En-13  Maintain natural hydrological functions within the region's ecosystems and watersheds and, 
where feasible, restore them to a more natural state. 

MPP-En-14  Restore – where appropriate and possible – the region’s freshwater and marine shorelines, 
watersheds, and estuaries to a natural condition for ecological function and value. 

MPP-En-15  Reduce the use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers to the extent feasible and identify 
alternatives that minimize risks to human health and the environment. 

MPP-En-16  Identify and address the impacts of climate change on the region’s hydrological systems. 

Air Quality 

Goal:  The overall quality of the region's air will be better than it is today. 

MPP-En-17  Maintain or do better than existing standards for carbon monoxide, ozone, and particulates. 
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MPP-En-18  Reduce levels for air toxics, fine particulates, and greenhouse gases. 

MPP-En-19  Continue efforts to reduce pollutants from transportation activities, including through the use 
of cleaner fuels and vehicles and increasing alternatives to driving alone, as well as design and land use. 

Climate Change 

Goal:  The region will reduce its overall production of harmful elements that 
contribute to climate change. 

MPP-En-20  Address the central Puget Sound region's contribution to climate change by, at a minimum, 
committing to comply with state initiatives and directives regarding climate change and the reduction of 
greenhouse gases.  Jurisdictions and agencies should work to include an analysis of climate change 
impacts when conducting an environmental review process under the State Environmental Policy Act. 

MPP-En-21  Reduce the rate of energy use per capita, both in building use and in transportation 
activities. 

MPP-En-22  Pursue the development of energy management technology as part of meeting the region’s 
energy needs. 

MPP-En-23  Reduce greenhouse gases by expanding the use of conservation and alternative energy 
sources and by reducing vehicle miles traveled by increasing alternatives to driving alone. 

MPP-En-24  Take positive actions to reduce carbons, such as increasing the number of trees in urban 
portions of the region. 

MPP-En-25  Anticipate and address the impacts of climate change on regional water sources. 

DDEEVVEELLOOPPMMEENNTT  PPAATTTTEERRNNSS  

Urban Lands 

Goal:  The region will promote the efficient use of land, prevent urbanization of 
rural and resource lands, and provide for the efficient delivery of services within 
the designated urban growth area. 

MPP-DP-1  Provide a regional framework for the designation and adjustment of the urban growth area to 
ensure long-term stability and sustainability of the urban growth area consistent with the regional vision.  

MPP-DP-2  Encourage efficient use of urban land by maximizing the development potential of existing 
urban lands, such as advancing development that achieves zoned density. 

Goal:  The region, countywide planning bodies, and local jurisdictions will work 
together to set population and employment growth targets consistent with the 
regional vision. 

MPP-DP-3   Use consistent countywide targeting processes for allocating population and employment 
growth consistent with the regional vision, including establishing:  (a) local employment targets, (b) local 
housing targets based on population projections, and (c) local housing and employment targets for each 
designated regional growth center. 

MPP-DP-4  Accommodate the region's growth first and foremost in the urban growth area.  Ensure that 
development in rural areas is consistent with the regional vision. 

Centers 

Goal:  The region will direct growth and development to a limited number of 
designated regional growth centers. 
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MPP-DP-5  Focus a significant share of population and employment growth in designated regional growth 
centers. 

MPP-DP-6  Provide a regional framework for designating and evaluating regional growth centers. 

MPP-DP-7  Give funding priority – both for transportation infrastructure and for economic development – 
to support designated regional growth centers consistent with the regional vision.  Regional funds are 
prioritized to regional growth centers.  County-level and local funding are also appropriate to prioritize to 
regional growth centers. 

Regional Manufacturing/Industrial Centers  

Goal:  The region will continue to maintain and support viable regional 
manufacturing/industrial centers to accommodate manufacturing, industrial, or 
advanced technology uses. 

MPP-DP-8  Focus a significant share of employment growth in designated regional 
manufacturing/industrial centers. 

MPP-DP-9  Provide a regional framework for designating and evaluating regional manufacturing/industrial 
centers. 

MPP-DP-10  Give funding priority – both for transportation infrastructure and for economic development – 
to support designated regional manufacturing/industrial centers consistent with the regional vision.  
Regional funds are prioritized to regional manufacturing/industrial centers.  County-level and local funding 
are also appropriate to prioritize to these regional centers. 

Other Centers, Including Countywide and Local Centers 

Goal:  Subregional centers, such as those designated through countywide 
processes or identified locally, will also play important roles in accommodating 
planned growth according to the regional vision.  These centers will promote 
pedestrian connections and support transit-oriented uses. 

MPP-DP-11  Support the development of centers within all jurisdictions, including town centers and 
activity nodes. 

MPP-DP-12  Establish a common framework among the countywide processes for designating 
subregional centers to ensure compatibility within the region. 

MPP-DP-13  Direct subregional funding, especially county-level and local funds, to centers designated 
through countywide processes, as well as to town centers, and other activity nodes. 

Compact Urban Communities 

MPP-DP-14  Preserve and enhance existing neighborhoods and create vibrant, sustainable compact 
urban communities that provide diverse choices in housing types, a high degree of connectivity in the 
street network to accommodate walking, bicycling and transit use, and sufficient public spaces. 

MPP-DP-15  Support the transformation of key underutilized lands, such as brownfields and greyfields, to 
higher density, mixed-use areas to complement the development of centers and the enhancement of 
existing neighborhoods. 

Cities in Rural Areas  

MPP-DP-16  Direct commercial, retail, and community services that serve rural residents into neighboring 
cities and existing activity areas to prevent the conversion of rural land into commercial uses. 

MPP-DP-17  Promote transit service to and from existing cities in rural areas. 
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Unincorporated Urban Growth Area  

Goal:  All unincorporated lands within the urban growth area will either annex into 
existing cities or incorporate as new cities. 

MPP-DP-18  Affiliate all urban unincorporated lands appropriate for annexation with an adjacent city or 
identify those that may be feasible for incorporation.  To fulfill the regional growth strategy, annexation is 
preferred over incorporation.  

MPP-DP-19  Support joint planning between cities and counties to work cooperatively in planning for 
urban unincorporated areas to ensure an orderly transition to city governance, including efforts such as:  
(a) establishing urban development standards, (b) addressing service and infrastructure financing, and (c) 
transferring permitting authority. 

MPP-DP-20  Support the provision and coordination of urban services to unincorporated urban areas by 
the adjacent city or, where appropriate, by the county as an interim approach. 

Rural Lands 

Goal:  The region will permanently sustain the ecological functions, resource 
value, lifestyle, and character of rural lands for future generations by limiting the 
types and intensities of development in rural areas.  

MPP-DP-21  Contribute to improved ecological functions and more appropriate use of rural lands by 
minimizing impacts through innovative and environmentally sensitive land use management and 
development practices.  

MPP-DP-22  Do not allow urban net densities in rural and resource areas. 

MPP-DP-23  Avoid new fully contained communities outside of the designated urban growth area 
because of their potential to create sprawl and undermine state and regional growth management goals.   

MPP-DP-24  In the event that a proposal is made for creating a new fully contained community, the 
county shall make the proposal available to other counties and to the Regional Council for advance 
review and comment on regional impacts. 

MPP-DP-25  Use existing and new tools and strategies to address vested development to ensure that 
future growth meets existing permitting and development standards and prevents further fragmentation of 
rural lands. 

MPP-DP-26  Ensure that development occurring in rural areas is rural in character and is focused into 
communities and activity areas.   

MPP-DP-27  Maintain the long-term viability of permanent rural land by avoiding the construction of new 
highways and major roads in rural areas.   

MPP-DP-28  Support long-term solutions for the environmental and economic sustainability of agriculture 
and forestry within rural areas.  

Resource Lands 

Goal:  The region will conserve its natural resource land permanently by 
designating, maintaining, and enhancing farm, forest, and mineral lands. 

MPP-DP-29  Protect and enhance significant open spaces, natural resources, and critical areas. 

MPP-DP-30  Establish best management practices that protect the long-term integrity of the natural 
environment, adjacent land uses, and the long-term productivity of resource lands. 

MPP-DP-31  Support the sustainability of designated resource lands.  Do not convert these lands to other 
uses. 
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MPP-DP-32  Ensure that resource lands and their related economic activities are not adversely impacted 
by development on adjacent non-resource lands. 

Elements of Orderly Development and Design 

Regional Design 

Goal:  The region will use design to shape the physical environment in order to 
create more livable communities, better integrate land use and transportation 
systems, and improve efforts to restore the environment. 

MPP-DP-33  Identify, protect and enhance those elements and characteristics that give the central Puget 
Sound region its identity, especially the natural visual resources and positive urban form elements. 

MPP-DP-34  Preserve significant regional historic, visual and cultural resources including public views, 
landmarks, archaeological sites, historic and cultural landscapes, and areas of special character. 

MPP-DP-35  Develop high quality, compact urban communities throughout the region's urban growth 
area that impart a sense of place, preserve local character, provide for mixed uses and choices in 
housing types, and encourage walking, bicycling, and transit use. 

MPP-DP-36  Provide a wide range of building and community types to serve the needs of a diverse 
population. 

MPP-DP-37  Support urban design, historic preservation, and arts to enhance quality of life, improve the 
natural and human-made environments, promote health and well-being, contribute to a prosperous 
economy, and increase the region’s resiliency in adapting to changes or adverse events. 

MPP-DP-38  Design public buildings and spaces that contribute to a sense of community and a sense of 
place. 

MPP-DP-39  Identify and create opportunities to develop parks, civic places and public spaces, especially 
in or adjacent to centers.   

MPP-DP-40  Design transportation projects and other infrastructure to achieve community development 
objectives and improve communities. 

MPP-DP-41  Allow natural boundaries to help determine the routes and placement of infrastructure 
connections and improvements. 

MPP-DP-42  Recognize and work with linear systems that cross jurisdictional boundaries – including 
natural systems, continuous land use patterns, and transportation and infrastructure systems – in 
community planning, development, and design.  

The Built Environment and Health 

Goal:  The region's communities will be planned and designed to promote 
physical, social, and mental well-being so that all people can live healthier and 
more active lives. 

MPP-DP-43  Design communities to provide an improved environment for walking and bicycling. 

MPP-DP-44  Incorporate provisions addressing health and well-being into appropriate regional, 
countywide, and local planning and decision-making processes. 

MPP-DP-45  Promote cooperation and coordination among transportation providers, local government, 
and developers to ensure that joint- and mixed-use developments are designed to promote and improve 
physical, mental, and social health and reduce the impacts of climate change on the natural and built 
environments.   

MPP-DP-46  Develop and implement design guidelines to encourage construction of healthy buildings 
and facilities to promote healthy people. 
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MPP-DP-47  Support agricultural, farmland, and aquatic uses that enhance the food system in the central 
Puget Sound region and its capacity to produce fresh and minimally processed foods. 

Innovative Techniques 

MPP-DP-48  Encourage the use of innovative techniques, including the transfer of development rights,  
the purchase of development rights, and conservation incentives.   Use these techniques to focus growth 
within the urban growth area (especially cities) to lessen pressures to convert rural and resource areas to 
more intense urban-type development, while protecting the future economic viability of sending areas and 
sustaining rural and resource-based uses.  

MPP-DP-49  Support and provide incentives to increase the percentage of new development and 
redevelopment – both public and private – to be built at higher performing energy and environmental 
standards. 

MPP-DP-50  Streamline development standards and regulations for residential and commercial 
development, especially in centers, to provide flexibility and to accommodate a broader range of project 
types consistent with the regional vision. 

Incompatible Land Uses 

MPP-DP-51  Protect the continued operation of general aviation airports from encroachment by 
incompatible uses and development on adjacent land.   

MPP-DP-52  Protect military lands from encroachment by incompatible uses and development on 
adjacent land. 

MPP-DP-53  Protect industrial lands from encroachment by incompatible uses and development on 
adjacent land.  

Concurrency 

MPP-DP-54  Develop concurrency programs and methods that fully consider growth targets, service 
needs, and level-of-service standards.  Focus level-of-service standards for transportation on the 
movement of people and goods instead of only on the movement of vehicles. 

MPP-DP-55  Address nonmotorized, pedestrian, and other multimodal types of transportation options in 
concurrency programs – both in assessment and mitigation.   

MPP-DP-56  Tailor concurrency programs for centers and other subareas to encourage development that 
can be supported by transit. 

HHOOUUSSIINNGG  

Housing diversity and affordability 

MPP-H-1  Provide a range of housing types and choices to meet the housing needs of all income levels 
and demographic groups within the region. 

MPP-H-2  Achieve and sustain – through preservation, rehabilitation, and new development – a sufficient 
supply of housing to meet the needs of low-income, moderate-income, middle-income, and special needs 
individuals and households that is equitably and rationally distributed throughout the region. 

MPP-H-3  Promote homeownership opportunities for low-income, moderate-income, and middle-income 
families and individuals. 

Jobs-housing balance 

MPP-H-4  Develop and provide a range of housing choices for workers at all income levels throughout the 
region in a manner that promotes accessibility to jobs and provides opportunities to live in proximity to 
work. 
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Centers housing 

MPP-H-5  Expand the supply and range of housing, including affordable units, in centers throughout the 
region. 

MPP-H-6  Recognize and give regional funding priority to transportation facilities, infrastructure, and 
services that explicitly advance the development of housing in designated regional growth centers.  Give 
additional priority to projects and services that advance affordable housing.   

 

Best housing practices 

MPP-H-7  Encourage jurisdictions to review and streamline development standards and regulations to 
advance their public benefit, provide flexibility, and minimize additional costs to housing. 

MPP-H-8  Encourage the use of innovative techniques to provide a broader range of housing types for all 
income levels and housing needs.   

MPP-H-9  Encourage interjurisdictional cooperative efforts and public-private partnerships to advance the 
provision of affordable and special needs housing. 

 

EECCOONNOOMMYY  

Business 

Goal:  The region's economy prospers by supporting businesses and job creation. 

MPP-Ec-1  Support economic development activities that help to retain, expand, or diversify the region's 
businesses.  Target recruitment activities towards businesses that provide family-wage jobs.   

MPP-Ec-2  Foster a positive business climate by encouraging regionwide and statewide collaboration 
among business, government, education, labor, military, workforce development, and other nonprofit 
organizations. 
MPP-Ec-3  Support established and emerging industry clusters that export goods and services, import 
capital, and have growth potential.   

MPP-Ec-4  Leverage the region's position as an international gateway by supporting businesses, ports, 
and agencies involved in trade-related activities. 

MPP-Ec-5  Foster a supportive environment for business startups, small businesses, and locally owned 
businesses to help them continue to prosper.   

MPP-Ec-6  Ensure the efficient flow of people, goods, services, and information in and through the region 
with infrastructure investments, particularly in and connecting designated centers, to meet the distinctive 
needs of the regional economy. 

MPP-Ec-7  Encourage the private, public, and nonprofit sectors to incorporate environmental and social 
responsibility into their practices.   

People 

Goal:  The region's economy prospers by investing in all of its people. 

MPP-Ec-8  Promote economic activity and employment growth that creates widely shared prosperity and 
sustains a diversity of family-wage jobs for the region’s residents. 

MPP-Ec-9  Ensure that the region has a high quality education system that is accessible to all of the 
region's residents. 
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MPP-Ec-10  Ensure that the region has high quality and accessible training programs that give people 
opportunities to learn, maintain, and upgrade skills necessary to meet the current and forecast needs of 
the regional and global economy. 

MPP-Ec-11  Address unique obstacles and special needs – as well as recognize the special assets – of 
disadvantaged populations in improving the region's shared economic future. 

MPP-Ec-12  Foster appropriate and targeted economic growth in distressed areas to create economic 
opportunity for residents of these areas. 

MPP-Ec-13  Support the contributions of the region's culturally and ethnically diverse communities in 
helping the region continue to expand its international economy. 

MPP-Ec-14  Sustain and enhance arts and cultural institutions to foster an active and vibrant community 
life in every part of the region. 

 

PLACES 

Goal:  The region's economy prospers through the creation of great central places, 
diverse communities, and high quality of life that integrates transportation, the 
economy, and the environment. 

MPP-Ec-15  Ensure that economic development sustains and respects the region's environmental quality. 

MPP-Ec-16  Utilize urban design strategies and approaches to ensure that changes to the built 
environment preserve and enhance the region's unique attributes and each community's distinctive 
identity in recognition of the economic value of sense of place. 

MPP-Ec-17  Use incentives and investments to create a closer balance between jobs and housing, 
consistent with the regional growth strategy. 

MPP-Ec-18  Concentrate a significant amount of economic growth in designated centers and connect 
them to each other in order to strengthen the region's economy and communities and to promote 
economic opportunity. 

MPP-Ec-19  Maximize the use of existing designated manufacturing and industrial centers by focusing 
appropriate types and amounts of employment growth in these areas and by protecting them from 
incompatible adjacent uses. 

MPP-Ec-20  Provide an adequate supply of housing with good access to employment centers to support 
job creation and economic growth. 

MPP-Ec-21  Recognize the need for employment in cities in the rural areas and promote compatible 
occupations (such as, but not limited to, tourism, cottage and home-based businesses, and local 
services) that do not conflict with rural character and resource-based land uses. 

MPP-Ec-22  Support economic activity in rural and natural resource areas at a size and scale that is 
compatible with the long-term integrity and productivity of these lands. 

TTRRAANNSSPPOORRTTAATTIIOONN  

Maintenance, Management, and Safety 

Goal:  As a high priority, the region will maintain, preserve, and operate its existing 
transportation system in a safe and usable state. 

MPP-T-1  Maintain and operate transportation systems to provide safe, efficient, and reliable movement 
of people, goods, and services. 
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MPP-T-2  Protect the investment in the existing system and lower overall life-cycle costs through effective 
maintenance and preservation programs. 

MPP-T-3  Reduce the need for new capital improvements through investments in operations, pricing 
programs, demand management strategies, and system management activities that improve the 
efficiency of the current system. 

MPP-T-4  Improve safety of the transportation system and, in the long term, achieve the state’s goal of 
zero deaths and disabling injuries. 

Sustainable Transportation 

MPP-T-5  Foster a less polluting system that reduces the negative effects of transportation infrastructure 
and operation on the climate and natural environment.  

MPP-T-6  Seek the development and implementation of transportation modes and technologies that are 
energy-efficient and improve system performance.  

MPP-T-7  Develop a transportation system that minimizes negative impacts to human health. 

MPP-T-8  Protect the transportation system against disaster, develop prevention and recovery strategies, 
and plan for coordinated responses.  

Supporting the Growth Strategy 

Goal:  The future transportation system will support the regional growth strategy 
by focusing on connecting centers with a highly efficient multimodal 
transportation network. 

Coordination 

MPP-T-9  Coordinate state, regional, and local planning efforts for transportation through the Puget 
Sound Regional Council to develop and operate a highly efficient, multimodal system that supports the 
regional growth strategy. 

MPP-T-10  Promote coordination among transportation providers and local governments to ensure that 
joint- and mixed-use developments are designed in a way that improves overall mobility and accessibility 
to and within such development. 

Centers and Compact Communities 

MPP-T-11  Prioritize investments in transportation facilities and services in the urban growth area that 
support compact, pedestrian- and transit-oriented densities and development.   

MPP-T-12  Give regional funding priority to transportation improvements that serve regional growth 
centers and regional manufacturing and industrial centers. 

MPP-T-13  Make transportation investments that improve economic and living conditions so that 
industries and skilled workers continue to be retained and attracted to the region. 

MPP-T-14   Design, construct, and operate transportation facilities to serve all users safely and 
conveniently, including motorists, pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit users, while accommodating the 
movement of freight and goods, as suitable to each facility’s function and context as determined by the 
appropriate jurisdictions. 

MPP-T-15  Improve local street patterns – including their design and how they are used – for walking, 
bicycling, and transit use to enhance communities, connectivity, and physical activity. 

MPP-T-16  Promote and incorporate bicycle and pedestrian travel as important modes of transportation 
by providing facilities and reliable connections. 



 

Regional Transportation Plan 
Appendix A: Policies and Mandates  11 

Freight 

MPP-T-17  Ensure the freight system meets the needs of:  (1) global gateways, (2) producer needs within 
the state and region, and (3) regional and local distribution. 

MPP-T-18  Maintain and improve the existing multimodal freight transportation system in the region to 
increase reliability and efficiency and to prevent degradation of freight mobility. 

MPP-T-19  Coordinate regional planning with railroad capacity expansion plans and support capacity 
expansion that is compatible with state, regional, and local plans. 

Context and Design 

MPP-T-20  Design transportation facilities to fit within the context of the built or natural environments in 
which they are located.   

MPP-T-21  Apply urban design principles in transportation programs and projects for regional growth 
centers and high-capacity transit station areas.   

MPP-T-22  Implement transportation programs and projects in ways that prevent or minimize negative 
impacts to low-income, minority, and special needs populations. 

Greater Options and Mobility 

Goal:  The region will invest in transportation systems that offer greater options, 
mobility, and access in support of the regional growth strategy. 

MPP-T-23  Emphasize transportation investments that provide and encourage alternatives to single-
occupancy vehicle travel and increase travel options, especially to and within centers and along corridors 
connecting centers.   

MPP-T-24  Increase the proportion of trips made by transportation modes that are alternatives to driving 
alone. 

MPP-T-25  Ensure mobility choices for people with special transportation needs, including persons with 
disabilities, the elderly, the young, and low-income populations. 

MPP-T-26  Strategically expand capacity and increase efficiency of the transportation system to move 
goods, services, and people to and within the urban growth area. Focus on investments that produce the 
greatest net benefits to people and minimize the environmental impacts of transportation.   

MPP-T-27  Improve key facilities connecting the region to national and world markets to support the 
economic vitality of the region.  

MPP-T-28  Avoid construction of major roads and capacity expansion on existing roads in rural and 
resource areas.  Where increased roadway capacity is warranted to support safe and efficient travel 
through rural areas, appropriate rural development regulations and strong commitments to access 
management should be in place prior to authorizing such capacity expansion in order to prevent 
unplanned growth in rural areas. 

MPP-T-29  Promote the preservation of existing rights-of-way for future high-capacity transit. 

MPP-T-30  Encourage public and private sector partnerships to identify and implement improvements to 
personal mobility and freight movement. 

MPP-T-31  Support effective management of existing air transportation capacity and ensure that future 
capacity needs are addressed in cooperation with responsible agencies, affected communities, and 
users. 

MPP-T-32  Integrate transportation systems to make it easy for people and freight to move from one 
mode or technology to another. 

MPP-T-33  Promote transportation financing methods, such as user fees, tolls, and pricing, that sustain 
maintenance, preservation, and operation of facilities and reflect the costs imposed by users. 
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PPUUBBLLIICC  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

Services in General  

MPP-PS-1  Protect and enhance the environment and public health and safety when providing services 
and facilities. 

MPP-PS-2  Time and phase services and facilities to guide growth and development in a manner that 
supports the regional vision. 

MPP-PS-3  Promote demand management and the conservation of services and facilities prior to 
developing new facilities. 

MPP-PS-4  Do not provide urban services in rural areas.  Design services for limited access when they 
are needed to solve isolated health and sanitation problems, so as not to increase the development 
potential of the surrounding rural area. 

MPP-PS-5  Encourage the design of public facilities and utilities in rural areas to be at a size and scale 
appropriate to rural locations, so as not to increase development pressure. 

MPP-PS-6  Obtain urban services from cities or appropriate regional service providers, and encourage 
special service districts, including sewer, water, and fire districts, to consolidate or dissolve as a result. 

Services by Type 

MPP-PS-7  Develop conservation measures to reduce solid waste and increase recycling. 

MPP-PS-8  Promote improved conservation and more efficient use of water, as well as the increased use 
of reclaimed water, to reduce wastewater generation and ensure water availability. 

MPP-PS-9  Serve new development within the urban growth area with sanitary sewer systems or fit it with 
dry sewers in anticipation of connection to the sewer system.  Alternative technology to sewers should 
only be considered when it can be shown to produce treatment at standards that are equal to or better 
than the sewer system and where a long-term maintenance plan is in place. 

MPP-PS-10  Replace failing septic systems within the urban growth area with sanitary sewers or 
alternative technology that is comparable or better.  

MPP-PS-11  Use innovative and state-of-the-art design and techniques when replacing septic tanks to 
restore and improve environmental quality. 

MPP-PS-12  Promote the use of renewable energy resources to meet the region’s energy needs. 

MPP-PS-13  Reduce the rate of energy consumption through conservation and alternative energy forms 
to extend the life of existing facilities and infrastructure. 

MPP-PS-14  Plan for the provision of telecommunication infrastructure to serve growth and development 
in a manner that is consistent with the regional vision and friendly to the environment. 

MPP-PS-15  Coordinate, design, and plan for public safety services and programs. 

MPP-PS-16  Encourage health and human services facilities to locate near centers and transit for efficient 
accessibility to service delivery. 

Goal:  Residents of the region will have access to high quality drinking water that 
meets or is better than federal and state requirements. 

MPP-PS-17  Identify and develop additional water supply sources to meet the region's long-term water 
needs, recognizing the potential impacts on water supply from climate change and fisheries protection.   

MPP-PS-18  Promote coordination among local and tribal governments and water providers and suppliers 
to meet long-term water needs in the region in a manner that supports the region's growth strategy. 

MPP-PS-19  Reduce the per capita rate of water consumption through conservation, efficiency, 
reclamation, and reuse. 
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MPP-PS-20  Protect the source of the water supply to meet the needs for both human consumption and 
for environmental balance.  

Siting Facilities 

MPP-PS-21  Site schools, institutions, and other community facilities that primarily serve urban 
populations within the urban growth area in locations where they will promote the local desired growth 
plans. 

MPP-PS-22  Locate schools, institutions, and other community facilities serving rural residents in 
neighboring cities and towns and design these facilities in keeping with the size and scale of the local 
community. 

MPP-PS-23  Site or expand regional capital facilities in a manner that (1) reduces adverse social, 
environmental, and economic impacts on the host community, (2) equitably balances the location of new 
facilities, and (3) addresses regional planning objectives. 

MPP-PS-24  Do not locate regional capital facilities outside the urban growth area unless it is 
demonstrated that a non-urban site is the most appropriate location for such a facility. 

 

Mandates and Requirements  
 
The Regional Transportation Plan is the functional transportation plan that implements VISION 2040, the 
long range environmental, growth management, economic development, and transportation strategy for 
the central Puget Sound Region. It responds to Washington’s Growth Management Act and conforms to 
federal transportation planning requirements. The Regional Transportation Plan meets substantive and 
procedural requirements of Section 47.80.030 of the Revised Code of Washington.  
 
In addition, state legislation requires Regional Transportation Planning Organizations to work with local 
jurisdictions to establish regional guidelines and principles. These products assist local jurisdictions in 
developing their local transportation plans. The guidelines and principles also enable the Regional 
Transportation Planning Organization to determine whether the transportation elements in local plans 
are consistent with the regional transportation plan (RCW 47.80). VISION 2040 multicounty planning 
policies in the preceding section constitute the regional guidelines and principles for the central Puget 
Sound region.  
 
The Regional Transportation Plan addresses federal mandates adopted in the Fixing America's Surface 
Transportation Act (FAST), passed in October 2015, that require urban regions to link comprehensive 
planning programs with funding decisions for transportation projects. It also provides a context for linking 
transportation planning and programs with growth and development considerations. The FAST Act 
contains requirements for a performance-driven, outcome-based approach to planning for metropolitan 
areas linking investment priorities to the achievement of performance targets in key areas such as 
safety, infrastructure condition, congestion, system reliability, emissions, and freight movement. Other 
notable additions to the metropolitan transportation planning process include the establishment and 
reflection of performance goals, targets and measures in transportation plans; new planning factors for 
MPOs to consider; new parties to the MPO planning process (public ports, officials responsible for 
tourism and natural disaster risk reduction, public transportation providers); and consideration of the role 
of intercity buses.  
 
The FAST Act requires that Metropolitan Planning Organizations make regular updates to their 
Metropolitan Transportation Plans every four years. Under state law, the region’s transportation plan 
must also be formally reviewed and updated or revised every four years. The adoption of the Regional 
Transportation Plan establishes a 20-year planning horizon through the year 2040.  
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Federal Requirements for Metropolitan Transportation Plans  
 

• Plans must be developed through an open and inclusive process that ensures public input and 
seeks out and considers the needs of those traditionally under-served by existing transportation 
systems.  

• Plans must be for a period not less than 20 years into the future.  

• Plans must reflect the most recent assumptions for population, travel, land use, congestion, 
employment, and economic activity. 

• Plans must be financially constrained, and revenue assumptions must be reasonable in that 
funds can be expected to be available during the time frame of the plan. 

• Plans must conform to the Clean Air Act and its amendments, and to applicable State 
Implementation Plans for regional air quality.  

 
Planning Factors Required by the FAST Act 
 

• Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global 
competitiveness, productivity and efficiency. 

• Increase the safety of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized users. 

• Increase the security of the transportation system for motorized and non-motorized users.  

• Increase the accessibility and mobility of people and for freight.  

• Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the quality of life, 
and promote consistency between transportation improvements and state and local planned 
growth and economic development patterns.  

• Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between 
modes, for people and freight.  

• Promote efficient system management and operation. 

• Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system.  

• Improve resiliency and reliability of the transportation system and reduce or mitigate stormwater 
impacts of surface transportation 

• Enhance travel and tourism 
 
State Factors for Regional Guidelines and Principles  
 
The region’s Multicounty Planning Policies in the preceding section serve as its guidelines and 
principles. Guidelines and Principles must, at a minimum, address the following factors:  
 

• Freight transportation and port access. 

• Development patterns that promote pedestrian and non-motorized transportation.  

• Circulation systems, access to regional systems, and effective and efficient highway systems. • 
Transportation demand management.  

• Present and future railroad right-of-way corridors.  

• Intermodal connections.  

• Concentrations of economic activity.  

• Residential density.  

• Development corridors and urban design that support high capacity transit.  

• Ability of transportation facilities and programs to retain existing and attract new jobs and private 
investment to accommodate growth in demand.  

• Joint and mixed-use development.  
 
PSRC has developed materials to assist local governments in addressing VISION 2040, the Regional 
Transportation Plan, the region’s guidelines and principles and other planning requirements. These 
materials, including examples for local planning, are online at https://www.psrc.org/our-work/plan-review 
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